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From the Pastor’s Desk
The temperatures are starting to mellow, and the evenings are coming more quickly. Another autumn is upon
us. With fall, comes the excitement of a new school year, fall competitions, new church roles and committees,
and a new year of CHOW and Midweek potlucks. As in the past, these activities are designed to engage the
congregation in food, fellowship, and finding out more about the ministries and opportunities we have at East
Union to serve the church and community.
Sometimes we wonder why we gather together so often. What benefit is there in gathering during the midweek? Recently, we looked at the scripture passages from Acts that speak to how the early church gathered
together. In the book of Acts, there are at least two different times that describe how the early church
members gathered together, shared what they had in common, and grew in their faith and numbers.
Life among the Believers
43
Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. 44 All
who believed were together and had all things in common; 45 they would sell their possessions and
goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they spent much time
together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added
to their number those who were being saved.
Acts 2:43-47 (NRSV)
We often look at the early followers of The Way as an idyllic representation of the Church, but we forget the
hard work they put in to be the church together. In verse 46-47 of the Acts 2 passage, especially, we see why
the early members felt so connected to one another. They “spent much time together in the temple.” We
could view this as a pious activity, gathering to worship in the temple, but it also represents a gathering of the
community into one place. We are only a body as often as we gather together. Coming to functions is not
solely about accountability. It is not about tallying who shows up and who is absent. Instead, we gather
together eager to connect, to reconnect, and to build new and lasting relationships with one another.
Likewise, we gather together to break bread. This reminds us of our gratitude for God’s provision. It reminds
us that what we have is meant to be shared. We want others to be a part of our fellowship, because we have a
deep love for God and for each other. This extends to the fellowship table, too. We break bread together in
“remembrance” of the one who broke bread with the disciples, the Christ. I Corinthians 11:25 says,
25

In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my
blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
As often as we gather together to eat and drink, we do it as ones who have hope in a kingdom and a God who
provides for every need. We have hope that by eating and drinking together we will continuously be formed,
reformed, and transformed into the perfect body of Christ.
So, I want to formally invite you to CHOW and Midweek potlucks this church calendar year! With some exceptions (see calendar), we will meet the 2nd and 4th Wednesday’s of each month to break bread together. May
you come, see, and taste that God is good. May it be so.
Peace and blessings, Joel Beachy

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage
30 years ago: 1989
September 3 - We received a letter
this week from Wayne Kempf, Secretary of Iowa/Nebraska Conference
thanking us for our warm and gracious hospitality during Conference
here on August 18-20.

60 years ago: 1959
September 20 - Harold Hoefflinger,
an ex-convict who has found Christ and
is now serving as prison worker, will
speak at the Kalona church Friday evening at 7:30.
September 20 - A daughter, Carlene,
was born to Mr. and Mrs. Ike Yoder on
September 18.
September 27 - Thanks to all who
came out so willingly on Friday to help
can 77 quarts of tomatoes and 385
quarts of apples.

50 years ago: 1969
September 25 - We are happy to
welcome back Dale and Charlene
Rhodes, who have returned from a
term of service at Ansec, Alberta; also
Donald Zook from his Pax Service in
Haiti where he was working in Hospital
Albert Schweitzer.

40 years ago: 1979
September 16 - We extend congratulations to Charlene and Gary Mullet on
the arrival of their twins on September
12. Their names are David Benjamin and
Hannah Catherine.

September 17 - Next Sunday, September 24, we will be having a baptism service for Bobbie Hershberger.

20 years ago: 1999
September 19 - Congratulations
and best wishes to Gregory
Hochstetler and Holly Jackson who
were married on August 28 in St.
Joseph, MO.

10 years ago: 2009
September 12 - What a wonderful
surprise Mennonite Women’s meeting had as we packed school kits. Our
boxes ran over. East Union generously came through and we had 112
school kits!!!!! Thank you to everyone
who helped!
September 20 - Thanks so much for
your thoughtfulness. We enjoyed very
much to be among East Union people
again. It was like coming home for
Edna and I. We miss you and think of
the rewarding time we spent at East
Union. You are constantly on our
prayers. East Union was the highlight
of our experience in our ministry.
May God bless you and thank you.
Noah and Edna Helmuth

September 23 - The MYF with their
sponsors and Lonnie are in Ames today
worshipping with and visiting our six
1SU students.
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Giving to Iglesia Zoar
Mennonite Central Committee has recently established
Iglesia Zoar as a designated
project and will now receive
and distribute donations on
behalf of the church.
As in the past, you may
continue to submit checks
made out to East Union
Mennonite Church OR you
may send checks directly to
Mennonite Central Committee at:
21 S. 12th St.
PO Box 500,
Akron, PA 17501
Please remember to include
“CIP Mexico Zoar Project” in
the memo line so that
Iglesia Zoar is credited
properly.

