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Have nothing to do with godless myths and old wives’ tales; rather, train yourself to be godly. 8 For
physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things, holding promise for both the
present life and the life to come. 9 This is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance. 10 That
is why we labor and strive, because we have put our hope in the living God, who is the Savior of all
people, and especially of those who believe.
1 Timothy 4:7-10 (NIV)
Over the last several summers, we, at East Union, have engaged in what we named, “Summer Second Hour.”
This programming has given us the opportunity to experiment and explore more intergenerational formation
during the Sunday school hour, as well as intergenerational activities that have extended beyond Sunday
morning. These experiences have included activities like Crooked Creek pool parties, putt putting, potlucks,
cookie baking for the Summer Lunch Program, and many more. We hope to continue some of these activities
and experiences this year.
This summer, though, we are shifting slightly to what the Nurture Committee has called, “Summer Sundays.”
The hope is to incorporate the entire Sunday morning service and formational activities into a continuous
opportunity to worship, to learn, and to grow together as an intergenerational community of faith. Young
and old will try to engage with various spiritual practices to learn how to commit to seeking God more faithfully in our daily lives and as a community.
Our worship series and curriculum will be based on MennoMedia’s, Current: Seeking God Together materials.
Throughout this thirteen-week summer series, we will learn about spiritual practices that engage the mind,
body, and spirit to draw us into deeper relationship with God personally and corporately. These spiritual disciplines will include familiar practices like prayer, scripture study, service, and confession, but they will also
include such practices as making time, honoring our bodies, and walking together.
The summer is a fun time to try new things as we know our schedules rapidly change due to vacations, reunions, and other adventures. We hope to use this space to encourage those who attend on any given Sunday
through engaging in various spiritual practices and more immersive worship. The Worship Committee and
Nurture Committee are continuing to plan our services. Some of my hopes are that we will offer opportunities for you to get involved during the Sunday morning worship service. For example, there may be a reader’s
theater or scripture reading that you could volunteer to read. There may be some opportunities for short
dramas or special music. Maybe you would be willing to pray for a specific concern in the church. Again, we
will attempt to explore how we can worship that engage us personally and corporately in new ways.
Over the last several weeks, I have spent some cold afternoons and evenings at soccer games and track
meets. I am ready for warm, summer weather to finally arrive, but I am also excited for the ways that we will
engage the Spirit of God together at East Union during our “Summer Sundays.” I hope you will join us!
May we continue to be formed into the people of God. May you personally be stretched and transformed as
you seek God in your life. May we look forward with anticipation to all the activities and fun we can have together as we worship, learn, and grow together this summer. May it be so.
Peace and blessings,
pastor Joel Beachy

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage

Welcome to Summer Sundays
beginning in June!
70 years ago: 1952

30 years ago: 1992

May 25 - There will be a picnic dinner
at 11:00 A.M. on Memorial Day at the
Jake Erb home for the Young Married
People and their families. In case of inclement weather the picnic will be held
at I.M.S. Coffee and lemonade will be
furnished.

May 24 - Congratulations to Tom
Miller who is graduating today from
Coe College with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Math.

May 13 - The marriage of Mary Ellen
Beachy and Wilbur Litwiller will be solemnized at the church on Saturday at
6:30 P.M.

May 31 - This morning we are giving
Bibles to those completing high
school this year. Those completing at
Mid-Prairie are: Josh Bailey, Jeannine
Hochstetler. Those completing at IMS
are: Jonette Kauffman, Teresa Loss,
Matt J. Miller, Willie Miller, Randy
Rempel, Greg Yoder. Congratulations
to each of you.

50 years ago: 1972

20 years ago: 2002

May 14 - Parents and children taking
part in the Dedication Service this
morning are: Mr. and Mrs. James Boller
and Tina Marie, Mr. and Mrs. Francis
Litwiller and Andrea Rochelle, Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Moberly and Lisa Renae,
Mr. and Mrs. Laban Swartzendruber and
Tammy Lynn, and Mr. and Mrs. Eric
Thirtle and Crystal Joy.

May 5 - “Not Be Shaken,” a personal
worship CD recorded by Stirred, is
now available. Copies are available
underneath the church mailboxes.

