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From the Pastor’s Desk
20 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and
saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb.
John 20:1 (NRSV)
What does it mean to be a resurrected people? The account of Jesus’ resurrection has implications for our lives
both personally and corporately. When Jesus chose to go to the cross, it demonstrated a different method for
combatting evil in the world. Jesus’ actions demonstrated the demise of retaliatory practices. “Eye for an eye
and tooth for a tooth” justice no longer has merits. As followers of Christ, we must struggle with this new reality, this new way of being in the world.
Too often, we long for Jesus to simply conquer the people with whom we disagree. We long for our enemies to
be vanquished. Our sense of justice gets intertwined with comeuppance, with retribution. Jesus’ willingness to
go to the cross demonstrates a different kind of power and authority, though. Jesus’ actions reveal how God’s
justice overcomes even death, but that justice does not bypass death.
We sometimes imagine that Jesus does not call us to accept death. We imagine that because Jesus died, we do
not have to experience any hardship. We believe that Jesus soaked up all of the pain that existed in the world
and removed every burden that needs to be faced. More and more I see Jesus’ death as an invitation to see the
world laid bare. That the powers that cause death and destruction do not have the last word. We are invited to
face those same powers with the confidence, not to escape death altogether, but to know that the rock over
our tombs will also be rolled away.
Sometimes I wonder what it would have looked like if Jesus had not chosen to die on the cross. I think we occasionally think like Satan did in the wilderness. We long to tell Jesus that he is a good enough leader to demand
allegiance of all peoples through might, power, and authority. We long for Jesus to wipe out those who would
not believe in him and his way of being in the world. If that were how Jesus wanted us to be in the world,
though, he would not have submitted to Pilate, to the chief priests, and ultimately to the cross.
Jesus was not a part of the Zealot movement in first-century Judaism. He did not try to conquer Rome through
violence. Jesus’ rebellion came in the form of healing those who should not have access to healing: women,
children, Gentiles, unclean persons, adulterers, thieves, and more. Jesus’ message of hope was not for the lofty,
but for the downtrodden. Jesus’ boundary breaking ministry started from the moment Jesus was baptized and
denied Satan by refusing to submit to him. Each and every time someone suggested that Jesus should absorb
power because he was pure of heart, he refused. That should cause us pause. Jesus, the Son of God, the Messiah, did not choose to take on power as something to wield. This reminds me of the words from Philippians 2:58:
5

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited,
7
but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in
human form, 8 he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a
cross.
May we remember that Jesus’ humility was a model of strength. Jesus’ willingness to submit provided a way for
the stone to be moved from his tomb, and from our tombs. His obedience circumvented the world’s love of
power and domination. May we live into this Good News this Easter season. May it be so.
Peace and blessings, pastor Joel Beachy

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage

60 years ago: 1961

30 years ago: 1991

April 16 - A Lloyd Swartzendruber will
be serving communion at Davenport
this afternoon and help organize a congregation to be known as the Davenport Mennonite Church.

April 14 - We welcome Wayne
Bohn here today from Lower Deer
Creek. Michael is preaching today at
Cedar Community, our partner congregation in Cedar Falls.

April 23 - The project for the Good
Will Sewing will be Christmas Bundles.
This early reminder will give you a little
more time to purchase items for these
bundles.

April 21 - Michael Loss visited
college students, Tim Miller, Tom
Miller and Chad Miller this week.

50 years ago: 1971
April 4 - Dr. and Mrs. Nyle Kauffman,
Prairie Village, Kansas, have adopted a
son, Timothy Allen. He was born March
31, 1968.
April 11 - We extend our congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Harvey
who were married yesterday. They will
be living in Goshen, Ind.
April 18 - Mr. and Mrs. Robert Moberly are the parents of a daughter, Lisa
Renee, Born April 14.

40 years ago: 1981
April 12 - We extend congratulations
to Craig Tadlocks on the birth of Brenna Elise born April 2 and to Greg
Yutzy’s on the birth of Tabitha Renee
born April 8.

20 years ago: 2001
April 22 - Stirred (East Union’s
Praise Band) invites you to an evening
of praise and worship tonight at 6:00
p.m. at East Union. This is a time of
singing and praising God in an information, relaxed setting.

10 years ago: 2011
April 3 - Thank you to Errol and
Coletta Bontrager! Please join Church
Council in expressing our gratitude as
a church for their work in the church
these past 18 years as custodians. We
are very grateful for their family’s
ministry to us in the many hours
spent cleaning and watching over the
precious resource of our building.
April 17 - There will be a wedding
shower for Adam Yoder and Katie
Patterson on Saturday, April 30th at
9:30 at the church. They are registered at Target, Bed, Bath & Beyond
and Pottery Barn.
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APRIL 2021

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

Fri

Sat

2

3

9

10

Colton Litwiller
Chance Litwiller

4 Morning
Worship

5
Annie Troyer

11 Morning
Worship

12

6

7

8

Mennonite
Women
Meeting

13

Oliver Nixon
Steve Dachtler

14

15

Lisa Schmidt
Bob Yoder & Lola
Faye Erb Yoder ‘09

18 Morning
Worship

MYF Bible
Study 6 pm

19

20

21

April Schrock

25 Morning

26

27

28

Worship
Kerry Saner-Harvey

4

Bruce & Karen
Harvey ‘71

16

Greg Schmidt
Doug Moberly

17
Chris Charles
Jill Moberly

22

23

James Boller

Eric Yoder

29

30

24

