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From the Pastor’s Desk
For what must I be ready? This is the question posed in our first Sunday of Advent for 2020. Joani Miller
opened the Advent series to us by prompting us to consider to “what we are journeying towards.” What is it
that we need to prepare our hearts and minds to receive or to do? The challenge she posed is a helpful reminder that we are in a state of becoming ready. Often, we use the phrase from Isaiah and the gospels,
“Prepare the way.” Our preparation or our readiness are about getting our hearts and minds in a condition to
receive the gift that God has given, Christ Jesus.
During a pandemic that has already stretched almost 9 months, readiness looks different and has taken on
added meaning. We are not gathering at the church building, lighting advent candles in real time, singing
familiar hymns, or watching the magi making their epic journey across the hallway carpet to the sanctuary
table nativity. We are not preparing tables for Lauralee’s vast nativity collection nor eating cookies after each
Sunday service.
But Joani asked us to consider the benefit of anticipation. When we are getting ready for something to
happen, we can choose to anticipate rather than worry or fear for what new thing God will do. I talked to
Christine after Sunday about this idea of anticipation, and she told me how she sees the words from O Holy
Night as good news of readiness, “A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices.” We are living in the weary world
of COVID-19. We are eager for some good news, and we are reminded that there is good news in the
announcement of Jesus’ birth.
In the Sunday’s to come, we will be talking about being “on the road” to the following: repentance, restoration, revelation, rejoicing, and radiance. This road to Jesus and to his identification and acknowledgement as
the Son of God is the hope that we need. The announcement of Jesus’ birth reminds us that we are a part of
God’s great salvation story. A story that is not derailed by being enslaved in Egypt, lost in the wilderness, undermined by bad kings, exiled to enemy lands, scattered by persecution, or nailed to a cross. It is the kind of
good news that speaks hope in the midst of pandemic. Our relationships and our worship are more important than any other markers of our Christmas traditions.
It is good and normal for us to miss gathering together. We miss our Christmas traditions. We would love to
cry out to God and ask that “you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would
quake at your presence” (Isaiah 64:1). We wish God would simply eradicate COVID-19, so that we can simply
go back to our “normal” lives. This advent season, though, we are invited to experience Christ’s coming in a
deeper way, in a new way. We are called to rely on God’s gift of Jesus as a truly hope-filled proclamation that
even viruses cannot separate us from the One who has created heaven and earth. We may not be able to
recreate our traditions in the way that we are most comfortable, but we can still celebrate the birth of our
savior and Lord, Jesus Christ.
My prayer for us, East Union, is that we may fully live into this time of readiness, repentance, revelation, rejoicing, and radiance with the hope that God promises, Jesus is coming. May we be open to the new and
fresh thing that God may be doing in our lives. May we gently let go of all that tries to hold us back, tie us
down, or tear us apart. May we find hope in the fact that Jesus arrives in our lives when we most need him,
even through his miraculous birth. May it be so.
Peace and blessings,
pastor Joel Beachy

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage

60 years ago: 1960

30 years ago: 1990

December 11 - Laverne Keith was
born to Mr. and Mrs. Dale Logan
December 2.

December 9 - Many of us have
observed with growing concern the
escalation of tensions and preparation
for war in the Persian Gulf. In the
spirit of Psalm 46:9 we sense the need
to pray that God who “makes wars
to cease” will cause war to be averted
in the Middle East.

December 18 - Kathy Jo was born to
Raymond and Barbara Schlabach
December 11.

50 years ago: 1970
December 6 - Goodwill Fellowship
will meet Wednesday afternoon at the
church. Diapers will be hemmed for the
Black Mountain Mission and crib blankets for the Toddlers Room. The project is money to buy the diapers.
December 20 - Concerning the vote
taken last Sunday morning -- 220 votes
were cast with 70% in favor of remodeling.

40 years ago: 1980
December 7 - A recent letter was
received from the Des Moines Mennonite Church telling of the Laotian people
who have arrived from the refugee
camp in Thailand.
December 14 - Christmas greetings
and letters from Bruce and Karen Harvey and Marlan Logans has been placed
on the bulletin board.

December 16 - Congratulations to
Tonya Stoltzfus and Tim Miller who
were married here yesterday.

20 years ago: 2000
December 10 - There will be a basket at the bottom of the stairs for
contributions to buy materials for the
Mexican Church Project. This is a
project under the direction of MCC
that helps the Mexican people build
places of worship. Dale & Linda Miller
and Alvin & Marianna Miller will be
volunteering their time for this project during the winter months.

10 years ago: 2010
December 5 - Thank you to all who
contributed socks and money to help
kids at God’s Children House have a
merry and warm Christmas. We collected 129 pairs of socks and 2 pairs
of mittens to be distributed to the
children. We also collected $206 to
be used for other needs at the house.
2

*$320,000 budget - $30,000 contribution made to Hillcrest Academy from the MEA Scholarship
Fund. Approved by Church Council for the 2020 Budget Year.
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december 2020

Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Wed
2

Chad Miller

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

Elvesta Hochstedler

Isaac Beachy

Melanie Schweitzer
Rebecca Rhodes

The Bible Project
Zoom 7-8 pm

6 Morning
Worship

7

8

9

10

Carroll Copeland

13 Morning
Worship

20 Morning
Worship

14

15

John Beachy

Collin Miller

21

22

11

12

Kathy Schlabach

Ed Yoder
Jack Miller
Conner Moberly

19

16

17

18

Tom Meyers

James Yoder
Megan Gingerich

Dale & Charlene
Rhodes ‘65
Gaylord & Shirley
Yoder ‘71

23

24

25

Randy Rempel

26

Ethan Yoder
Will Miller

Cleo Knepp

Virtual Christmas
Eve Service 6pm

27 Morning

28

29

Worship
Claire Miller
Tamera Erb

Greta Rempel

30

31

Tammy Yoder
James & Ruth
Boller ‘67
Tim & Kate
Yoder ‘04

Tom Miller
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