60 years ago: 1962

40 years ago: 1982
May 23 - We congratulate our graduates: Heidi Carmen at City High; Kim
Logan at Mid-Prairie; Melanie Yoder and
Bryan Yutzy at IMS; Dan Fisher at NW
Iowa Technical College; Ted Fisher at
St. Olaf College; Jeanette Miller at Kirkwood Community College and Dave
Showalter at Coe College.

May 12 - The people baptized last
week were: Elizabeth Beachy, Megan
Bontrager, Jonathan Hershberger,
Shane Miller, Kara Stoltzfus and Lindsay Yoder.
May 19 - Congratulations to Greg
Yoder who is graduating today from
Drake University with a Master’s Degree in Guidance Counseling.

10 years ago: 2012
May 13 - All women are invited to
celebrate a wedding shower for Jacob
Geyer and Hannah Roth on Saturday,
May 26, at 9:00 am.
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Join East Union for Summer
Sundays following worship each
Sunday during June, July & August.
Everyone is welcome to a casual
gathering in the fellowship hall
after worship. We will explore spiritual practices together with activities for all ages. Coffee, lemonade,
and snacks will be served, and
monthly potlucks will be shared.
We're looking forward to everyone
learning and spending time together during the summer months in
our upcoming Summer Sundays
program!

The intergenerational materials
will guide faith formation of
children and adults. Themes include focusing on God within us,
sensing God around us, and growing with God beside us.

Questions? See anyone on the
planning team. Summer Sundays
planning team: Pam Stoltzfus,
Christine Maust Beachy, Allison
Troyer, Carrie Miller, Doyle Geyer,
Denny Yoder, and Joel Beachy.

Check Out These Eastern Iowa Attractions
Submitted by Janet and Doyle Geyer
In March we went to Cedar Rapids to check
out the African American Museum of Iowa. It
is located near the Czech Village and Newbo
City Market (55 12th Ave SE). We were really
impressed with the presentation and historical information about the African American
experience in Iowa. Displays started with the
slave trade history and included a poignant
walk through “white only” or “colored only”
doors representing segregation in the 20th
century. Did you know there was a mining
community in southern Iowa, named Buxton, that was almost 100% African American? Did
you know about the Katz Drug Store sit-in in Des Moines to protest segregation? Do you
know that as late as the 1960’s a church community in Cedar Rapids split over selling land to
a prominent African American physician? The museum also has a temporary display about
the New Jim Crow and ongoing redlining issues.
We encourage you to check out the museum. Currently hours are limited to Thursday through Saturday,
10-4 p.m., masks required and cost is $6.00 for adults
but recommend checking the website here before

planning to go.

We have also lately eaten at a couple of black owned
restaurants that we recommend. Check out
Sugapeach in North Liberty and Vivian’s Soul Food in
southwest Cedar Rapids. Yummy southern soul food!
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Sun
1

Mon
3

2
Reid Detweiler
Sadie Fernau
Nelson & Mary
Miller ‘70

8 Morning
Worship

Tue

9

Mennonite
Women
Meeting
Seth Groenewold

10

Wed
4
CHOW

Worship

16

Worship

23

Will & Emily
Miller ‘99

29 Morning
Worship
Carrie Schmidt

30

Sat

5

6

7

Jackie Bailey

Verna Zook
Mary Miller

Ed & Bobbie
Hershberger ‘77

11

12

13

14

Rebecca Beachy
Miller
Austin
Hemachandra
Jaxon Carolan
Cruz Carolan

Chris Rhodes

17

18

19

Jane Yoder-Short

Marilyn Fisher
Paul & Laura
Miller ‘68

Adam Yoder

Sarah Yoder

Jim & Annie
Yoder ‘88

24

25

26

27

28

Jon & Carrie
Miller ‘14
Adam & Katie
Yoder ‘11

Marv Hershberger

Trent Yoder

22 Morning

Fri

Ian Schmidt

Kristen Rempel
Keith & Cindy
Dickel ‘69

15 Morning

Thu

31

Memorial
Day
Marlan Logan

5

20

Becky Yoder

21

Tilli Yoder
Chris Yoder
Annika Miller
Theodore &
Shantell Krabill
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