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25 The Lord spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, saying: 2 Speak to the people of Israel and say to them: 
When you enter the land that I am giving you, the land shall observe a sabbath for the Lord. 3 Six years 
you shall sow your field, and six years you shall prune your vineyard, and gather in their yield; 4 but in the 
seventh year there shall be a sabbath of complete rest for the land, a sabbath for the Lord: you shall not 
sow your field or prune your vineyard. 5 You shall not reap the aftergrowth of your harvest or gather the 
grapes of your unpruned vine: it shall be a year of complete rest for the land. 6 You may eat what the land 
yields during its sabbath—you, your male and female slaves, your hired and your bound laborers who live 
with you; 7 for your livestock also, and for the wild animals in your land all its yield shall be for food. 

Leviticus 25:1-7 (NRSV) 
 
My family and I are so thankful to be gifted this opportunity for sabbath rest this summer. The principle of sabbath 
and sabbatical are important to the life and wellbeing of the people of God. Too often this spiritual practice has 
been maligned. In many regards, I think we as humans worry that we will be viewed as unproductive, lazy, ineffi-
cient, or even wasteful. As Anabaptist Mennonites those are some of the most condemning labels we can imagine. 
But I view sabbath rest, whether Sunday or different day of the week, or sabbatical to be an important part of 
God’s plan for God’s people.  
 
My hope for the folks and community of East Union is that we may each seek sabbath rest in our own lives. It may 
look like sabbath when we gather together with family and friends to eat and relax. It may look like sabbath when 
we go on a long hike or bike ride to enjoy the outdoors and sunshine. It may look like sabbath when we take a nap 
or sit in silence. There are many ways to experience sabbath, and this time for renewal is important, as some of our 
most creative and energizing experiences come when there is sufficient space and time.  
 
This summer we have planned many opportunities to learn and grow as a family. Our mini trips to the Effigy 
Mounds, Cahokia, Illinois, The Lorraine Motel, Choctaw Christian Church, the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, Ala-
bama, and the Rosa Parks Museum & The National Memorial for Peace & Justice museums in Montgomery, Ala-
bama are all chances for our family to learn more about our Indigenous and African American brothers and sisters. 
These learning experiences will hopefully continue to open us up to the compassionate Spirit of God.  
 
I will also be spending a week in solitude in a hermitage at the Prairiewoods Retreat Center in Hiawatha. I look for-
ward to the challenge of opening myself more fully to God’s word and to prayer practices. In talking with other 
pastors, I anticipate this time as a real opportunity to grow in my faith. Entering these spaces sometimes allows 
one to hear the Spirit of God more clearly, and I look forward to the ways God will challenge me in my personal 
walk, as well as considerations for how our ministry at East Union can continue to grow and develop.  
 
I want to encourage you at East Union, too. This will be a time for reimagining and creativity. Sabbatical is a time 
for our lay leaders to exercise their gifts. Our leadership teams are putting in place many ways for the congregation 
to continue worshiping and serving in meaningful ways this summer. I look forward to what you will learn, and I 
cannot wait to bring back ideas and energy to our ministry together. 

 
Thank you so much for offering this gift to me and my family. My hope is that it will continue to energize the minis-
try that we do together at East Union! May we continue to remember that sabbath rest is an important part of our 
calling as the people of God. May we seek it regularly in whatever ways that we can in our personal lives and in the 
life of the church. May we do that this summer and into the future. May it be so. 
 
Peace and blessings, 
pastor Joel Beachy 
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30 years ago: 1991 

May 12 - You are invited to        

celebrate with Henry and Alma 

Beachy for their 50th Wedding Anni-

versary next Sunday, May 19 from 2-4 

pm. 
 

 

20 years ago: 2001 

May 27 - Congratulations and best 

wishes to Elle Charles, Ami Kibe,  

Carmen Schrock, and Erika Yoder 

who will graduate from IMS tomor-

row. 

 

 

10 years ago: 2011 

May 1 - Congratulations to Jacob Erb 

Geyer who graduates today from 

Goshen College. Jacob majored in 

History & Secondary Education. 

May 8 - Congratulations to Bradley 

Hershberger who graduated yester-

day from Iowa State University with a 

major in Math and a minor in Busi-

ness. 

May 29 - Congratulations to our 

graduating high school seniors: 

Gretchen Geyer, Landon Slabaugh, 

Emma Yoder from IMS, and Aimee 

Moberly & Christian Swartzendruber 

from Mid-Prairie. 

May 29 - Congratulations to Adam 

Yoder and Katie Patterson who were 

married on May 24 in St. Louis, MO. 

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage 

60 years ago: 1961 

May 21 - Congratulations to all gradu-

ates of 1961. May God guide you to use 

the knowledge you have gained to His 

glory and for the good of mankind. 

 

50 years ago:  1971 

May 30 - We extend congratulations to 

Allen, Norma, and Norman Schrock 

who are graduating from Kirkwood 

Community College. 

May 30 - We extend congratulations to 

our high school graduates. They are 

Kristen Brenneman, Lynn Brenneman, 

Linda Schlabach, Sandra Schlabaugh, 

George Yoder, and Gregory Yutzy. 
  

40 years ago: 1981 

May 17 - New members being received 

into church membership today are 

Marv in  Her shber ge r ,  Kenneth 

Hochstedler, Denny and Sarah Jane Mil-

ler, and Lee Miller. 

May 24 - We extend congratulations to 

Letha and Sheldon Yoder on the birth 

of Adam Wade on Tuesday, May 19. 

May 31 - We extend congratulations to 

Denny and Becky Yoder on the adop-

tion of Bridgette Renee. She was born 

Tuesday, May 26. 

