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51 When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. 52 And he sent 
messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to prepare for his arri-
val, 53 but they did not receive him because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 54 When his disciples 
James and John saw this, they said, “Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven 
and consume them [as Elijah did]?” 55 But he turned and rebuked them, 56 [and said, “You do not know 
what spirit you are of, for the Son of Man has not come to destroy the lives of humans but to save 
them.”] Then they went on to another village. 
Luke 9:51-56 (NRSVU)  

 
How strong is God? How powerful is our Creator who made the heavens and earth? The God of 
Abraham and Isaac. The God who led the people of Israel out of Egypt. The one true God who will-
ingly chose to come and live among us.  
 
As we enter the advent season, we will par cipate again in tradi ons and rituals that help remind 
us about what is most important, Christ’s birth. Occasionally, these tradi ons change. The way that 
we have always done something takes on a fresh look and feel. The language that we use adapts to 
help us be er understand our faith in our current context. Change in and of itself is neither good 
nor bad. However, we some mes feel threatened when a par cular tradi on does not look or feel 
like it has in the past. We feel an urge to become defensive. “This isn’t the way we do things here.”  
 
At the same me, we live in a culture that is no longer as outwardly sympathe c to advent as it 
may have appeared in years past. Commercially, Christmas will be sustained naturally through buy-
ing gi s on “Black Friday” or “Cyber Monday,” but religiously, the an cipa on and celebra on of 
Jesus’ birth will con nue to wane in the broader culture. How might this impact those of us who 
con nue to gather weekly to remember this important event in the life of the church?  
 
I imagine that this con nuing divide between the commerciality and seculariza on of this me of 
year and those who seek to authen cally find Jesus offers the Church an opportunity to do serious 
self-reflec on. What is at the core of our celebra on? The birth of Jesus means that God has come 
into our world. We should take no ce. Something new is happening and going to come about. Who 
be er to no ce these changes than the very people an cipa ng Christ’s arrival? It should not be 
surprising to us if those around us do not no ce or understand what is taking place. Instead of 
growing anxious at this division, we should look to it as an opportunity for us to respond and en-
courage. How is Christ’s birth part of the Good News that the rest of the world needs to hear? 
 
The confusion may be when we conflate our worship of Christ’s birth with a sense that we need to 
defend God. In the account above, Jesus has his mind set on what is most important; his movement 
towards Jerusalem. The disciples, however, are concerned with Jesus receiving his proper re-
spect. We some mes feel the need to defend Jesus at Christmas against secularism when we would 
be be er served asking what Jesus’ arrival means for us and the world today.  
 

Con nued on Page 3 
 



 

2 

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage 

70 years ago: 1952 

December 7 - During this Christmas 
Season why not remember our relief 
workers with a card or a personal gift. 
They are Ardis Brenneman, James 
Snyder, Ruth Fisher, Grace Miller. 

December 28 - The public is cordially 
invited to attend the rehearsal by the 
Community Chorus this afternoon at 
the Wellman Church at 2:30. Anyone 
who has helped sing “The Messiah” is 
invited to help us sing. Bring books. 
 

60 years ago: 1962 

December 9 - The poinsettias in the 
church this morning are a small token of 
our appreciation for all your thoughtful-
ness and prayers for us this past year. 
We also wish to thank you for all your 
good wishes, greeting cards, and gifts. 
May the Lord bless you and yours and 
bestow upon you peace and joy this 
Christmas Season and throughout the 
New Year. - The J. John J. Miller & A. 
Lloyd Swartzendruber families 

December 23 - A Christmas morning 
service is planned for Tuesday, Christ-
mas Day, from 10 o’clock to 11 o’clock. 
The program consists of singing carols, 
octets, group songs, and a chalk drawing 
as the Christmas Story is being read. Be 
sure to be on time. 
  

50 years ago:  1972 

December 3 - We welcome the 
Marvin Yoder family to our worship 

mas holiday. As you take time and slow 
down, look around and be thankful for 
God’s care and provision exemplified 
in the gift of Jesus Christ. - Michael, 
Deb, Michelle, Teresa, and Joel 

 

 20 years ago: 2002 

December 15 - At 7:00 p.m. at 

church we will be watching the movie, 
“Strong Roots, Fragile Farms” followed 
by a panel discussion with area farmers 
about globalization, farming and faith. 

December 22 - We would like to 
thank everyone who brought meals or 
gifts, and those who stopped by to visit 
in the weeks after Gabriel was born. 
Your support has been greatly appreci-
ated. Happy Holidays - Chris Olson, 
Sarah & Gabe Kauffman 

 

10 years ago: 2012 

December 30 - Congratulations and 
Blessings to Bradley Hershberger on 
his graduation from Aims Community 
College in Greeley, Colorado, with an 
Associate of Applied Science degree in 
Air Traffic Control on December 7, 
2012. 

 

service this morning. They are on 
furlough from missionary responsibili-
ties in Japan where they have com-
pleted two terms of service.. 

