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Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for
the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.
Joshua 1:9 (NIV)
On this past Sunday, we adopted our new theme verse for the year. In my sermon, I talked about the need
for critical Biblical exegesis. This means that we take scripture seriously by reading it in the context of the
broader historical narrative of God’s people. We also read it in relationship to God’s covenant to God’s
people. This means that when we read, “9 Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9), we cannot simply apply it to any
and all of our efforts or ventures. We have to consider what God was saying to Joshua and what it meant to
Joshua’s life and the life of the Israelites.
Our theme verse for this year is pointing Joshua to the completion of God’s promise to Abraham. It was a
very specific promise, to give the Promised Land to the descendants of Abraham. This was accomplished over
hundreds of years through the efforts of many people, including: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, and
now Joshua.
Understanding Joshua’s context is important as we consider our current situations. Before we understand
what God means by “for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go,” we may need to ask ourselves
where we are being called to go. For Joshua, that meant wherever he and the people of Israel would go within the Promised Land. For East Union, I think it is helpful for us to think about what the Promised Land looks
like in the 21st century.
Recently, we have been called to go online. It has been a scary and unnerving prospect. No longer are we
able to physically embrace. We stare at a computer screen instead of the lines of the person’s face in front of
us. We are dependent on electricity and internet. We are dependent on applications, like Zoom. This is a
strange reality compared to sitting on wooden benches in a common space. And yet, we have found that God
has called us to “Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.” We long to be in person, but we continue to do and be the church through Wi-Fi and laptops.
In just two days, we hope to have our first in-person/indoor service. We recognize that singing indoors will
not be possible. We lament that we must keep our distance and wear face coverings. We also realize that we
will not all be present. Some of us, due to health and safety, quarantining, illness, mobility, transportation,
distance, or other reasons will prohibit us from being in person to worship together.
Maybe our Promised Land is knowing that worship extends beyond the four walls of East Union. From Washington to Harrisonburg Virginia and from Canada to Texas (and beyond) we have people who claim East Union as their home church. Maybe our Promised Land is knowing that the Bride of Christ, the Church, extends
well beyond our state, country, and even continent. People from all over the world worship the one, true
God from whom Joshua received these words of encouragement. So, it is with that hope that I invite you to
receive these words in Joshua 1:9. You are not alone. You are a part of God’s covenanted people. No matter
how you worship on Sunday morning, “9 Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you [worship]. May it be so.
Peace and blessings,
pastor Joel Beachy

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage

60 years ago: 1960

30 years ago: 1990

October 2 - A. Lloyd will be assisting
in the services at the Lower Deer
Creek Church. The voice of the church
will be taken to ordain a minister. The
ordination will be in the evening service.

October 7 - We welcome Kent and
Mary Jo Back to our service today.
They just returned from serving in
Egypt with MCC. Mary Jo is the
daughter of Charles and Sara Lou
Frederick.

October 9 - On Tuesday, October 11,
from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Margery Gingerich
and Eleanor Miller will have their gifts,
toys, cards, etc. at the Vernon Bontrager home. They will appreciate your attendance. Everyone is welcome.

50 years ago: 1970
October 11 - The issue of the use of
the wedding band in wedding ceremonies was discussed at the Church Council meeting on Tuesday. It was decided
that this shall be brought to the membership for study and decision.
October 25 - We extend congratulations to the recently married couples.
Steve & Carol Dickel Springer were
married at the Mennonite Church in
Iowa City, October 17. Donald & Verna
Classen Zook were married at the Mennonite Brethren Church, Chiliwac, BC.

40 years ago: 1980
October 19 - We extend congratulations to Arnold and Wilma Boller on
the birth of Jason Dean. He was born
Friday, October 17

October 14 - Congratulations to
Jerre and Tami Erb on the birth of
their daughter, Hannah Ruth. She was
born Oct 5. Congratulations also to
big sisters, Rachel and Lydia and
grandparents, Lowell and Lola Faye.

20 years ago: 2000
October 15 - If you missed out on
the Fall Festival, come to church between 8:00 and 9:15 a.m. for a waffle
breakfast sponsored by the MYF.
October 22 - Alan and Eleanor
Krieder, long-term MBM workers in
England will be at Iowa City First
Menn. On Oct 28 & 29 for a special
missions emphasis weekend.

10 years ago: 2010
October 24 - The music committee
is replacing the piano downstairs in
the church basement. If anyone is
interested in providing the old piano a
good home, contact Steve Groenewold.
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Graph does not include Sunday, September 27 and will be updated next month.

*$320,000 budget - $30,000 contribution made to Hillcrest Academy from the MEA Scholarship
Fund. Approved by Church Council for the 2020 Budget Year.
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october 2020

Sun

4 Morning
Worship

Mon

Tue

5

6

7

Edward Miller

Trent & Tammy
Yoder ‘01

Sheldon Yoder
Clayton & Tina
Hershberger ‘78

13

Elspeth Charles

James & Tina
Erb ‘91

Julie Yoder

18 Morning

19

20

21

Mark Atkinson

Brad Hershberger

Worship

Fri

Linda Miller
Lauralee Kauffman Greg & Lisa
Schmidt ‘96

2

3

Keith Dickel
Bobbie Hershberger
Carey & Joani
Miller ‘11

Jerry & Lou
Miller ‘76

Braden Hartsock

9
Evelyn Charles

14

15

16

17

David Charles

Doug & Pam
Stoltzfus ‘76

Sally Miller

22

23

24

Kara Groenewold

Don & Verna
Zook ‘70
Joe & Carmen
Fernau ‘09

26

27

Audrey Miller

Dorothea Moberly
Brian Yoder

28

29

30

31

Denny Yoder
Tom Miller &
Rebecca Beachy
Miller ‘05

Jenna Boller
Laura Miller

Worship
Emma Brenneman

10

Behla Schmidt
Sam Yoder
Ruby Fernau

The Bible Project
7-8pm

25 Morning

Sat

1

8

12

Worship

Thu

The Bible Project
7-8pm

LeMar & Kenlyn
Miller ‘96

11 Morning

Wed

4

