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Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44 All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45 they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they spent
much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added
to their number those who were being saved.
Acts 2:43-47 (NRSVUE)
For generations, Anabaptist Mennonites have endeavored to work together to live into what we hope for in
the kingdom of God. Oftentimes, this has taken the form of some type of service. We remember fondly and
continue to support programs such as Mennonite Disaster Service (MDS), the PAX Program, or Mennonite
Central Committee (MCC), and many more service opportunities. Within our own congregation, many of us
have served inside and outside of the United States in programs that seek to not only share the Good News
of Jesus Christ but to work earnestly at ending the suffering of those who live in poverty or under political
duress. Our efforts have attempted to demonstrate to the world that when we pool our resources, including
our human capital, we can accomplish much in aiding the hurting in our world. We engage in these acts of
service because as we serve, we experience transformation in our own lives. We see ourselves transforming
and conforming more to the likeness of Christ who served and fed the needy, ate with sinners, healed the
untouchables, and spoke truth to power in the temples by proclaiming the year of jubilee.
We choose to go to church together to continue these efforts of transformation through our worship and
through studying scripture together. We serve one another by taking on leadership roles through our Gifts
Discernment processes. We build friendships and relationships where accountability can be lived out in
healthy and caring ways. This works is part of our ongoing commitment to reconciliation, and it’s what we do
at East Union.
The early church in Acts lived this out through the sharing of resources, spending time together, eating together, praising God together, and by inviting and welcoming others to join in these committed acts of community building. The early church and our church today struggled when there were conflicts. They gathered
together to work through these decisions earnestly seeking out not only the common good but also how God
was calling the community to live faithfully with one another.
This past Memorial Day weekend a delegate body of 504 persons from congregations across Mennonite
Church USA, gathered in Kansas City, Missouri to review, discuss, and vote on four resolutions. At East Union,
links to resources regarding these resolutions were sent out through our weekly emails and listed in the bulletin for several weeks. We held a brief town hall meeting on Sunday, May 8 to hear a little about these resolutions and their histories. Nyle Kauffman and Caleb Detweiler, who were selected as our congregation’s delegates, listened at the town hall meeting for feedback from the congregation. We also encouraged individuals and classes to discuss these proposed resolutions and to reach out to our delegates with affirmations,
dissensions, concerns, and suggestions for how they wanted to be represented at the special delegate session. Our overarching desire was that Caleb and Nyle would be empowered to represent East Union well,
participate fully in the process during the delegate assembly, and report back to East Union with clarity and
insight.
Continued on page 2

In this article, I will state the simple results of the resolutions, but Nyle, Caleb, the elders, and I will work to report on these decisions with greater clarity and discussion in the weeks and months to come. Our work at East Union will be to seek understanding
for how these resolutions may or may not impact the ways in which we do church together now and into the future. We want to
recognize that there may be anxiety around decisions and how churches in our community and conference may respond to these
resolutions. I believe our leadership at East Union is committed to continuing to serve the entirety of our congregation and any
who may come in the future with integrity and compassion. Like the early church, I see East Union as a body of people who are
committed to earnestly living out our faith and living respectfully with one another even at times when we may disagree.
Results of the 2022 Mennonite Church USA Special Delegate Session at Kansas City, Missouri
Resolution Name

Results of Vote

Clarification on Mennonite Church USA Polity and the
Role of the Membership Guidelines of Mennonite
Church USA

Yes: 404 delegates (82.8%)
No: 84 delegates (17.2%)
Abstain: 3

A Resolution for Repentance and Transformation

Yes: 267 (55.7%)
No: 212 (44.3%)
Abstain: 9

MC USA For Justice Resolution – Resolution for a call
to study. This resolution did not need to be voted
on as it did not propose any specific action or
change to polity. A group will be working on researching this topic, encouraging congregations to
study, and bringing a proposal for a resolution to a
future biennial delegate session.

Not applicable

MC USA Accessibility Resolution

Vote was taken by raise of hand.
Yes: All delegates (100%)
No: 0
Abstain: 0

The delegate body did a lot of hard work this past weekend. Our delegates, Caleb and Nyle did a lot of hard work and represented
our congregation well with their participation. I want to thank them for their service to East Union through this process. We see in
the results of two resolutions how the broader church is not of one mind on what it looks like to include LGBTQIA people in our
churches. In many ways, the broader church reflects the Kalona community and even East Union Mennonite Church. We must continue to grapple with how we live faithfully and bring others to Christ no matter who they are. At East Union, my hope is that we
stay committed to one another and to our own faith formation when we agree or when we disagree on difficult theological topics.
May we continue to be formed into the people of God. May you personally be stretched and transformed as you seek to follow
Jesus Christ in your own life. May we remember God’s faithfulness to East Union and trust that God will walk with us through these
difficult conversations. May it be so.
Peace and blessings,
pastor Joel Beachy
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Grateful for our Goodly Heritage

70 years ago: 1952

40 years ago: 1982

June 1 - A group of young folks will be
singing at the Veterans Hospital, Monday evening from 7:30 to 8:30.