December 24 - Mr. and Mrs. Jacob 
P. Miller will be honored at an open 
house Friday, Dec. 29, 2-4 p.m. at 
Pleasantview Home in observance of 
their 65th wedding anniversary. The 
WMSC of the Kalona Mennonite 
Church extends an invitation to eve-
ryone to attend. 

December 31 - Gene Troyer and 
Louise Couvillion were united in mar-
riage yesterday in Chicago, Illinois. 
We wish them the rich blessings of 
God. 
 

40 years ago: 1982 

December 5 - WMSC will meet 
Tuesday, December 7 at the church. 
Devotional Leader - Dori Yoder. Pro-
ject - Offering for Mississippi Christ-
mas projects. Asian Meal planned by 
Karen Harvey. Please bring your own 
table service. This day the meeting 
will be held following lunch. Baby sit-
ting provided. 

December 12 - MYF will meet 
Wednesday evening at 6:30 at Ed and 
Anna’s. Bring fruit to make fruit plates 
to be delivered as gifts. 
 

30 years ago: 1992 

December 20 - The Loss family 
wishes each of you a joyous Christ-
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Report from Trustees and CFO 

Recent Church Improvements 

As you may or may not be aware, the thermostats throughout East Union church have been updated 
to smart thermostats. These new thermostats can be accessed through an app via smartphone. They are 
pre-programmed to automa cally adjust the temperature throughout the week for scheduled events. It 
also provides the capability to adjust it remotely in real- me. This helps alleviate the need for someone to 
manually change them for each event and service. The app can also track thermostat usage data, it will 
send reminders for when to change the furnace filters, as well as sending no fica ons when the system is 
not working properly. There are nine thermostats throughout the church, all of which were updated.  

Another improvement that was completed this summer was replacing the glass front door to the church. 
The double pane glass on those doors is commercial grade. This job was completed by Knebel Windows. 

Financial Summary

Con nued from Page 1, “From the Pastor’s Desk” 
 
The Samaritan village would not have been immediately interested in Jesus’ arrival. The Samaritans were looking for 
a “new Moses.” They did not have the same messianic prophecies as their southern cousins. And although there are 
other stories when Jesus encounters Samaritans with greater engagement, as a whole, the northern kingdom would 
not have been interested in the southern kingdom’s Messiah, nor what took place in Jerusalem.  
 
The disciples found this as a threat, but Jesus rebuked the disciples. His arrival was not to be about domina ng those 
who do not believe, but in their very salva on. If this is the case, then the ques on of how much defending does 
God need from faithful Chris ans could be none. Instead of arguing and ridiculing those who do not celebrate Jesus’ 
birth, we could speak to what Jesus’ birth means. Why is Jesus’ birth transforma ve? How has it transformed our 
lives? Maybe we would rather have an argument over right deference to Jesus rather than living in a way that 
demonstrates what Jesus has done for us and the world. 
 
May we an cipate and celebrate the coming of Jesus this season for how he turns the world upside down, where: 
God comes to earth as a baby, Jesus li s up the poor, Jesus heals the sick, and Jesus brings the mighty low. May we 
worry less about defending God and more about helping others see how God is transforming lives. May it be so.  
 
Peace and blessings, 
pastor Joel Beachy 
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  DECember  2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
  
 
 

1 
 
Chad Miller 

2 
 
 
 

3 
 
Elvesta Hochstedler 

4 Morning  
Worship & Baby 
Dedication - Roby 
Yoder 
 
Isaac Beachy 
 

5 
 
Melanie Schweitzer 
Rebecca Rhodes 
 

6 
 

Mennonite 
Women  
Meeting 

 
 

7 
 

CHOW 

 
 

8 
 
Carroll Copeland 

9 

 
 

10 

 
 

11 Morning  
Worship  
 
Kathy Schlabach 

12 

 
Ed Yoder 
Jack Miller 
Conner Moberly 
 

13 

 
 
 

14 

 
John Beachy 

 
 

15 

 
Collin Miller 

 16 
 
Tom Meyers 
 

17 

 
James Yoder 
Megan Gingerich 
 

18 Morning  
Worship  
 
 

Sunday School 
Christmas  
Program 

 

Dale & Charlene 
  Rhodes ‘65 
Gaylord & Shirley 
  Yoder ‘71 

19 

 
Randy Rempel 

20 

 
Cleo Knepp 
 

21 

 

Mid-Week 
Potluck 

 
Ethan Yoder 
 

22 

 
 

23 

 
 
 
 
 

Office Closed 

24 
 

Christmas 
Eve 

Service 
 
 

25 Morning  
Worship - 10 AM 
 

 
 
 
 
No Sunday School 

26 

 
Will Miller 
 

27 
 
Claire Miller 
Tamera Erb 
 

 

28 
 
 

29 
 
 

30 
 

Gretta Rempel 
Tammy Yoder 
James & Ruth 
  Boller ‘67 
 

Office Closed 

31 
 
Tom Miller 
Tim & Kate  
  Yoder ‘04 


