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5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much 
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 

John 15:5 (NIV) 
 
The image of the vine and the branches is vivid and captivating. Jesus’ metaphor, like so many of his illustra-
tions, captures one’s imagination. Our relationship to and with Jesus is meant to be deeply intertwined, to be 
synergistic. Likewise, Jesus proclaims in verse John 15:4 for us to, “4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No 
branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in 
me.” 
 
In order for a branch to stay alive, it must be physically connected to the main vine. If it is separated, it dies 
and is worth nothing. I am feeling like a disconnected branch this week. As a middle class, white male, I    
recognize that I am a part of a broken world that has caused enormous pain and oppression for our brothers 
and sisters that do not have the same color of skin as me. This is completely counter to what Jesus proclaims 
in this chapter of John. Instead, Jesus declares that, “12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved 
you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you 
do what I command. (v.12-14)” This week we saw another child of God brutally killed. His name was George 
Floyd. I believe Jesus weeps for the tragedy of this death. I believe Jesus cries out for justice. Justice is not 
only to hold those responsible accountable, but to change the systems that have made these types of injus-
tices happen in the first place. 
 
This week I really struggled to know how to articulate what I have been feeling. Some of you may have been 
feeling similar anger, frustration, sadness, and despair. It seems to only be compounded by the fact that we 
are experiencing this through the lens of COVID-19. Stephen Kriss, a church leader in Mennonite Church USA 
(see footnote), put into words some of what I have been feeling. He articulates how I feel complicit. I do not 
feel that I am “laying down my life for my friends.” Jesus’ words in John 15 cut into me. Am I a branch that 
needs to be pruned? Am I part of the problem? Stephen Kriss writes,  
 
“When African Americans say "I can't breathe," how do we respond? Do we listen? Do we believe them? Do 
we care? Or do we keep our knee on their neck? George Floyd didn't deserve to die. I watched parts of the 
video. It's horrifying. I'm not going to post a link but maybe it's important for you to see it to bear witness if 
you are a white person. It's not just about a single police officer, it's about a whole system that continues to 
make it difficult to say or to believe that #BlackLivesMatter. Yet each of us is also individually responsible. I 
mourn again, am incredulous and angry. I see and love you my African American family, friends, neighbors 
and colleagues. I cannot be silent, and I cannot simply look away. I repent for all of the times I have been qui-
et and have not born witness out of fear rather than responding with the power of divine love that casts all 
fear away.” 
 
I am a pastor, and I feel compelled to speak into our community and context. I recognize that I have feared 
saying the wrong thing. My hope is that by taking this very small step I can respond “with the power of divine 
love that casts all fear away” (Stephen Kriss). 
 
This Sunday we are having a joint service with Bethel AME of Iowa City. I am so thankful for this relationship. 
Reverend Kimberly Abram-Bryant and her members remind me of the very real pain that is experienced by 
our brothers and sisters of color right here in our community. They are not far away. They are close by, and 
they are affected by these tragic events.     Continued on page 2 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/blacklivesmatter?__eep__=6&source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG
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30 years ago: 1990 

June 3 - Congratulations to Karleen 

and Gary Titus on the birth of Abigail 

Marie born May 17. Abigail has a big 

sister, Hannah, and grandparents are 

John and Loretta Kauffman.  

June 25 - You are invited to partici-

pate in a community prayer meeting 

for the Festival of Faith at the Day-

tonville Mennonite Church at 7:30 

pm. 

 

 

 

20 years ago: 2000 

June 18 - 30 Day Prayer: “In the 

Name of Jesus, Lord God, rain down 

your peace that passes all human un-

derstanding. Cleanse us and satisfy 

our every need. Peace, peace, peace. 

Amen.” 

June 25 - The children of Ed and 

Esther Yoder would like to announce 

a card shower to celebrate Esther’s 

70th birthday on July 2nd. 

 

 

 

10 years ago: 2010 

June 6 - Adult SS News: All are invit-

ed to the auditorium to hear Jim and 

Deb Miller share reflections and infor-

mation concerning their recent trav-

els to India, Nepal, and Tibet, and the 

work that Jeff Miller and others are 

doing in that part of the world.  

