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From the Pastor’s Desk Annual Meeting is a little like a family reunion. Each year the conference’s congregations: pastors, delegates,
conference leaders, workshop presenters, and others gather to build and renew relationships and to do the
work of the conference. Like a broad, extended family reunion, it is nearly impossible to get to know everyone
well, but there is a sense of collegiality and shared mission that exists from even these institutional bonds.
Don’t believe me? If you don’t believe me, ask Nyle and Lauralee how they met and their courtship!
Family reunions are complex. They offer the chance to better understand who one is and where they come
from. It also allows a person to remind themself what makes them distinct compared to their family of origin.
Annual Meeting offers some of the same opportunities for reflection. When we gather together to worship, to
learn, and to do the work of conference, we remind ourselves of who we are as a community and as individuals (both as churches and individuals within the church community). Trust within this community is both immediate and built slowly over time. On the one hand, there is a deep level of trust gathering with other Mennonites who have been formed by these Anabaptist roots, whether raised in or convinced by this tradition. At
the same time, we live in a polarized society, and those polarities exist within our conference, too. We worry
that what we think and believe may be challenged by others who do not have our same worldview or understanding of what it means to be Anabaptist Mennonite. We recognize that we come from distinct contexts
and serve distinct communities.
The theme for Annual Meeting this year was, “Come to the Table.” Each of our four worship services included
serving and receiving communion in different forms. Each congregation throughout the conference also provided a small block of wood that usually included native woods from our locales. These pieces of wood will
become a part of a tabletop. The finished table will be transported across the conference churches over the
next couple of years to encourage congregations to serve communion or use the table during worship to remind us of our interconnectedness to each other and to Christ who invites us to come to the table.
Our conference leaders preached each service to offer us reminders of how communion and God’s economy
of abundance encourage greater fellowship rather than diminished fellowship. The delegate sessions also
offered times for table discussions on what central themes hold conference together, what is distinctive to
our conference, and how we might continue to name these to guide us into the future. This was combined
with Bible study where each table looked at multiple passages on topics of hospitality, transformation, repentance, and more.
I’m excited for what our conference is doing. It is hard work to build relationships across such a large geographic region. From Busby, Montana to Moline, Illinois is over a thousand miles, and Minneapolis, Minnesota
to Donnellson, Iowa is 372+ miles. The cultural differences sometimes are no less large and distant. However,
we were reminded that we enjoy gathering together. We worship the same one, true God and his son, Jesus
Christ, and we demonstrate God’s grace in the world through our mutual aid, service, peace stances, and
shared desire for all to know the saving grace of Jesus. Central Plains Mennonite Conference is not perfect,
but the community of believers that call her home are committed to following Jesus. I am thankful that East
Union gets to join in the good work of this strong and dynamic conference.
May we continue to learn about what it means to be the Church at East Union. May we learn how our efforts
to be Church can coincide with the congregations of Central Plains Mennonite Conference. May this hard
work continue to lead us to the lifesaving work of the cross and of Jesus. May it be so.
Peace and blessings,
Pastor Joel Beachy

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage

70 years ago: 1952
July 6 - A group of the Young People
will give a program at the Veterans Hospital in Iowa City, Monday evening, July
7th.
July 27 - Brother and Sister A. Lloyd
Swartzendruber will speak at the Wellman Church this evening. They will tell
about their work in Germany during the
past year.

60 years ago: 1962
July 8 - The next Sundays offering will
be taken for the building fund. The
amount we need to close out this fund
is approximately $2,500.
July 22 - M.Y.F. will meet at Vernon
Zook’s Wednesday, July 25, at 7:30 for
a watermelon party.

50 years ago: 1972
July 30 - We extend our congratulations to Lynn Brenneman and Ruth Ann
Wenger. They were married last Saturday, July 22.

40 years ago: 1982
July 18 - We extend our congratulations and best wishes to Larry and Carolyn Detweiler as they have received
Shantell Marie into their home last
week. She is four weeks old today.

July 25 - Persons being taken into
membership today are Marvin and
Grace Rempel, Tamera Erb, and Sheldon Yoder.

30 years ago: 1992
July 12 - Congratulations to Carolyn
Detweiler. She graduated from the
University of Iowa with a Master of
Arts degree in Library Science.

20 years ago: 2002
July 28 - John and Colleen Stoltzfus
would like to invite you, their church
family, to celebrate their 40th wedding anniversary at an OPEN HOUSE
here at the church from 3-5 p.m.
Their children Tonya (Tim) Miller and
Chad (Eliza) Stoltzfus will host the
reception along with their 5 grandchildren, Preston and Peyton Miller and
Ariana, Carter, and Clayton Stoltzfus.

