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Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are done with
gentleness born of wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be
boastful and false to the truth. 15 Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 16 For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of
every kind. 17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of
mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. 18 And a harvest of righteousness is sown
in peace for those who make peace.
James 3:13-18 (NRSV)
This coming Sunday we are going to take a pause from our Stewardship Series on the gospel of Luke to share an
interview that I did with Nyle Kauffman and Heidi Gingerich Detweiler. In light of a particularly contentious election
cycle, leadership at East Union thought it might be helpful to speak to the anxiety that many of us are feeling. It is
difficult to feel incredibly positive in combination with the coronavirus and a looming election. We also recognize
that there will be people who are sorely disappointed and maybe fearful following the election cycle, regardless of
the outcome.
In James 3, though, we find a call to remember that how we speak about difficult issues is important. How we use
our “tongues” matters. Our words matter. Our words help us to imagine a new reality and to remember where our
hope really lies, in Christ.

James also offers us this important word at the end of chapter three. He states that we are to be gentle in what we
do. We cannot allow bitterness, envy, and self-ambition to speak for us. Instead, he calls us to be peaceable,
gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits. The way we communicate with one another must be uplifting,
encouraging.
James understands that for real communication to take place there has to be a letting go of our need to be heard
first and loudest. He calls us to gently receive and give so that there may be true righteousness sown in peace. We
see in our political reality that persons seeking election are not able to live this out in partisan commercials, fliers,
or gatherings. They instead speak in ways to tear down their opponents, which is a great strategy for election, but
does not reflect the type of communication that James is calling followers of Christ to live out.
In the New Revised Standard Version, James’ words are translated as “without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy.”
This may be the most apt phrase for us as we consider the upcoming election. Our candidates of choice by the very
role they seek to fill requires them to be hyper-partial. We know for certain that they will say things now that they
cannot possibly hope to accomplish when they reach office. The offices they strive for too often require or demand
hypocrisy. Yet, James reminds followers of Christ that this is not how we are to be. It is not easy when it feels like
there is so much on the line each and every election cycle the last twenty years. James reminds us, though, that
our peace is found in words that are spoken truthfully and from the heart.
May we find our faith and hope in James’ words rather than in any candidate or party. We are in a difficult time,
but we must cling to what is most important, what holds us together. I appreciate how Palmer Becker describes as
“Anabaptist Essentials,” that “Jesus is the center of our faith. Community is the center of our lives, and reconciliation is the center of our work.” May we hold on to what is essential whether in a pandemic or an election cycle.
May it be so.
Peace and blessings, pastor Joel Beachy
1. Palmer Becker, Anabaptist Essentials: Ten Signs of a Unique Christian Faith (Harrisonburg, Virginia: Herald Press, 2017),
11–12.

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage

60 years ago: 1960

30 years ago: 1990

November 6 - To be received into
church fellowship by water baptism are
the following: Elaine M. Guengerich,
Ruth Ann Bontrager, Judy J. Baer, Karen
L. Brenneman, Cynthia A. Brenneman,
Emma A. Beachy, Karen Yoder, Eldon
Dean Rhodes, James J. Miller, John A.
Winborn, Gilbert D. Troyer, Keith Eugene Dickel, Glen Dale Swartzentruber,
Dale Hershberger

November 11 - Because of MCC,
Paul and Rebecca Pereverzoff were
able to give emergency food as well as
long term help to a family who were
being forced to decide which child
they would have to let starve.

November 20 - Mr. & Mrs. Emery
Kropf have been blessed by the arrival
of Mary Elizabeth at the Washington
Hospital on November 18th.

November 11 - The Koinonia class
is having an overnight work party at
Crooked Creek. If any families or
individuals from the congregation
would like to go please contact Loren
Hochstedler.

50 years ago: 1970

20 years ago: 2000

November 8 - We extend congratulations to Mike and Kathy Walter who
were married yesterday.

November 26 - According to the
layout for the new building project,
you should be parking north and
south in both the new and old parking
areas except for the three handicapped parking spaces on the west
side of the building.

November 15 - Dr. & Mrs. Nyle
Kauffman, Kansas City, Kansas, are the
parents of a son born November 4,
1970, and adopted November 7, 1970.
He has been named Karl Frederic.

40 years ago: 1980

10 years ago: 2010

November 9 - We extend congratulations to Dean and Becky Rhodes on the
arrival of David Michael who was born
Wednesday, November 5.

November 7 - We will be using the
Penny Power wagon today and for the
rest of November to collect your
change or socks for God’s Children’s
House. These will be going with Jim
and Deb Miller on December 4th.
Thank you for your help.

November 23 - J. John is having the
services at Pleasantview Home this
morning. Dorothy Rhodes is arranging
the music.

2

*$320,000 budget - $30,000 contribution made to Hillcrest Academy from the MEA Scholarship
Fund. Approved by Church Council for the 2020 Budget Year.
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november 2020

Sun
1 Morning
Worship

Mon
2
Ruth Boller
Norman Schrock
Lynn Yoder

8 Morning

Tue
3
Mennonite
Women’s
Meeting

Wed
4

5

Gilbert Troyer

Joel Miiller
Norman & Joyce
Schrock ‘75

Grace Rempel

Heidi Gingerich
Detweiler

Donald Zook
Logan Troyer

15 Morning

16

17

18

Charlene Rhodes
Will Higdon

7

The Bible Project
Zoom 7-8 pm

11

Nyle & Lauralee
Lay Visitation
Ministry Meeting Kauffman ‘02
4pm

6

Sat

EU Book Club
8:30 - 10:30 am

10

Worship

Fri

Joel Beachy
Denise Litwiller

9

Worship

Thu

12

Alvin & Marianna
Miller ‘55

13

14

Janet Geyer
Cindy Fisher

Josie Miller

19

20

21

Darlene Logan

Colleen Stoltzfus
Lisa Yoder

Kara Porter
Brad & Alyssa
Hershberger ‘15

26

27

28

Annual Meeting

22 Morning
Worship

23

Iris Yoder

Henry Yoder
Greg & Sarah
Yoder ‘01

29 Morning

30

24

25
Marcia Gingerich
Azry Leaton

Worship
Steve & Tina
Dachtler ‘91
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Office
Closed

Lou Miller
Cade Groenewold