June 27 - Bruce and Karen Harvey
will be received into our church
membership today.

June 15 - Bishop D. J. Fisher is at Iowa
City this morning. Ordination services
for Virgil Brenneman are being held this
morning.

June 27 - Erika Rachel was born to
Wanda and Kenneth Yoder on Saturday, June 19. We extend our congratulations.

60 years ago: 1962
June 3 - The marriage of Lowell Yoder
and Mary Ann Short was solemnized
Saturday, June 2, at the Evangelical Mennonite Church in Archbold, Ohio.
June 9 - A daughter, Cheryl Diane, was
born to Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Fisher on
June 5.
June 24 - The wedding of Colleen
Rhodes and John Stoltzfus, Jr. will be
solemnized at the East Union Church
on Saturday, June 30 at 7:30 P.M.

50 years ago: 1972
June 11 - MYF will meet Wednesday,
7:30 pm at the church to go swimming
at Iowa City Park.
June 18 - We extend our congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Edd Zook. There
were married on Friday, June 16.
June 25 - Bernard and Emma Rediger,
Pelham, New York, are the parents of a
son, Scott Sterling, Born June 20.

30 years ago: 1992
June 14 - Congratulations and best
wishes to LaDonna Kauffman and
Steve Abbot who were married here
yesterday, June 13,

20 years ago: 2002
June 2 - Congratulations to Steven
Rhodes, Amanda Short and Elise
Charles who graduated from Goshen
College last Sunday, May 26.
June 16 - Congratulations and best
wishes to Shantell Detweiler and Rick
Kolck on the birth of a son, Richard
William VI. He will be called Will and
was born on Friday, June 7.

10 years ago: 2012
June 10 - All women are invited to a
wedding shower for Allison Miller and
Kyle Troyer at 7 pm in the fellowship
hall. They are registered at Target,
Younkers, and Yotty’s.
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June 2022

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

2

Aaron Schrock

5 Morning
Worship
Karen Harvey
Cheryl Monemi
Tina Hershberger
Ed & Jane Miller ‘71

12 Morning

6

7

8

9

Joyce Schrock
Micah Miller
Tina Dachtler
Phil & Judy Yoder ‘65 Will Kolck
David Troyer
Patra Hamm
Dennis & Sally
Miller ‘75

14

Vera Yoder

Errol Bontrager

Betsy Slabaugh

19 Morning

20

21
Shantell Krabill
Josh & Kara
Yoder ‘14

Erika Rodriguez
Tori Schrock

Phil Yoder
Warren Yoder
Marv & Grace
Rempel ‘70
Wilma & Carroll
Copeland ‘98

26 Morning

27

28

Mateo Rodriguez
Yoder
Julie Meyers
Marv & Paulette
Hershberger ‘81

Kyle Troyer
Norah Yoder
Larry & Carolyn
Amy Graber
Jim & Deb Miller ‘74 Detweiler ‘73

Worship

Worship
Loren Hochstedler
Steve Groenewold

Doyle & Janet
Geyer ‘84

Mennonite
Women
Meeting

13

Worship

Thu

15

16

22

29

3
Laura Jones

Sat
4
Thushan
Hemachandra
Errol & Coletta
Bontrager ‘83
Luke & Rachel
Yoder ‘11

10

11

Randy & Kristen
Rempel ‘95

Coletta Bontrager
Matt & Renae
Miller ‘94
Ralph & Cindy
Fisher ‘88
Jonathan & Amy
Hershberger ‘11

17

18

Tom & Julie
Meyers ‘13

Molly Yoder
Toby Chen

23

24

25

Rachel Yoder
Brett Miller
Lynford Knepp
Brad Knepp

Shane Miller
Marvin & Betsy
Slabaugh ‘89
Chris & Sandi
Rhodes ‘05

Jeff & Lindsay
Swartzendruber
‘11

30

5

Fri

Dorothy Logan
Bill & Jill
Hartsock ‘07