10 years ago: 2012
July 8 - Congratulations and best
wishes to Allison Miller and Kyle
Troyer who were married here yesterday.
July 22 - Congratulations and best
wishes to Jill Stoltzfus and Thushan
Hemachandra who were married
here yesterday.
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Vacation Bible School

At Passport to Peace VBS, children discover that there are many ways to live as peacemakers in our world. They are invited to see every person as part of God's family, and
every interaction as an opportunity to make peace.

Click here to register
Opportunities to serve this summer:
VBS:


Help with teaching or worship drama at Bible School—see Erika Rodriguez or Jill Hemachandra

Summer Sundays Coffee Schedule


Click here or call the church office

Crooked Creek Christian Camp:


A few spots are left to help in the kitchen—Click here or call the camp
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Everence ® to hold informative Medicare workshops at Iowa locations this summer

Hillcrest Academy:


Middle School Update | In March 2021, the
Hillcrest Academy Operating Board began exploring the possibility of adding a middle
school. Since the survey in 2021, there continues to be community interest in adding a middle school option to Hillcrest Academy. The
Hillcrest Operating Board is in an ongoing conversation with others and is still exploring the
details it will take to add a middle school. The
next step in this process will be to form a middle school committee which will include community involvement and members from the
Operating Board. The Operating Board is seeking a member of the community to head up
this committee. If interested, please contact
Beth Swantz (bswantz@hillcrestravens.org).
Please pray with us for discernment and guidance on the journey ahead for this project.



Save the date for The Annual Hillcrest Academy Golf Benefit. This year's event is on Saturday, July 16 at the Kalona Golf Club. For details, to register, or to be a sponsor check out
hillcrestravens.org/golfbenefit.

Everence will host a series of workshops titled,
Make Medicare An Easy Step at the following Iowa locations this summer:
 July 11: Grinnell Friends Church: 1115 West St.
S., Grinnell, IA


Aug. 22: Kalona Public Library: 510 C Avenue,
Kalona, IA



Sept. 26: First Mennonite Church: 405 Myrtle
Ave, Iowa City, IA

Specific topics will include, signing up for Medicare, what Medicare covers, the various “parts” of
Medicare and budgeting for healthcare in retirement.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Much is happening on the Pleasantview campus,
and you can follow some of the progress at
www.pvkalona.com or on our Facebook page!
In addition, there will be an Independent Living
Open House on Saturday, July 9, from 10:00 am –
2:00 pm. Come and tour one of our units, ask questions, see what we have to offer! It’s a come-andgo event; please come to the Friendship Center upon arrival to the campus.
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July 2022

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1
Jeff Yoder
Donavon Yoder
Dick & Jane
Yoder-Short ‘79

3 Morning
Worship

4

Worship

6
Mennonite
Women
Meeting

Summer
Sunday
Activities

10 Morning

5

Halid Saner-Harvey

Sat
2
Jane Miller

7

8

9

Owen Higdon
Kyle & Allison
Troyer ‘12

Paulette
Hershberger
Kenna Schrock

Olivia Dachtler

Marvin Rempel

11

12

Summer Sunday
Activities &
Potluck

13

14

15

16

Caleb Detweiler

Cindy Dickel
Luke Yoder
Macy Yoder

Sandy Schlabaugh
Randy & Jill
Miller ‘06

Renae Miller
Lynford & Ami
Knepp ‘94

20

21

22

23

Julia Boller
Carolyn Detweiler
Sandi Rhodes
Jill & Thushan
Hemachandra
‘12

Lucas Beachy
Dirk Logan
LilaKate Milani
Joe & Carrie
Schmidt ‘00

Deb Miller
Ava Miller
Herb & Kathy
Miller ‘83
Kara & Dominick
Porter ‘11

27

28

29

30

Dale Rhodes

Gaylord Yoder

Jacob & Hannah
Geyer ‘12

Justin Boller
Caleb & Heidi
Detweiler ‘11

Eve Yoder

17 Morning
Worship

Summer Sunday
Activities

18

19

Greg Yoder
Tripp Carolan

Carey Miller

Joel & Christine
Beachy ‘04
Chad & Annika
Miller ‘93

24 Morning
Worship

Summer Sunday
Activities

25

26

Judy Yoder
Ed Hershberger
Randy Miller

31
Summer Sunday
Activities
Allison Troyer
Matt Miller
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