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage 

60 years ago: 1960 

June 5 - A number of mothers will be 

sacrificing their time and work at home 

in order to teach our boys and girls in 

Bible School. There are a number of 

ways in which we can help them by way 

of preparing food, picking berries, hoe-

ing, laundering, etc. Here are the names 

of the mothers if you would like to lend 

a helping hand. Mrs. Vernon Bontrager, 

Mrs. Cleo Dickel, Mrs. Donald 

Showalter, Mrs. Vernon Zook, Mrs. 

Floyd Brenneman, Mrs. Milton Winborn, 

Mrs. Raymon Troyer and Mrs. Wallace 

Gascho. 

 

50 years ago:  1970 

June 28 -  We rejoice with the parents 

of the new babies that were born this 

past week. They are: Warren Edward 

born to Mr. and Mrs. Edward Yoder 

June 20, Lance Stuart born to Mr. and 

Mrs. Phil Yoder June 21, Bradley Wayne 

born to Mr. and Mrs. Ed Knepp June 23 

and Brent Lamar born to Mr. and Mrs. 

Gerald Yoder June 25. May God bless 

these new arrivals and their homes.  

 

 40 years ago: 1980 

June 8 - Jerry Miller had the misfortune 

of sustaining a broken finger which re-

quired hospitalization. 

June 15 - We extend congratulations 

to Jeff and Cindy Leach on the arrival of 

Nicholas John born, June 12. 

Continued from page 1 

 
May we be moved to speak out 
against the pain that continues to be 
inflicted upon the African American 
community across the nation. May we 
stand in solidarity with our brothers 
and sisters of color. May we lay down 
our lives, as Christ laid down his life for 
us, so that others may live. May it be 
so. 
 
Peace and blessings, 
pastor Joel Beachy 
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*$320,000 budget - $30,000 contribution made to Hillcrest Academy from the MEA Scholarship 
Fund. Approved by Church Council for the 2020 Budget Year.  
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     june  2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 

 

1 
 

Aaron Schrock 

 

 2 

 

Doyle & Janet 

  Geyer ‘84 

3 
 

Laura Stoltzfus 

 

 

 

4 
 

Errol & Coletta 

  Bontrager ‘83 

Luke & Rachel 

  Yoder ‘11 

5 
 

Karen Harvey 

Cheryl Monemi 

Tina Hershberger 

Ed & Jane Miller ‘71 

6 

 

Joyce Schrock 

Micah Miller 

Tina Dachtler 

Phil & Judy 

  Yoder ‘65 

Landon & Emily 

  Slabaugh ‘15 

7 Morning  

Worship via Zoom 

 

Will Kolck 

Patrea Hamm 

Dennis & Sally 

  Miller ‘75 

 

8 

 

 

 

9 

 

 

10 

 

Randy & Kristen 

  Rempel ‘95 

11 

 

Coletta Bontrager 

Matt & Renea 

  Miller ‘94 

Jonathan & Amy 

  Hershberger ‘11 

 12 
 

 

Vera Yoder 

 

 

 

13 

 

 

Errol Bontrager 

14 Morning  

Worship via Zoom 
 
 

 

 

Betsy Slabaugh 

 

15 

 

 

16 

 

   

Tom & Julie  

  Meyers ‘13 

17 
 

 

Toby Chen 

18 

 

 

 

19 

 

Erika Rodriguez 

Tori Schrock 

 

20 

Phil Yoder 

Warren Yoder 

Marv & Grace 

  Rempel ‘70 

Bob & Deb 

  Derksen ‘81 

Wilma & Carroll 

  Copeland ‘98 

21 Morning  

Worship via Zoom 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Shantell Krabill 

Josh & Kara 

  Yoder ‘14 

22 

 

 

23 

 

Rachel Yoder 

Brett Miller 

24 
 

Shane Miller 

Marvin & Betsy 

  Slabaugh ‘89 

Chris & Sandi 

  Rhodes ‘05 

 

 

25 

 

 

26 

 

Loren Hochstedler 

Steve Groenewold 

 

27 

 

Mateo Rodriguez 

  Yoder 

Julie Meyers 

Marv & Paulette 

  Hershberger ‘81 

28 Morning  

Worship  

 

Norah Yoder 

Amy Graber 

Jim & Deb  

  Miller ‘74 

29 

 

Kyle Troyer 

Larry & Carolyn 

  Detweiler ‘73 

30 
 

Jill & Bill 

  Hartsock ‘07 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 


