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Prove me, O Lord, and try me; test my heart and mind.
Psalm 26:2 (NRSV)

What does it mean to have integrity? I believe a characteristic of a person with integrity includes but is
not limited to being able to stand by one’s words and actions. I think integrity includes truth telling,
even when it is hard to do. I think integrity breeds trust and strengthens relationship bonds. Like the
characteristics of love, I view integrity as not being boastful, self-seeking or self-promoting.
Integrity, to me, is an aspect of love that encourages and lifts up. For some of us, we are led to being
persons of integrity through strong boundaries. Sometimes those boundaries even produce a response
of fear. For example, it may be fear of disapproval or fear of estrangement that helps to keep one acting
with integrity. For others of us, we may be more led to integrity through freedom. By removing the constraints or bonds of fear, we may feel freer to express the best of what we long for. This freedom may
encourage us to stand by our word and react positively and consistently, as no one is trying to catch us
doing wrong or point out our inconsistencies. The freedom may remove most doubt, and the lack of
fear may promote a greater sense of connectedness in our relationships.

I do not believe one strategy is necessarily more pure or more beneficial than the other. In our lives, we
need both discipline and structure, as well as freedom and creativity to live lives of integrity. We sometimes fall into camps when we think that the stick provides better discipline. At other times, we imagine
the carrot elicits a more truthful response. I think it may be more important that we recognize within
ourselves and others how we are motivated by different means to do what is right. Both discipline and
grace can encourage us to be people of integrity.
The psalmist presents a rationale for his or her good character. “Vindicate me, O Lord, for I have walked
in my integrity, and I have trusted in the Lord without wavering” (Psalm 26:1). I wonder how and when
we might speak with such strength of conviction as the psalmist. I wonder if I would ever have the courage or audacity to make such bold statements to God. I fear that I do not, but I long for it. I wonder if we
would spend time considering what motivates us would we be helped in our efforts to be people of integrity. It may be an effective tool to do some soulful reflecting on what helps us to walk through the
narrow gate that Jesus describes in Matthew 7:13.
Regardless of what motivates you this day, we are called to be people of integrity. We are called to let
our “yeses be yes” our “noes be no.” We are called to speak the truth. We are called to do justice. We
are called to be merciful, and we are called to walk humbly. In all that we say and do this month, may
we strive for the same desire for integrity as the psalmist. May we allow God to stir in us and offer
transforming grace. May it be so.
Peace and blessings,
pastor Joel Beachy

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage

70 years ago: 1951

30 years ago: 1991

October 21 - Youth Project: A Pop
corn husking will be held at the Lewis
Bender home, Saturday, October 27th.

October 13 - Congratulations to
Karla Logan and Kelly Doerksen who
were married here yesterday. Their
new address is Inman, Kansas.

60 years ago: 1961
October 22 - Mr. and Mrs. Clarence
Gingerich received into church fellowship by church letter. Rosie Mas, received by water baptism.

October 29 - The wedding of Janet
Frey and Darrel Showalter will be solemnized here at East Union next Saturday afternoon at 2:30.

50 years ago: 1971
October 24 - New members who are
transferring membership to our fellowship this morning are: Mrs. James (Ruth)
Boller, Mrs. Arnold (Wilma) Boller, Mrs.
Ed (Jane) Miller, Mrs. Donald (Verna)
Zook and Wayne and Judy Beachy. We
welcome each of you into our fellowship and pray that our fellowship experiences will be for mutual spiritual
growth.

40 years ago: 1981
October 11 - We welcome Conrad
Wetzel, Tiskilwa, Illinois, to our pulpit
this morning. Brother Wetzel is leading
us in a seminar on Marriage Enrichment
and Family Relations this weekend.

October 13 - Congratulations to
James Erb and Tina Kuusik who were
married yesterday in Ann Arbor,
Michigan. They will be at home in
Naperville, Illinois.
October 20 - Congratulations to
Bryon and Marina Murray on the birth
of their son, Rodney Lee born October 15. Congratulations also to grandparents, John and Loretta.

20 years ago: 2001
October 21 - We say thank you to
the MYF group and their sponsors
who came and raked our leaves and
cleaned the spouting. It was greatly
appreciated. May the Lord bless you
for your kindness - Raymond and Mildred Zook

10 years ago: 2011
October 2 - Congratulations and
best wishes to Randy, Kristen, Greta
and Jace Rempel whose daughter and
sister, Ellen Grace, was born September 8th.
October 23 - Congratulations to
Donavon Sarah Yoder who became
parents of a baby boy, Blake Edward
on October 17th.
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october 2021

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

Sat
2

Keith Dickel
Bobbie Hershberger Jerry & Lou
Ethan Yoder
Miller ‘76
Carey & Joani
Miller ‘11

3 Morning
Worship

4

5
Mennonite
Women
Meeting

Braden Hartsock

6

7

8

9

Trent & Tammy
Yoder ‘01

Sheldon Yoder
Clayton & Tina
Hershberger ‘78

Behla Schmidt
Sam Yoder
Ruby Fernau

Evelyn Charles

14

15

16

David Charles

Doug & Pam
Stolzfus ‘76

22

23

Ed Miller

10 Morning
Worship

17 Morning
Worship
Sally Miller

24 Morning

11

12

13

Elspeth Charles

James & Tina
Erb ‘91

Julie Yoder

18

19

20

21

Lauralee Kauffman

Linda Miller
Greg & Lisa
Schmidt ‘96

Katie Yoder
Mark Atkinson

Brad Hershberger

25

26

27

28

Emma Brenneman

Audrey Miller

Dorothea Moberly
Brian Yoder

Kara Groenewold

29

30

Denny Yoder
Tom Miller &
Rebecca Beachy
Miller ‘05

Laura Miller
Jenna Oyer

Worship
Don & Verna
Zook ‘70
Joe & Carmen
Fernau ‘09

31
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