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The Ecuador Project
East Union through its connection with Central plains conference is a participant in and a supporter of the
Ecuador project. I'd like to tell you more about that. The most recent edition of Missio Dei describes 30 years
of walking in the anabaptist faith in Ecuador.

Around 1990 the Mennonite mission board was invited to become involved with indigenous churches in Ecuador, particularly in their wish for more theological education. In the late 1990s the mission board asked
Iowa Nebraska conference to help them as a partner in this project and then in 2000 the newly formed Central Plains Conference, Mennonite Mission Network, and the Columbian Mennonite Church formed a partnership which sponsored Cesar Moya and Patricia Uruena of Columbia as missionaries in Ecuador. Their initial
focus was providing theological education opportunities for the indigenous churches. As they worked at that
mission and recruited people to help them it became apparent that a supporting congregation in Ecuador in
the Quito area would be helpful to their work and such a congregation was created. The first service of the
Quito Mennonite church was held Easter Sunday April 15th 2001. The church rather quickly developed a long
-term ministry with the refugee population that was arriving at the church from Columbia. At that time there
was considerable political and military unrest in Columbia. Currently most refugees are from Columbia and
Venezuela where living conditions have become quite difficult. The church provides food rations for more
than 200 families each month. In addition they have a peace education project for neighborhood children.
Currently Peter Wigginton and Delicia Bravo are workers sent by Mennonite Mission Network.
In 2015 mission workers Jane and Jerrell Ross Richer with their four children started a new model of mission
which they have called two-way mission. They spend 6 months each year with the indigenous churches in the
Cofan and Kichwa communities and 6 months each year in Goshen, Indiana where Jerrell teaches at Goshen
College. They focus on being neighbors, empowering women, children and youth; and encouraging theological development, creation care and community development in the local cultural settings.
Performing these this work as partnership has had positive effects on all those involved. David Bushart of
central plains has observed that partnership sparked vitality. Partnerships convey legitimacy. Leaders of new
congregations tell us that established communities who have a long history of lived Mennonite beliefs enable
newcomers to trust that this movement is real vital and offers a hope-filled future. The Columbia Mennonite
church has been stimulated to organize themselves for effective mission work and have reached out to other
countries as well. Linda Shelley of Mennonite mission network feels like the impact has been greater and
broader because of the presence of the partners.
The following paragraphs are directly quoted from the Missio Dei booklet.
As the Anabaptist groups in Ecuador are drawn together by the presence of the Holy Spirit and in prayer, we
are all encouraged to join them, as they dream about where the church will be led in the years to come. The
Anabaptist community in Ecuador pleads for bread, for justice, for happier days, for peace in Ecuador as well
as the neighboring Columbia and Venezuela. This community mourns together with their brothers and sisters
that are suffering from political economic and physical violence. We all must join them in their suffering so
that we may be blown on to hope." I will be your God throughout your lifetime. I made you and I will care for
you. I will carry you along and save you." Isaiah 46:4.
Continued on page 3

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage

60 years ago: 1961

30 years ago: 1991

June 18 - Coletta Marie was born to
Ervin and Jennis Miller on June 11.

June 2 - Congratulations to Kara
Bailey and Ann Miller who will graduate from Mid-Prairie today and to Kim
Boller, Stacey Dickel, LeAnne Zook,
Chris Yoder, Mitch Rhodes, and Ryan
Knepp who will graduate from IMS
tomorrow.

50 years ago: 1971
June 6 - We express our congratulations to Ed and Jane Boese Miller. They
were married yesterday afternoon at
the Sugar Creek Mennonite Church at
Wayland. We wish them God’s blessings.
June 13 - Mr. and Mrs. James Boller are
the parents of a daughter, Tina Marie,
born June 6.
June 27 - Mr. and Mrs. Nyle Kauffman
and sons will be leaving the latter part
of July for a 2 year term of service at
the Abiriba Hospital in Nigeria.

June 16 - Our many thanks to all of
you who remembered us on our 75th
wedding anniversary. We received
well over 100 cards and are enjoying
them every day. Thank so much for
your kindness. Chris & Barb Yoder

20 years ago: 2001
June 10 - Congratulations and best
wishes to Matt & Renae Miller on the
birth of Micah Andrew on Wed., June
6. Micah weighed 8 lbs., 13 oz. Congratulations also to grandparents Dale
and Linda.

40 years ago: 1981
June 14 - Come to celebrate the 3rd
anniversary of the Crowded Closet June
19-20. There will be refreshments and
special sales.
June 28 - We extend our congratulations to the newly married couples.
Gilbert Troyer and Jane Freese were
married last evening in a lawn wedding
at her parent’s home. Marvin Hershberger and Paulette Miller were married
last evening in a wedding at the church.

10 years ago: 2011
June 5 - Congratulations to Rachel
Yoder and Luke Yoder who were
married yesterday, June 4.
June 26 - Congratulations to Lindsay
Yoder and Jeff Swartzendruber who
were married yesterday.

