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Unlike the previous two years, 2022 has started to feel a li le more “normal.” Some of the annual 
ac vi es and events that we par cipated in and celebrated before the start of Covid-19 resumed 
this year. This helped us to reconnect with our church siblings and begin to imagine which ac vi es 
we wanted to con nue as we move forward, together. 
 
In January, the youth par cipated in a wonderful Winterfest at Crooked Creek Chris an Camp with 
enough snow to enjoy tubing and other snow ac vi es. I led the worship sessions and helped the 
youth reflect on finding self-worth and reaching out to those at school who may feel isolated or 
alone. Later that month, we heard about the good work that Community Peacemaker Teams are 
doing in Iraqi Kurdistan from Weldon Nisly.  
 
February was a celebratory me as we received two families via transfer of membership into the 
church. These moments remind us of the commitments that we make to one another when we par-

cipate fully in the life of the church at East Union. Later in February, I once again a ended the Pas-
tors & Leaders week at Anabap st Mennonite Biblical Seminary where leaders were encouraged 
about the future of the church through looking back at the historical church. Pastors and leaders 
also shared what was working well from their local contexts. These connec ons and learnings help 
to inspire me as we seek the vision for our future at East Union. The month wrapped up with an-
other excellent Sunday morning service provided by our youth. 
 
In April, we revived two meaningful tradi ons at East Union, including our Maundy Thursday ser-
vice where we washed feet, shared a simple supper, par cipated in communion, sang, prayed, and 
read scriptures throughout the evening. We also par cipated in the Living Cross on Easter Sunday, 
filling the chicken wire on a plain, brown, wooden cross with beau ful flowers. These meaningful 
services help to remind us both of the suffering and pain that Jesus experienced and the renewing 
life that Jesus offers to each of us and to our community through his death and resurrec on. 
 
May, welcomed in momentous occasions. We offered a house blessing for Dorothy Logan and Tilli 
Yoder to recognize their significant move from Virginia to Iowa. We hope this type of service can 
con nue to be offered and encourage folks as they make significant transi ons in their lives. We 
also welcomed two new members through bap sm, which is always a joyful celebra on. In May, 
the broader church also met in Kansas City for a Special Delegate Session. Although this was a chal-
lenging mee ng, there was a lot of hope from the table discussions and an ongoing sense at East 
Union that we are commi ed to stay together despite our differences in belief, theology, or poli-

cs. 
 
This year we experienced many losses of loved ones who regularly a ended East Union or a ended  
in the past. From January through November, we lost Linda Miller, Jen Zook Tritle, Darlene Logan, 
Ortrun Logan, Gene Troyer, Bea Knepp, and Gladys Schlabaugh. It is especially during these mes of  
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Grateful for our Goodly Heritage 

 

70 years ago: 1953 

January 14 - The Goodwill Sewing will 
meet on Thursday, January 17, at the 
home of Ardith Ropp. The project for 
the month is a special offering for 
sheets. 

January 27 - A special program will be 
given this evening at 7:30. Four foreign 
students, representing four different 
nationalities, will present the program. 
They are students at Hesston College. 
 

60 years ago: 1963 

January 6 - Sheldon Yoder and Mr. and 
Mrs. Kenneth Hershberger have re-
quested their church letters wishing to 
unite with a congregation where they 
are living. Please register any comments 
with one of the ministers. 

January 20 - Mr. and Mrs. Don Bren-
neman of Chicago are the parents of a 
daughter born Jan. 12, answering to the 
name Rosalind Joy. 
  

50 years ago:  1973 

January 7 - Practice for the Mennonite 
community production of Martyr’s Mir-
ror will begin on Monday evening, Janu-
ary 8, 7:30 p.m. at IMS. Rehearsals will 
be on alternate Monday evenings and 
Sunday afternoons. All adults interested 
are strongly urged to participate. Plan 
now to attend all rehearsals. David 
Rhodes, adult choir director. 

 

the people around them as they go off 
to school? Moms in Touch welcomes 
any mother of school age children to 
join us for prayer in the Lower Deer 
Creek church library on Mondays from 
8:00-9:00 p.m. For more information 
call: Tami Miller or Julie Murray 

 

 

 

10 years ago: 2013 

January 27 - Crowded Closet News - 
Yes, it’s East Union’s turn, so mark 
your calendars and begin planning how 
you can contribute to the Crowded 
Closet Bake Sale on Saturday, February 
16. More details will follow. All the 
proceeds from the Bake Sale go direct-
ly to Mennonite Central Committee. 
 

 

January 27 - Iowa Mennonite School 
is in need of host families for interna-
tional students for the 2013-14 school 
year. Students will be attending from 
several countries; more information is 
available by contacting Principal Tony 
Miller at IMS. Please consider opening 
your home for the year! 

