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9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.” 
Matthew 5:9 (NRSV) 

 
In his “Sermon on the Mount” or “Sermon on the Plain,” Jesus speaks to the qualities of ones who 
are blessed or “flourishing.” They are the people who display attitudes and characteristics of      
poverty and humility. They are the people of peace. This is the only reference in scripture to 
“peacemakers” in the Bible. To me, peace is clearly at the center of Jesus’ teaching. He uses peace 
rather than violence against others as his method for transformation.  
 
We, too, are called to make peace. On social media, especially, words of peace seem to be a       
misnomer to normal online discourse. Words of anger and even violence are more commonplace. 
How do we as followers of God choose to hold peace at our center amidst the uncertainties of our 
current reality? Recently, during our online baptism class, we talked about the characteristics of 
the peace that Jesus and scripture speak to. It is a full-bodied peace. It is a wholeness that trans-
cends the absence of war and violence. It is a peace that speaks to justice. Peace that Jesus         
purports is more concerned with the entirety of the person. The whole person’s wellbeing is       
important to Jesus. 
 
Jesus uses healing as an act of peace and restoration. He transforms lives by offering healing and 
forgiveness. His words and actions speak to a reality that exceeds the framework of our daily lives 
and illustrates the kingdom of God in the flesh. It is important to understand that this is the peace 
that we are also called to be about. So, in our current context, our peace needs to be about helping 
to keep people safe in the midst of a pandemic. We make decisions that are difficult and uncertain, 
but they are always with the hope that it keeps the most at risk safe. In our current context, our 
peace needs to be about standing with people who are at risk for discrimination. We make difficult 
decisions that help to shine a light on the people who do not have equal access to jobs, healthcare, 
or the law. We attempt to give a voice to the voiceless through our words and deeds.  
 
The peace that Jesus speaks to is Shalom. It is not the absence of war and violence but a proclama-
tion that tears down the “way things are” or the “way things have always been.” Jesus sees the 
plight of those who are without peace. He sees those that struggle to make ends meet or put food 
on the table. Jesus does not simply speak peace. He offers it through actions. The church, today, is 
also called to action. We must see that our actions and deeds matter. Like Jesus, we need to be 
about healing and hope. We need to see the difficulties of those around us, whether in our commu-
nities or beyond. We must stand with others to ensure that all have enough. This is the work of 
Christ. This is the work of the church. May it be so. 
 
Peace and blessings, 
pastor Joel Beachy 
 

___________________________________________ 
1. “Richard Rohr Meditation: Love at the Center,” accessed July 31, 2020.      
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30 years ago: 1990 

August 5 - The bouquet of orchids 

placed in front of the auditorium is in 

memory of Evie Fisher by her family. 

The orchids are from Hawaii.  

August 26 - We welcome Christine 

Simon from Szekszard, Hungary. 

Christine is staying with the Dale 

Rhodes family and attending IMS this 

school year. 
 

 

20 years ago: 2000 

August 6 - Today marks the 78th 

anniversary of the dedication service 

of our East Union Church Building, 

which took place on August 6, 1922. 

August 13 - Congratulations and 

best wishes to Doug Moberly and Jill 

Hoefler who were married last week, 

August 5 in Des Moines. 

August 13 - Congratulations and 

best wishes to Melissa and Aaron 

Fleming on the birth of a son, David 

Weldon, born August 7 weighing 10 

lbs. and 20 inches. Congratulations 

also to grandparents Keith and Cindy. 
 

 

10 years ago: 2010 

August 22 - Congratulations and 

best wishes to Randy & Jill Miller on 

the birth of a daughter, Libby Rae, 

born Monday, August 16. Libby 

weighed 7 lb, 14 oz and was 19 1/2 

inches long.  

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage 

60 years ago: 1960 

August 7 - Born to Mr. and Mrs.   

Lowell Erb, a son, James Dean, August 

2. 

August 14 - Place your orders for the 

M .Y . F .  po t a toe s  w i t h  Row an 

Hochstetler or Ralph Moberly, now. 

 

 

50 years ago:  1970 

August 2 - We are indeed grateful to 

Mrs. Keith Marner and Mr. and Mrs. 

