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From the Pastor’s Desk
This morning, I went out earlier than normal (for me) to shovel off the driveway so Christine could get to
Crowded Closet on time. Last evening, we received inches and inches of snow followed by sleet and rain. We
even saw a little lightning and heard some rumbling thunder. All told, a very fitting snowstorm for a very
strange year.

To get ahead of the snow, I went out yesterday and cleared off the drive at around 5:00 p.m. I was still surprised at how much accumulated by the morning. The worst of it contributed by the snowplows on Highway
22. No matter what I do they inevitably dump around a foot of snow and slush that seems to congeal into an
immovable block. My back hurts today, which can only mean it will be extremely sore tomorrow and the next
day.
Like I said, this snowstorm and the subsequent snow removal are apt metaphors for the year we are completing. Our best-laid plans got stalled and stuck. I remember last year about this time finalizing a brochure
that we handed out to the congregation detailing a sabbatical planned for this past summer. It didn’t happen.
My family and I did not attend weddings this year. We missed graduations, and we have not physically
touched someone outside of our immediate family for over nine and a half months. No matter what we have
done to be ready for what may come, it feels like a heavy, thick, layer of slush and ice and snow have been
heaped onto and into our lives.

And yet, I am feeling optimistic for the upcoming year. This past year we have also seen many births in our
congregation. Young people were baptized. There were still weddings. We did see each other often, albeit via
Zoom, outside around campfires or morning services, or on the links, but there has been so much to be
thankful for in 2020, a year full of disaster. If there can be much to be thankful for in the midst of awful circumstances, how much more can we be thankful when calamity loosens its stranglehold on us?
Jesus told the listeners during the Sermon on the Mount not to worry. He asked the people to consider the
birds and the flowers. Parts of creation that do not have the capacity to plan or to provide for themselves but
are completely dependent on God’s provision. Jesus suggests that God’s provision is sufficient. In fact, God’s
provision is beautiful and abundant.
There is much that happened in 2020 that does not feel beautiful nor abundant, but God still provided and
provides. Our connections to each other have changed, and they are being stretched. I still see those bonds
of friendship and Christly love towards one another flourishing and even growing. I have personally felt it this
Christmas by the myriad of cards and food from East Union folks. I experience it in our breakout rooms and
special services, like the Christmas Eve service. I know that we are still a church family, together, and we will
return to the sanctuary one day and to the fellowship hall soon. And oh, what a feast we will have, what a
celebration! Our God is good and provides for our needs. So, as you anticipate the New Year, remember the
encouragement from Jesus. Life is more than food. Your body is more than clothing. Do not worry about tomorrow (my paraphrase).
Congratulations, you have made it! 2020 has come to an end and look how faithful God has been to you, to
us. May you know in your heart, mind, and soul that God will see you through 2021, too. May it be so.
Peace and blessings,
pastor Joel Beachy

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage

60 years ago: 1961

30 years ago: 1991

January 1 - The Dorcas Missionary
Society will meet on Thursday night at
East Union. The project is bath size
soap cakes. All girls of High School age
and up are urged to attend.

January 13- Pastors of the MidPrairie area have set prayer times for
peace in the Persian Gulf crisis. Times
churches will be open are: 6:30-8:30
each morning - Kalona Mennonite and
Wellman Mennonite, 11:30-1:30 United Methodist in Kalona and First
Baptist in Wellman.

January 29 - Mr. and Mrs. Daniel D.
Miller are the parents of a baby girl,
Angela Sue, born January 26.

50 years ago: 1971
January 24 - Our congratulations go to
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Litwiller who were
married January 14 at the Little Brown
Church.
January 31 - Our present guest book
is nearly filled. If any Sunday School
Class is interested in purchasing a new
one as a class project, would you please
contact the pastor.

20 years ago: 2001
January 7 - Congratulations and best
wishes to Chad and Lisa Stoltzfus on
the birth of Ariana Jane, born Dec. 26
and to grandparents John & Colleen.
January 7 - Congratulations and best
wishes to Randy & Kristen Rempel on
the birth of Gretta Marie, born on
December 30. Congratulations also to
grandparents Marv & Grace.

40 years ago: 1981

10 years ago: 2011

January 11 - We extend congratulations to Jerre and Tamera Erb, Jerre and
Tammy Widmer were married yesterday in a service at the Washington Mennonite Church.

January 2 - We extend love and
congratulations to Will, Emily, Grace
& Audrey on the birth of a daughter
and sister, Claire Noel, born Monday,
December 27. Claire was 7 lbs, 4 oz.
and was 20 inches long.

January 11 - We extend our congratulations to Bobby Hershberger and to
David Charles on their recent graduations. Bobby received her degree in
Elementary Education and David has his
degree in Electrical Engineering.

January 2 - We extend love and
congratulations to Joel Miiller and
Catrina Schrock who were married
here yesterday.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

Sat
2

Joel & Catrina
Miiller ‘11

3 Morning
Worship
Simon Detweiler
Theodore denBleyker
Emily Yoder
Linda Tones
Victor & Megan
Gingerich ‘09

10 Morning
Worship

4

5

Iva Showalter
Nick Santoro

11

12

Blake Hemachandra

‘Remembering
Your Story’
Zoom 7pm

Alan denBleyker
Lori Hochstetler
Jerre & Tammi
Erb ‘81

17 Morning
Worship

18

19

6

7

Sarena Gerber

Jacob Geyer

13
Tim Yoder

20
Laurie Droll

Dale Troyer

24 Morning

25

Worship
Lois Gugel

9

14

15

16

Joe Fernau
Warren & Emily
Yoder ‘17

Etta Graber

21

22

23

Letha Yoder
Pam Stoltzfus
Tim Litwiller

Jace
Swartzendruber

Dennis Miller
Matt Rhodes

29

30

Michael Santoro
Tucker Rhodes

Gladys Schlabaugh
Stacey Milani

Elizabeth Rhodes

‘Creating
Together’
Zoom 7pm

‘Remembering
Your Story’
Zoom 7pm

26

8

27

28

Angela Beary
Dale Miller
Nita Miller

‘Remembering
Your Story’
Zoom 7pm

31
5

