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The 2nd Century Chronicle

From the Pastor’s Desk
Last week East Union received our shipment of the new Voices Together hymnal. For some of us who are able
to remember it, the release of the blue Hymnal: A Worship Book, does not seem that far removed. However,
there has actually been more time passed between the release of Voices Together and Hymnal: A Worship
Book (28 years) than between the red The Mennonite Hymnal (1969) and Hymnal: A Worship Book (23 years).
The new hymnal is the culmination of work by upwards of 27 people. Bradley Kauffman, a former music
teacher at Hillcrest Academy (Iowa Mennonite School at the time), acted as the Project Director and General
Editor for the hymnal project.
The reasons to release a new hymnal may be wide-ranging, but the reality is that worship in music, scripture,
prayer, art, etc. are vital to the life of the community of Christ. Music is one aspect of our life together that
forms us to be a part of God’s body, and Voices Together helps us to realize how much that body has grown
beyond the white, European, culturally Mennonite community. The reality is that the global Mennonite
church has far outpaced either Mennonite Church USA or Canada. To me, it makes sense, then, that we have
a hymnal that begins to explore and express some of the diversity of our worshiping community. This does
not mean that Voices Together does not contain standards that many will remember and love. Praise God
(Dedication Anthem) is what some may know more colloquially as “Hymn 606.” Wonderful grace of Jesus, My
life flows on, and Heilig, heilig, heilig (Holy, Holy, Holy) are just a few are others that many will remember
fondly. These and many other familiar hymns and songs are all a part of the new hymnal.

East Union’s leaders and worship committee look forward to exploring this new hymnal with the congregation over the years to come. We hope that old favorites and new discovered favorites will intersperse our
worship. One way we may accomplish learning more about the “purple” hymnal is to try out a song that is
new to us for a month at a time. This was a practice that I believe we followed when the “blue” hymnal came
out. No matter how we engage this hymnal, I hope you will look forward with me to learning more about
these songs and worship resources together.
I am personally grateful to all of the work and effort that MennoMedia and the hymnal committee members
have put in to make this project a reality. Anyone who has spent time in committee work realizes the undertaking of creating something new. Producing a hymnal like, Voices Together, is hard work, fraught with disagreements and challenges, but I am hopeful that we will be excited to join with churches across our conference and denomination as we sing and get to know this hymnal. And if we discover that a favorite hymn of
East Union has been woefully omitted, we simply have to refer back to a previous hymnal. Thankfully, we will
be able to keep the Hymnal: A Worship Book in the pews for the time being, and the The Mennonite Hymnal
will be archived and ready for reference, as needed.
My hope for our use of this hymnal is expressed well by Bradley Kauffman’s closing prayer in the
“Introduction” to this hymnal. Kauffman offers,
We pray that Voices Together will help us grow in awareness of how God is at work in the world and help us
join the activity of the Spirit. May the meanings of these words, images, and songs deepen over time and
through repetition, as personal faith grows and changes with the Holy Spirit’s leading, and as they find expression in changing local and global contexts.
May it be so.
Peace and blessings, pastor Joel Beachy

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage

60 years ago: 1961

30 years ago: 1991

February 5 - Mr. and Mrs. Wilford
Yoder are the parents of a daughter,
Beth Elaine, born February 1.

February 1 - We welcome Lonnie
Yoder today. Lonnie was a former
pastor here and is currently interim
co-pastor at First Mennonite in Iowa
City.

February 12 - Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Miller are the parents of a baby boy, Herbert Lee, born February 3.

50 years ago: 1971
February 7 - Heifer Project is asking
for used machinery or money to buy
used machinery for a project in charge
of Wallace Eash in Prentiss, Mississippi.
Mr. East, a former Wellman farmer, is in
charge of the project to help poor and
needy people of the Prentiss, Mississippi
area. A two row picker, four row planter, a four bottom plow, a wheel dis, and
a harrow are needed. Heifer Project
helps people help themselves. For any
further information contact Dale Logan.

February 24 - Congratulations to
Greg Hochstetler who gruaduated
Tuesday evening from Inidan Hills
Community College with an Associate
of Applied Sciences degree in aviation
maintenance.

20 years ago: 2001
February 11 - Congratulations and
best wishes to Menno and Dorothy
Helmuth on their 50th wedding anniversary today. They will be serving
coffee and cake at the Kalonial Townhouse on Monday from 8 to 10 a.m.
for anyone.

10 years ago: 2011
40 years ago: 1981
February 8 - MYF will meet Wednesday evening at 7:30 pm at Ernie Yutzys
for a coasting party. In case there is no
snow, bring table games.
February 22 - The young adults are
invited to the Bethel Gym Party Saturday, February 28, 7:30pm at the Wayland Elementary School Gym in Wayland.

February 6 - Emma Yoder, a senior
at IMS and the daughter of Dave &
Lisa Yoder of Kalona will present her
Senior Recital on Sat., Feb 19 at 7pm.
The harp and vocal recital will be held
in Celebration Hall, and will also include the IMS Chamber Singers, as
well as Gretchen Geyer, Riley
Hochstedler, Ben Libby & Emma
Yutzy. There is no charge for admission; all are invited to attend.
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february 2021

Sun

Mon
1

Tue
2

Marianna Miller

Wed
3

Thu
4

Herb Miller

‘Remembering
Your Story’
Zoom 7pm

7 Morning
Worship
Catrina Miiller

8

9

Ken Hochstedler

Tim & Denise
Litwiller ‘02

10

11
Anna Elise Charles
Byron Miller

‘Remembering
Your Story’
Zoom 7pm

14 Morning
Worship

15

16

17

18

Jeremy Yoder

Sat

5

6

Madalyn Carolan
Adina Miller
Dave & Chris
Charles ‘77

Willa Yoder

12

13

Doyle Geyer
Kara Yoder
Jonathan
Hershberger
Linda & Chris
Tones ‘05

Bea Knepp

19

20

Vince Rhodes
Aiden Kolck

‘Creating
Together’
Zoom 7pm

Linnea Slabaugh

Jeff Boller
James Miller
Jace Rempel

21 Morning

22

23

Tina Erb

Loretta Kauffman
Ed & Ann
Yoder ‘56

Worship

Fri

24

25

26
Lisette Rodriguez
Yoder
Fiona Graber
Dale & Linda
Miller ‘59

28 Morning
Worship
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Dave Yoder
Emma George