May 31 - Special mention is in order 

for the 65th anniversary of the marriage 

of Chris and Barb Yoder. They were 

married June 1, 1916. Congratulations. 

All ladies are invited to an outdoor 
Wedding Shower in honor of Linnea 
Slabaugh on Saturday, May 1 at 2:00 
pm at East Union.  Come to wish 
Linnea blessings as she and Jarron 
Stutzman enjoy this exciting time in 
their lives. Linnea and Jarron will ex-
change their vows on May 30 and are 
registered at Target and Crate and 
Barrel at https://www.theknot.com/
us/jarron-stutzman-and-linnea-
slabaugh-may-2021/registry.   

COVID Precautions: This will be an 
outdoor, socially distanced 
event.  Masks are encouraged but not 
required outdoors.  But please wear 
masks if entering the church build-
ing.  If you do not feel comfortable 
attending this event but would like to 
drop off a gift prior to the shower, 
please feel free to do so. There will be 
a table set up in the foyer for this pur-
pose.  

https://www.theknot.com/us/jarron-stutzman-and-linnea-slabaugh-may-2021/registry
https://www.theknot.com/us/jarron-stutzman-and-linnea-slabaugh-may-2021/registry
https://www.theknot.com/us/jarron-stutzman-and-linnea-slabaugh-may-2021/registry
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East Union continues the program that invites persons to ‘catch a ride’ to church 

events such as morning worship, Summer Second Hour, or wedding showers. The 

RideShare Ministry will allow gasoline savings, build relationships and continue the 

opportunity to attend church activities when driving isn’t an option due to weather 

or night activity.  An updated list of names and phone numbers are available to those 

who would like a ride and those who would be interested in picking up riders. In the 

meantime, if you have new interest in participating as a rider or driver or have ques-

tions, please talk with Pastor Joel, an Elder or Janet Geyer. Blessings  

East Union  

RideShare Ministry 

Book your calendar and make plans to participate in the online silent auction, drive through meal and My Coins 
Count collection for this year’s Iowa Relief Sale.   

• My Coins Count will be collected during the month of May.  Coins (and bills and checks) will be going to a deaf 
and blind school in the country of Jordan. More information to come. 

• A drive through meal will be held Friday, June 4 from 4:30-7:30 pm at Kalona Mennonite Church. The menu 
will include two options; 1. Chicken fajitas, rice, refried beans, chips, salsa, dessert 2. Smoked pork loin, green 
beans, coleslaw, homemade bread, tapioca, dessert.  There will be a few tables in the parking lot set up for 
those who drive a long distance and want to eat it while it's hot rather than taking it back home.  

• The online auction will be ACTIVE from May 30-June 6. For more information, check out the website at http://
www.iamccreliefsale.org/ or facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/iowamennonitereliefsale/. 

• The MCC online auction committee is looking for volunteers to help with the drop off/pickup of auction items as 
well as staging and taking photos of them for the website. If this is something you'd be willing to help with, or 
know someone else who is, please contact Steve Groenewold at stevegroenewold@gmail.com or 319.936.4113. 
If you have items to donate or want to host a meal to be auctioned, also contact Steve.  

• The MCC Relief Sale Board is looking for a co-chair and quilt chairperson after this year's sale. Please keep 
this in mind and prayerfully consider if it's something you could do. If so, contact Quinlan Miller at quinlansmil-
ler@gmail.com 

Thank you all for your continued support of the MCC Sale. We appreciate each of you!  

For more information, talk to your church reps, Janet Geyer and Emily Yoder and Relief Sale Board Rep, Chris 
Rhodes.  

http://www.iamccreliefsale.org/
http://www.iamccreliefsale.org/
https://www.facebook.com/iowamennonitereliefsale/
mailto:stevegroenewold@gmail.com
mailto:quinlansmiller@gmail.com
mailto:quinlansmiller@gmail.com
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1 

 

Linnea Slabaugh 

Bridal Shower  

2 PM 

2 Morning  

Worship  

 

 

Reid Detweiler 

Sadie Fernau 

Nelson & Mary 

  Miller ‘70 

3 

 

 

Seth Groenewold 

4 

Ian Schmidt 

 

Mennonite 

Women  

Meeting 

5 

 

 

Jackie Bailey 

6 

 

Verna Zook 

Mary Miller 

 

 7 
 

Ed & Bobbie 

  Hershberger ‘77 

8 

 

 

9 Morning  

Worship  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

10 

 

 

Kristen Rempel 

Keith & Cindy 

  Dickel ‘69 

 

11 

 

Deb Derksen 

12 
 

Rebecca Beachy 

  Miller 

Austin 

  Hemachandra 

Jaxon Carolan 

Cruz Carolan 

13 

 

 

 

14 

 

Chris Rhodes 

15 

 

Trent Yoder 

16 Morning  

Worship 
 

 

 

 

17 

 

 

Jane Yoder-Short 

 

18 

 

Edwin L. Yoder 

Marilyn Fisher 

Paul & Laura 

  Miller ‘68 

19 
 

 

Adam Yoder 

20 

 

 

Sarah Yoder 

 

 

21 

 

Jim & Annie 

  Yoder ‘88 

22 

 

Will & Emily 

  Miller ‘99 

 

23 Morning  

Worship  

 

 

 

 

24 
Jon & Carrie 

  Miller ‘14 

Adam & Katie 

  Yoder ‘11 

 

25 
 

 

Marv Hershberger 

26 
 

 

27 
 

 

Becky Yoder 

28 
 

Chris Yoder 

Annika Miller 

Theodore &  

  Shantell Krabill ‘11 

29 
 

Carrie Schmidt 

30 Morning  

Worship  

 

MCC Relief Sale 

online auction begins 

31 

 

 

 

 

Marlan Logan 

     


