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5May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of mind toward 
each other that Christ Jesus had, 6so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Romans 15:5-6 (NIV) 

 

One of our theme verses or passages for the East Union church year has been Romans 15:5-6. Like the other 
theme verse of Psalm 46:10, the Romans passage seems like a timely word for our church community. I do 
not know about you, but sometimes I find it hard to “glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” I do 
not say this to be irreverent but to demonstrate the difficulty we can feel during times of uncertainty to have 
a strong sense of God’s presence in our lives. I believe this is where verse 5 of this passage gives us an im-
portant cue. The God that we are called to glorify, even when we may not feel like it, is the same God who 
supplies the endurance and encouragement to do just that.    
 

We sometimes feel so alone. It is easy to do. Especially now when we are physically isolated from one anoth-
er in our homes. Sometimes we feel alone because of the worries of the world that weigh us down. Some-
times we feel alone because no matter how hard we try we cannot seem to make ends meet. Sometimes we 
feel alone because the very people we love most dearly are also the ones with whom we are most annoyed. 
Sometimes we feel alone because there does not seem to be an end in sight. There is no game plan. There 
are no three easy steps to extricate oneself from the Coronavirus.  
 

In this Romans passage, though, we are reminded that it is God who is the giver of endurance. God gives us 
the encouragement. So, when you feel discouraged, it is so important to let others know. Allow God to en-
courage you today and give you endurance this week, so that we can have “the same attitude of mind toward 
each other that Christ Jesus had.” We cannot do this alone. We are In This Together, and our solidarity starts 
now. It does not need to wait for some distant future. We are called to encourage one another to endure 
right now. 
 

Recently, our Central Plains Mennonite Conference leaders have been encouraging pastors of conference 
churches to remember that what we are doing with our church family right now is church together. We do 
not need to wait until we return to the building. It is happening now. We know this rationally in our heads, 
but we need these reminders that God is present with us. God is working in our individual lives and in the life 
of the church family. This reminder prompts me to think of the kid’s song we use to sing, I am the church, you 
are the church. 

 

Verse 1: 
The church is not a building, the church is not a steeple, the church is not a resting place, the church 
is a people.  

 

Chorus: 
I am the church! You are the church! We are the church together! All who follow Jesus, all around the 
world! Yes, we’re the church together! 

 

May we continue to be encouragers to one another. May we be “God moment” spotters that can shout out 
the ways that we are seeing and experiencing God’s hope these days. May we remember that what we are 
doing together during online services or phone calls or through emails, cards, and text messages is being the 
church together now. May God continue to remind us through the gift of encouragement and endurance, so 
with one mind and voice we may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. May it be so. 
 

 Peace and blessings,  pastor Joel Beachy 
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30 years ago: 1990 

May 6 - Congratulations to Karen 

Harvey who graduated Friday from 

the University of Iowa with a Master 

of Social Work degree. 

 

 

20 years ago: 2000 

May 7 - I would like to thank every-

one at East Union for the help of put-

ting a roof on my house. Also for the 

coffee, rolls and goodies brought to 

the workers. It was very much appre-

ciated. I thank God and every one of 

you. - Dave Plank 

May 28 - Congratulations to our high 

school graduates: Jace Bailey, Lindsay 

Bailey, Karen Bontrager, Shantell Det-

weiler, Tyler Hershberger, Katie 

Hochstedler, Hector Frebres, Jane 

Miiller, Aubree Miller, Diego Rodri-

guez, Dan Yoder, and Adam Yoder 

who will graduate tomorrow night 

from IMS 

 

 

10 years ago: 2010 

May 9 - Colton Anthony Litwiller and 

Chance Thomas Litwiller have arrived 

home recently with their new adop-

tive parents, Tim and Denise Litwiller. 

Colton and Chance were born April 

1, 2010. Tim and Denise would like to 

thank the congregation for all of the 

prayers lifted on their family’s behalf 

in this journey.  

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage 

60 years ago: 1960 

May 22 - New Arrivals: Brenda       

Annette, born May 6, adopted May 16 

by Mr. and Mrs. George Widmer.    

Sharon Renae, born May 15 to Mr. and 

Mrs. Alva Gingerich. 

 

50 years ago:  1970 

May 17 - Mr. and Mrs. Dale Rhodes are 

the parents of a son, Christopher Dale, 

born May 14. 

