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First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is being reported all
over the world. 9 God, whom I serve in my spirit in preaching the gospel of his Son, is my witness how constantly I remember you 10 in my prayers at all times; and I pray that now at last by
God’s will the way may be opened for me to come to you.
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I long to see you so that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to make you strong— 12 that is, that
you and I may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith.
Romans 1:8-12 (NIV)
The Apostle Paul’s letters to the churches in Rome, Corinth, Ephesus, Thessalonica, and so on offer salutations that are meant to be an encouragement. As I read over these greetings, they remind me of our current
situation during this pandemic. We are unable to meet together as frequently and as easily as we would
hope. Paul suggests in this opening of Romans, chapter 1, that he remembers the Christians in Rome in prayer and longs to meet face to face. This is also my longing for our brothers and sisters at East Union and across
the community.
One of the cruelest aspects of COVID-19 is the literal physical distance that it has caused between our church
family. We long for the days when we can shake hands, hug, and speak without wearing face coverings. We
long for the days when we will meet again regularly to break bread, to celebrate communion, to sing and
worship in our church building, and to do so without any hint of fear or trepidation. Paul and the churches in
the aforementioned cities also longed for the day when they could gather without fear.
The early church may be an example for us today. How do we build each other up in the time of COVID-19?
How do we impart spiritual gifts to one another to make us strong (v.11)? Paul offers one example. The good
old-fashioned letter. Communication has drastically changed in the digital era. Social media platforms and cell
phones provide ample opportunities to “connect,” but they seem to be having the opposite effect. One of the
reasons this may be is that instead of using these platforms to build one another up, to encourage one another through prayer, and to remind each other that we are not alone, we are using these methods of communication for self-ingratiation. Online social media has a lot more to do with self-promotion than uplifting the
other.
Letter writing is obviously not an all-encompassing cure for our fear and separation, today. We are in the
midst of a global pandemic. Each of us is taking added precautions in the way that we engage with others.
However, what would happen if, like Paul, we chose to choose our words to uplift rather than tear down?
What if we offered to each person we engaged with online, on the phone, in text messages, or via email a
word of encouragement? What if, like Paul, we reminded others that we are praying for them and their circumstances and that we long for the days when we can meet together in person?
East Union, like Paul, I also thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because of your faith. I do constantly remember you in my prayers, and I pray that now at last by God’s will the way may be opened for me
to be able to meet freely again with all y’all in person. My desire is that in the intermediate we will continue
to build one another up with words of hope and kindness. May you continue to know that your church family
loves and cares for each of you, prays for you often, and longs for the day when we will feel completely connected to one another again. May it be so.
Peace and blessings,
pastor Joel Beachy

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage

60 years ago: 1960

30 years ago: 1990

September 4 - Sister Marilyn Miller
who has been typing the bulletins for
the past year and a half has completed
her service at Pleasant View Home and
is returning to her home in Pennsylvania. This was a voluntary service project.
We certainly appreciate her work and
unselfish service.

September 16 - We welcome Myron Augsburger here this morning.
Myron is in the area to speak at the
Festival of Faith this week.

September 18 - The Food Committee
takes this opportunity to thank all who
helped in the canning of 139 quarts of
beets, 75 quarts of tomato juice, and
115 quarts of peaches.

September 30 - Today we are receiving Cindy Boller, Lori Boller, and
Matthew Rhodes into membership at
East Union. Pray for these young people as they begin their walk as members of East Union and disciples of
Christ.

20 years ago: 2000
50 years ago: 1970
September 6 - Mr. and Mrs. Dale
Hershberger are the parents of a son,
Chad Everette, born August 28.
September 6 - Mr. and Mrs. Francis
Litwiller are the parents of a son, Matthew Edward, born August 31.

September 27 - Inga Annette has
come to stay with her parents, Marlan
and Ortrun Logan. She was born September 23.

40 years ago: 1980
September 7 - We extend congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Lonnie Yoder.
They were married here yesterday afternoon.

September 10 - All women of the
church are invited to a bridal shower
for Alysa Ansley, fiancée of Jeremy
Yoder on Saturday, Sept. 23 at 1:30
pm. She is registered at Yottys.

10 years ago: 2010
September 5 - Stanley Green will
be speaking here on Sept. 19. He is
the Executive Director of Mennonite
Mission Network. We will be taking a
special offering for Mennonite Mission
Network that day.
September 26 - We extend congratulations and best wishes to Carmen & Joe Fernau on the birth of a
son, Levi Joseph, born Thursday, September 23. Levi weighed 4 lbs, 13 oz
and is 18 inches long.
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Graph does not include Sunday, August 30 and will be updated next month.

*$320,000 budget - $30,000 contribution made to Hillcrest Academy from the MEA Scholarship
Fund. Approved by Church Council for the 2020 Budget Year.
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september 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Wed
2

Doug Stoltzfus
Amy & Nate
Graber ‘01
Donovan & Sarah
Yoder ‘06

6 Morning
Worship

7

Worship

14

Jim Hochstetler
Max Miller

James Miller
Isabelle George
Rich & Laurie
Droll ‘74

20 Morning

21

Worship

27 Morning

9

28

15

16

Ida Mae Short

4

Alva Gingerich
Ken Yoder
Mike Carolan
Darla Trego

Ken & Wanda
Yoder ‘76

11

Joe Schmidt

Rosemond
Brenneman

17

18

Chuck Yoder
Yvonne Nixon

22

29

Sat
5

12

19
Beth Carolan

23

24

25

26

Levi Fernau

Emily Miller
Steven & Liz
Rhodes ‘11

Ella Groenewold
Ayden Yoder

Josh Yoder

30

Worship
Nyle Kauffman
Joani Miller
Mark & Angie
Beary ‘86

Fri

3

10

Bob Yoder
Ellen Rempel
Mike & Melanie
Schweitzer ‘84

Marlan & Rosemond
Brenneman ‘55

13 Morning

8

Thu

Mark Beary
Aaron & April
Schrock ‘05
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