Walter Marner for the new Mennonite 

Hymnals given as a memorial gift. This is 

a very useful and timely gift. 

August 9 -  Dean Rhodes has  received 

notification of a PAX assignment to  

Peru. He will be leaving about Septem-

ber 1. 

August 17 - One hundred five people 

from our district left yesterday for Con-

vention 70 at Lake Junaluska, North 

Carolina.  

 
 

 40 years ago: 1980 

August 3 - Alvin Miller had the misfor-

tune of sustaining a finger injury in a 

shop accident at work on Thursday. 

August 17 - We extend congratula-

tions to Nyle and Lois Kauffman on the 

receiving of a little girl into their home. 

Her name is Sarah Elizabeth Kauffman. 

She was one year old yesterday. 
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*$320,000 budget - $30,000 contribution made to Hillcrest Academy from the MEA Scholarship 
Fund. Approved by Church Council for the 2020 Budget Year.  

The first strictly Mennonite Summer Bible school was started in 1923 by Noah Oyer in Hesston, Kan-
sas. East Union held its first summer Bible School in 1930 and by 1933 there were 40 such schools in 
the Mennonite Church. 
 
For a number of years at East Union the school ran for a two week 
period starting at 8:30 A.M. and dismissing by 11:00 A.M. From 1966 
through 1970, Bible School was held in the evening. For the following 
six years, the school reverted back to the forenoon hours. Then in 
1977 until the mid 80’s, instead of the usual two week period, it was 
held for the first time for one week, all day. This change worked out 
very well. Average attendance per year was consistently over 100 
with the highest enrollment in 1963 with 170 children. Some would 

attend from other churches 
and denominations. 
 
Activity features besides some recreation, would include 
workbooks for projects, integrated memorization of Scrip-
ture, missionary 
emphasis, evange-
lism, worship, and 
sacred music. The 

climax at the end of Bible School was and still is, the program 
given by the children to the whole congregation. 
 
The basic purpose of the East Union Summer Bible School 
has always been designed to bring the child into intimate 
personal relationship with Jesus as their Savior and Lord.  

A Look Back - East Union Summer Bible School 

Year unknown - late 30’s/early 40’s 
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The whole Bible 

School in the 

year 1942. 

Photos provided by Lois Gugel 
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   august  2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 

 

 
 

 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

1 

 

George MIller 

2 Morning  

Worship  

 

James Erb 

3 

 

Gabriel Krabill 

 

4 

 

Paul Miller 

5 

 

Max Yoder 

Doug & Jill 

  Moberly ‘00 

6 

 

Nelson Miller 

Jill Hemachandra 

Jeff & Carol 

  Boller ‘94 

 7 
 

 

 

8 

 

 

 

9 Morning  

Worship  
 
 

 

Jada Dachtler 

 

10 

 

Jerry Miller 

Steven Rhodes 

Frank & Yvonne 

  Nixon ‘91 

11 

 

 

12 
 

 

 

13 

 

Matthew & Tamar 

  Rhodes ‘05 

14 

 

Marvin Slabaugh 

 

15 

 

Steve & Kara 

  Groenewold ‘98 

 

16 Morning  

Worship 
 

 

 

Madison Higdon 

Libby Miller 

 

 

17 

 

Marlin Brenneman 

Landon Slabaugh 

18 

 

Wanda Yoder 

Denny & Becky 

  Yoder ‘73 

 

19 
 

 

 

20 

 

 

21 

 

 

22 

 

Estelle DenBleyker 

23 Morning  

Worship  

 

Lola Faye Erb- 

  Yoder 

Bob Moberly 

24 

 

 

 

25 
 

Jill Hartsock 

Bob & Dorothea 

  Moberly ‘62 

 

26 
 

 

Loren & Elvesta 

  Hochstedler ‘72 

Sheldon & Letha 

  Yoder ‘72 

27 
 

 

Brian & Lynn 

  Yoder ‘88 

28 
 

 

29 
 

 

30 Morning  

Worship  

 

Wilma Copeland 

Jacob Moberly 

31 
 

Larry Detweiler 
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