2

3

The Ecuador Project continued
The Ecuadorian Church also awaits new paths as they dream of planting new churches and draw from deeper within to find their
true Ecuadorian Anabaptist and Ecuadorian Indigenous Anabaptist identities. These leaders will be steeped in Anabaptist understanding and will forge new paths theologically. Ecuador and much of Anabaptism has a history written by people who in many
cases do not look like or even think the same ways as the new leaders today, yet the new leaders will now be the one who will
write the history and the future of this flourishing Anabaptist Church.
The Indigenous Church looks forward to new times, when they will have their own theological educational institutions to train
their future leaders in this new identity that embraces the culture, the dress, the language, the food, the ancient traditions, and
the love and defense of creation that takes Jesus revolutionary and saving message and allows it to transform their ancient
beliefs into amazing ways.
The Quito Church hopes to see a culture of peace transcend through all its life, in all its programs and in all its ministries. This includes a peace and reconciliation center that educates their current and future leaders, giving them tools to work toward peace
in their different walks of life. They trust the spirit to show how the church becomes a city on a hill, a lamp that will not be
blown out, teaching peace to all of Quito and the Andian Region.
Anabaptists in Ecuador feel a shiver down their spines as they feel The gales blow in the entire Andean Region, as Anabaptist develop ties from Venezuela, to Peru, to Columbia, all through Ecuador, and beyond. As regional Andian gatherings grow and bonds
are strengthened the effects will be seen, like a condor soaring on the wind currents.
God's spirit has been at work in Ecuado; many many years ago, seeds were planted before any missionaries ever set foot on this
beautiful land. We have no way of knowing where the winds blew those seats and where they landed and where the breezes continue to take them. But we have faith that amazing things will continue to happen; we will continue to be surprised by God's work
along the rivers in the Amazon, in the highlands, in the shadows of the snow capped mountains, and alongside thee crashing
waves of the Ecuadorian coast. God is present; God is breathing; God is moving mountains; the spirit is sustaining all; the spirit
goes where it wishes.
We pray that the wisdom of God that comes from above would come upon each of the members of the partnership and that the
character of the Lord be reflected in every step and decision to be faced in the future. Amen
Additional note: Joel's plan for his Sabbatical last year included spending several months in Quito, Ecuador with this work. The
Covid epidemic upset the plan.
Submitted by Nyle Kauffman, Missions & Service Communicator

Vacation Bible School is coming up on
August 6 & 7! We are looking forward
to growing together! Please consider
signing up for a position by going to:
EUMC Bible School 2021 Sign-Up Google Sheets There are a wide variety
of ways to help! Questions or having
trouble using the good document?
Please see Erika Rodriguez or Jill
Hemachandra. Thank you in advance
for giving your time and resources to
ensure that our kids learn about
‘God’s Great, BIG, Beautiful World!’
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JUNE 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Wed

Thu

2

3

Doyle & Janet
Geyer ‘84

Laura Stoltzfus

9

10

Aaron Schrock

Mennonite
Women
Meeting

6 Morning
Worship
Joyce Schrock
Micah Miller
Tina Dachtler
Phil & Judy
Yoder ‘65

13 Morning
Worship

7

14

Errol Bontrager

20 Morning

21

Phil Yoder
Warren Yoder
Marv & Grace
Rempel ‘70
Bob & Deb
Derksen ‘81
Wilma & Carroll
Gopeland ‘98

27 Morning

Randy & Kristen
Rempel ‘95

Will Kolck
David Troyer
Patrea Hamm
Dennis & Sally
Miller ‘75

Betsy Slabaugh

Worship

8

15

22

28

29

Norah Yoder
Amy Graber
Jim & Deb
Miller ‘74

Kyle Troyer
Larry & Carolyn
Detweiler ‘73

4

5

Thushan
Hemachandra
Errol & Coletta
Bontrager ‘83
Luke & Rachel
Yoder ‘11

Karen Harvey
Cheryl Monemi
Tina Hershberger
Ed & Jane
Miller ‘71

11

12

Coletta Bontrager
Matt & Renae
Miller ‘94
Ralph & Cindy
Fisher ‘88
Jonathan & Amy
Hershberger ‘11

Vera Yoder

18

19

Wedding Shower
for Jacob Boller
& Caitlyn
Moneysmith

17

Bob Derksen
Tom & Julie
Meyers ‘13

Molly Yoder
Toby Chen

23

24

25

Shane Miller
Marvin & Betsy
Slabaugh ‘89
Chris & Sandi
Rhodes ‘05

Jeff & Lindsay
Loren Hochstedler
Swartzendruber ‘11 Steve Groenewold

30

Worship
Mateo Rodriguez
Yoder
Julie Meyers
Marv & Paulette
Hershberger ‘81

Sat

16

Rachel Yoder
Brett Miller
Lynford Knepp
Brad Knepp

Shantell Krabill
Josh & Kara
Yoder ‘14

Fri

Jill & Bill
Hartsock ‘07

6

Erika Rodriguez
Tori Schrock

26

