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9 Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. 10 For if they fall, one will lift up 
the other; but woe to one who is alone and falls and does not have another to help. Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 

(NRSV) 
 
Sabbatical was such a wonderful experience for me and our family this summer. Throughout our time, we had 
many opportunities to learn and grow. There were also times for relaxing and serving. There were times to ponder 
difficult topics and to struggle with how to respond to the ongoing racism and injustice that continues to be 
pressed upon people of color and indigenous communities. However, one of the most profound benefits to our 
sabbatical this summer was the sense of camaraderie that our family experienced. It is a gift for which our family 
will forever be indebted to East Union.  
 
The unknown author of Ecclesiastes, sometimes thought to be Solomon or sometimes referred to as “Qohelet,” 
offers words of wisdom for readers. In Ecclesiastes 4:9-10, we find encouragement to embrace our need for others. 
Camaraderie is lifted up as something to be cherished. When we are able to partner with others we give and re-
ceive help with our efforts and in times when we fail or fall down. 
 
Now, I would not categorize our sabbatical as really effort-driven, nor was it filled with what could be described as 
hard times, but our family had so many opportunities this summer to grow closer together. We found a rhythm of 
asking what each person needed. We asked tough questions and wrestled with our answers that never were quite 
finished. We enjoyed each other’s company and found ways to give each other space, too. 
 
In many ways, our experiences of growing closer together as a family this summer is something that I long for the 
folks at East Union to appreciate fully. I already see this kinship happening in the ways that we pray for one anoth-
er and visit each other. I also see it in the way that we fellowship around tables together or chat with one another 
following a service. I experience this same camaraderie when we lift our voices in praise of our Creator God or 
when we contribute financial gifts to causes that help others in need. But I think there is something especially   
important about committing ourselves to spend intentional time together as a church. We need to learn and grow 
from one another. We need to give space and offer each other patience and grace.  
 
The author of Ecclesiastes claims for the reader that “two are better than one.” I believe this is true when we 
choose to lift each other up and support one another. I think it is important to do this over and over, again and 
again. Picking up those who have fallen is not tireless work. There is an effort required. During sabbatical, I would 
say that our family started to recognize patterns of behavior within ourselves and between each other that could 
sometimes be stressful. Times when we were not doing our best thinking or communicating. Those patterns can 
become exasperating if we lose sight of the fact that each of us also struggles from time to time and needs some 
extra grace. When I remember that I have my low moments, I believe it can increase and expand my capacity for 
patience for someone else.  
 
What has become abundantly clear to me is that at the very center of our family’s relationship is a real sense of 
love and respect. We have grown to cherish one another. We look forward to times together, and we trust each 
other to offer space when it is needed (or maybe required!). The same can be true for our church family. I love the 
people of East Union, and more often than not I see love extended throughout the congregation. May we, at East 
Union, continue to work together. May we lift one another up in times of need. May we invite others from outside 
our church and community to experience this ongoing miracle of shared relationship, so that all may know and 
fully understand the God who desires relationship with us. May it be so. 
 
Peace and blessings, 
pastor Joel Beachy 
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30 years ago: 1991 

September 22 - Willard Swartley 

will be East Union’s renewal speaker 

this year. Please reserve Sunday,   

November 3 through Tuesday,     

November 5. The theme will center 

around New Testament Spirituality. 

September 29 - Allen Mitchell, from 

Bethany Baptist Church, Iowa City, 

will be telling of the work of the   

Gideon’s during sharing time today. 

They will accept your offering for the 

work of the Gideon’s at dismissal 

near each exit door. 

 

20 years ago: 2001 

September 9 - Congratulations and 

best wishes to Amy Boller and      

Nathan Graber who were married 

here last Saturday, September 1. 

September 16 - The congregation is 

invited to support our MYF at the Fall 

Festival and buy waffles and pop. 

September 16 - Congratulations 

and best wishes to Michelle (Loss) 

and Matt Miller on the birth of a 

daughter, Haley Brooke, 7 lbs 13 oz; 

20 1/2”, born on Friday, Sept. 14.  