May 24 -  Congratulations to our grad-

uating seniors! From IMS: Merle Beachy, 

Emma Lou Boller, Faye Brenneman, Ed 

Gingerich, Randy Gingerich, Galen 

Guengerich, Denny Miller, Letha Mullet, 

Lana Rhodes, Anthony Yoder, Rodney 

Yoder. From Mid-Prairie: Virginia Redi-

ger, Allen Schrock, Norman Schrock, 

Norma Schrock, Don Showalter, Denny 

Yoder. 

May 31 - Mr. and Mrs. John Stoltzfus, 

Jr. are the parents of a son, John Chad-

wick, born May 29. 

 

 40 years ago: 1980 

May 11 - The parents and their chil-

dren taking part in the dedication this 

morning are Beatrice and Edward 

Knepp and their daughters, Jina Renae 

and Jody Raylene 

May 18 - We extend congratulations to 

Debbie and Jim Miller on the arrival of 

Brian James, born Friday, May 16. 
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The newly formed, unofficial "Stewardship Team" (Joel Beachy, Greg Yoder, Emily Yoder, Marlan Logan 
and Joel Miiller) wanted to take an opportunity to share with you all what your generous giving has been 
accomplishing while we've all been keeping our distance!  
 

First, the sanctuary and many of the main areas of the church, such as the hallways and foyer area, have 
been able to be painted. George's Painting was hired to paint the sanctuary and the rest has been com-
pleted by volunteers (Norman, Kyle, Chris, Doyle, Janet, Greg Y. and likely some others we've missed). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The trustees have been working to reconfigure the bathroom off   
the back of the sanctuary. It will now be accessed directly from the 
sanctuary and will be wheelchair accessible. Since the nursery will  
no longer have direct access to the bathroom, a sink is being added 
to the nursery. The sheetrock has all been hung and the project is 
progressing nicely. 
 
We have a very healthy scholarship fund with Mennonite Education Agency (MEA). Church Council decid-
ed to withdraw $30,000 from this fund to help offset what Hillcrest Academy has asked us to give. With-
out the money from this fund we would have needed an average of $420/month from every household in 
order to make budget. By using this fund we have been able to lower the amount needed to an average of 
$380/month from every household. 
 

Thank you to everyone who continues to support our church family by continuing to volunteer your time 
and financial resources, especially during this unprecedented and unpredictable time! We continue to be 
able to meet our needs and the needs of the organizations we support because of the generosity of those 
who have given to the scholarship fund over the years and those who continue to give!  
 

Great job! And truly, thank you all!  Joel Miiller, Church Finance Officer 
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1 
 

 

2 

Dorothy Rhodes 

Reid Detweiler 

Sadie Fernau 

Nelson & Mary 

  Miller ‘70 

3 Morning  

Worship via Zoom 

 

 
Seth Groenewold 

 

4 

 

 

Ian Schmidt 

5 

 

 

Jackie Bailey 

6 

 

 

Verna Zook 

Mary Miller 

7 

 

 

Ed & Bobbie 

  Hershberger ‘77 

 8 
 

 

 

 

9 

 

 

10 Morning  

Worship via Zoom 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Kristen Rempel 

Keith & Cindy 

  Dickel ‘69 

11 

 

 

Deb Derksen 

12 

 

Rebecca Beachy 

  Miller 

Austin 

  Hemachandra 

Jaxon Carolan 

Cruz Carolan 

 

13 
 

 

 

14 

 

 

Chris Rhodes 

15 

 

 

Trent Yoder 

Isaac Miller 

16 

 

 

17 Morning  

Worship via Zoom 
 

 

 

Jane Yoder-Short 

18 

 

Edwin L. Yoder 

Marilyn Fisher 

Paul & Laura 

  Miller ‘68 

19 

 

Adam Yoder 

20 
 

 

Sarah Yoder 

21 

 

 

Jim & Annie 

  Yoder ‘88 

22 

 

 

Will & Emily 

  Yoder ‘99 

23 

 

 

24 Morning  

Worship via Zoom 
 

Jon & Carrie 

  Miller ‘14 

Adam & Katie 

  Yoder ‘11 

25 

 

Memorial Day 

 

 

Marv Hershberger 

26 
 

 

 

27 
 

 

Becky Yoder 

28 
 

Chris Yoder 

Annika Miller 

Shantell &  

  Theodore Krabill 

 

29 
 

Carrie Schmidt 

30 
 

 

31 
 

Marlan Logan 

      