 

January 14 - The revised constitu-
tion was accepted by a vote of 42 yes 
and 3 no...Our fiscal year will be Sep-
tember 1 to August 31. 
 

40 years ago: 1983 

January 9 - Congratulations to Si-
mon Mullet and Ida Miller on their 
wedding on January 1. God’s richest 
blessings for them in their marriage. 

January 16 - There will be an all 
church fellowship meal at noon. The 
Leadership Committee report will 
follow. Leader - Keith Dickel. Song-
leader - Julie Beachy. There will be no 
service here this evening. 

30 years ago: 1993 

January 10 - The Church Council 
has approved a recommendation to 
being a nursery for small children 
during the worship service. A volun-
teer is needed to organize and begin a 
nursery program. Anyone interested 
should contact Larry Detweiler for 
more information. 

January 24 - The new carpeting has 
been laid in the fellowship hall. Many 
thanks to those who helped tear out 
the old carpeting last Monday. The 
Trustees 

 

20 years ago: 2003 

January 26 - Are you interested in 
praying more for your children and 
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loss when the church’s love, care, and support can be most important. I am so grateful to the folks who visited, 
wrote, texted, and called persons who experienced death in their family. East Union does an excellent job of provid-
ing space, meals, and meaningful services for folks to grieve and celebrate the lives of loved ones. I am grateful for 
this service to our church family. 
 
In addi on to hard losses, we also experienced great joy in hos ng some amazing and lifechanging events at East 
Union and with partners in the community. We held our Vaca on Bible School from July 29-30 and our youth trav-
eled to Harlan, Kentucky on August 1-5 to par cipate in the Sharing With Appalachian People (SWAP) program. We 
also hosted Song Fest, Regional Healthy Boundaries Training for pastors and leaders from Central Plains Mennonite 
Conference (CPMC), and CPMC’s Council of Commi ees, as well as a joint fundraiser with Upper Deer Creek to sup-
port Joe Fernau and his family. At East Union, we con nue to strengthen our muscles to host and serve our commu-
nity and world.  
 
This year we said goodbye to Crystal Wade who faithfully served as office manager for the past eight years, and we 
welcomed Mary Von Seggern who is filling the posi on today. We are grateful for their service to our church and 
the community. 
 
We celebrated with Pleasantview this year on their groundbreaking for renova ons and a new memory care unit 
that they are rapidly construc ng, as well as a record-breaking benefit sale in November! There is so much to be 
thankful for this past year and much to look forward to in the year to come. May we con nue to seek out how 
God’s faithfulness is being lived out at East Union and in the community in 2023. May it be so. 
 
Peace and blessings, 
pastor Joel Beachy 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Help Frosty  
find his way  

through the snow  
and back to his 

friends! 
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  JANUARY 2023 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 Morning  

Worship  

 
 
 

 
Joel & Katrina 
  Miiller ‘11 

2 
 
 
 
 

3   Mennonite 
Women Meeting 

 

Simon Detweiler 
Theodore denBleyker 
Emily Yoder 
Teresa Boshart Yoder 
Linda Tones 
Marlin & June Miller ’70  
Victor & Megan 
  Gingerich ‘09 

4 
 

CHOW & 
Take Away  

Hunger Night 
 
Iva Showalter 

 

5 
 
 

6 
 
Sarena Gerber 
 

7 
 
Jacob Geyer 
 

8 Morning  
Worship  
 
 

9 
 
June Miller 
 

10 
 

 
Alan denBleyker 
Lori Hochstetler 
Jerre & Tammi Erb  
  ‘81 
 

11 
Church Council 
Meeting, 7 PM 

 
Blake Hemachandra 
Michael & Deb Loss 
  ‘69 

12 
 
 

13 

 
Tim Yoder 
 

14 

 
Joe Fernau 
Warren & Emily 
  Yoder ‘17 

15 Morning  
Worship  
 
Etta Graber 

16 

 
 
 
 

EU Choir sings at 
Bethel AME, 2 PM 

Liz  Rhodes 

17 

 
 
 

18 

 

Mid-Week 
Potluck 

 
Dale Troyer 

 

19 

 
 

 20 
 
Laurie Droll 
 

21 

 
Letha Yoder 
Pam Stoltzfus 
Tim Litwiller 
 

22 Morning  
Worship  
 
 

 

 
Jace  
  Swartzendruber 
 
 
 

23 

 
 
Dennis Miller 
Matt Rhodes 

24 

 
 
Lois Gugel 
 

25 

Church Business 
Meeting, 7 PM 

 
Nita Miller 
 

26 

 
 
Angela Beary 
Dale Miller 

27 

 
 
Quinlan Miller 
 
 
 

 

28 
 
 
 

29 Morning  
Worship  
 

 
Michael Santoro 
 
 

 

30 

 
 

Stacey Milani 

31 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 