 

10 years ago: 2011 

September 25 - Congratulations to 

Liz Beachy and Steven Rhodes who 

were married yesterday at Doyle & 

Janet’s.  

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage 

60 years ago: 1961 

September 24 - The offering for the 

Spanish Radio Broadcast in Thursday 

night’s meeting was $116.37 and $12.50 

for the Heart to Heart program. 

September 24 - A letter received by 

Mark Swartzendruber is asking our 

M.D.S. organization for assistance with 

the clean up work of the debris left by 

Hurricane “Carla” in this Galveston, 

Texas area. 

 

50 years ago:  1971 

September 19 - Mr. and Mrs. Dennis 

Miller are serving at Pleasantview today. 

Nora Dickel has arranged special music 

and Bro. Leroy Sheats will bring the 

message at the 10:30 service. 

September 26 - Tobe Schmucker of 

the Hope Rescue Mission, South Bend, 

Indiana, will be guest speaker at East 

Union on Sunday morning, October 10. 

 

40 years ago: 1981 

September 6 - The Extension Com-

mittee would like to thank the following 

for having gone to the Washington Co 

Care Facilities for services: Bob Moberly 

family, Sam Hochstetler family, Arnold 

Boller family, Eric Thirtle family, Nor-

man Schrock, Mr. & Mrs. William Logan, 

Clarabelle Schlabaugh, Edwin Yoder 

family, and Velma M. Yoder.  
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From East Union Mennonite Women 

All women are invited and encouraged to join East Union's Mennonite Women gatherings! 
This is a great time to join us as we kick off the new church year. Come, bring a friend and 
join your fellow sisters in knotting, quilting, and fellowship 

  

Our Bible study/devotional for the year is “Sisterhood Decalogue” a 
study of the Ten Commandments authored by Leslie Hawthorne Kling-
ler. She belongs to Lombard Mennonite Church in Illinois. With a mas-
ter’s degree in theology from Fuller Seminary, Klingler is editor of Re-
joice! 

  

We usually meet the first Tuesday of each month in the fellowship hall. 
Come anytime after 8:30. Stay as long as you can; we close shop around 
3:30. Because of the Covid situation, we may need to be a little creative 
with our meetings. Join us for our September meeting. Details in bulle-
tin and weekly email. 

  

We hope to see you at a future meeting!  
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 September 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  
 
 

1 
 

Doug Stoltzfus 

Amy & Nate 

  Graber ‘01 

Donovan & Sarah 

  Yoder ‘06 

 

2 
 

 

3 

 

Ken Yoder 

Mike Carolan 

Darla Trego 

 

 

4 

 

Ken & Wanda 

  Yoder ‘76 

5 Morning  

Worship  

 

6 

 

 

 

 

 

Marian & Rosemond 

  Brenneman ‘55 

7 

Mennonite 

Women  

Meeting 
 

 

8 

 

Bob Yoder 

Ellen Rempel 

Mike & Melanie 

  Schweitzer ‘84 

9 

 

 

 10 
 

Joe Schmidt 

11 

 

Rosemond  

  Brenneman 

 

12 Morning  

Worship  
 
 

 

Micah Fernau 

 

 

13 

 

Jim Hochstetler 

Max Miller 

 

14 

 

James Miller 

Isabelle George 

Rich & Laurie 

  Droll ‘74 

15 
 

 

 

16 

 

 

17 

 

Chuck Yoder 

Yvonne Nixon 

18 

 

 

19 Morning  

Worship 
 

 

 

Beth Carolan 

20 

 

 

 

21 

 

 

Charlie 

  Swartzendruber 

22 
 

 

 

23 

 

 

Levi Fernau 

24 

 

Emily Miller 

Steven & Liz 

  Rhodes ‘11 

 

25 

 

Ella Groenewold 

Ayden Yoder 

26 Morning  

Worship  

 

 

Josh Yoder 

 

27 
 

Nyle Kauffman 

Joani Miller 

Nita Krabill 

Mark & Angie 

  Beary ‘86 

28 
 

Ida Mae Short 

29 
 

 

 

30 
 

 

Mark Beary 

Aaron & April 

  Schrock ‘05 

 
 

 

 
 

 