Church at Kalona Park - June 16

Today we enjoyed our church service and potluck at the Kalona Park.

CCCC Potluck Picnic & Camp Sharing - July 14

Gearing up for Courage Ride - Aug 4

Today we geared up for
the annual Courage Ride
in memory of Seth Bailey
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This weekend we
enjoyed an outdoor
movie, homemade ice
cream, pizza, outdoor
games, camping, an
outdoor service with
former pastor
Michael Loss and a
potluck style meal
during our annual
Camp East Union!

Camp East Union - August 24 & 25
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CHOW (Church Happenings on Wednesday) begins September 11, at 6pm, with a
wiener roast/potluck at the church picnic pavilion and a hayride for all ages. Please
bring your own table service, a side dish or dessert, and your lawn chairs.
Throughout the year, CHOW will usually be the second Wednesday of the month
(please refer to the schedule to see the exceptions to this.) Many activites are already
planned for the CHOW programs and one adult Sunday School class is in charge of the
light meal each month which is served from 6:00 – 6:30 pm. This is not a fundraiser, but
there will be a basket for contributions for the meal to cover the meal expenses. If this
does not fit in your budget, we encourage you to come anyways. Child care is provided
for newborn to 2nd grade, with Preschool - 2nd grade students going through the
‘Digging for Treasure Bible School’ curriculum used the summer of 2017. Venture Club
and MYF either meet during this time or participate in the adult activity / program.

Continued this year are the Mid-Week Potlucks at 6:00 on Wednesday nights. This will
generally be during the fourth week of the month, September – April, excluding
December. The purpose of this is for fellowship and an opportunity to get to know others
better. There will be no activity planned or childcare provided during this time, but classes are assigned times to set up and clean afterwards. We are asking people to bring
their own table service as well as a dish to share for the potluck. If you happen to forget
your table service, you are welcome to use the church’s and there will be a was station
set up for you to clean up after yourself.

Classes in charge of activities for the year are listed on the following page. If you have
questions, please contact Catrina Miiller, Jane Miller or Joel Beachy.
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East Union
Mennonite Church
Vacation Bible School
August 5 - 9, 2019
Thank you to everyone who
supported Vacation Bible School
at East Union this summer. Your
prayers, donations of food,
offerings for Iglesia Zoar, volunteer service, and care for our
youngest members made a
special week possible. Thank
you especially to those who
brought children, grand-children
and neighbors, and shared the
invitation to VBS with others.
Lisa Yoder and Erika Rodriguez
will be working together to plan
for VBS 2020. We hope to see
you there!
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Mennonite Women starting new sessions this fall!
September begins a new year for East Union Mennonite Women. We welcome and
encourage all women of East Union to Join us in our monthly meetings (usually the first
Tuesday of each month from 9 am to 3:30 pm, with a break for lunch and a devotional at
11:15).
Please come and Join us as we work together quilting quilts for the benefit sales
(Pleasantview and MCC) or knotting comforters to be sent to MCC. We will teach you
how to quilt or knot. Please come and learn. Many hands help us accomplish much
more. Each month we have a project such as school kits, food pantry, money for
Crooked Creek or other special MCC projects.
The devotional book for this year is “Every Time I feel the Spirit”, written by Shannon W. Dycus. Every Time I Feel the Spirit conveys the Holy Spirit’s legacy passed along to us through many bold women. This Bible study traces the creative power of the
Spirit among women of Scripture, to women of history, to us. Learn from Vashti, Mary, Anna, Naamah, Ruth, Jochebed, the wife
of Jairus, Sophia, a prodigal sister, and more. These valiant individuals of the Bible and contemporary women lead us into Spiritbreathed journeys of our own. Author and pastor Shannon W. Dycus compels readers to explore what we personally inherit
from our lineage in the Spirit.
Mark your calendar and join us the first Tuesday of the month.

Becky Yoder, Mennonite Women president

Mennonite Women Meeting - Sept 3
A Dream in
the Dark

Senior
Saints Day
September 30

Scripture: Isaiah 50:10
Devotional Leader: Jane Miller
Project: Relief Kits
Sack Lunch

On Monday, September 30th, East Union will be
celebrating those from our congregation, and their
spouses, who are 75 years of age and older.
Invitations and more information coming soon!

East Union Mennonite Church Contact Information
5615 Gable Ave. SW
PO Box 760
Kalona, Iowa 52247

Phone: 319-656-2590
Email: eucares@kctc.net
Website: eastunionmennonite.org

Pastor:
Joel Beachy - 319.591.0187
Office Manager:
Crystal Wade - 319.541.8894
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Elders:
Larry Detweiler - 319.400.4235
Wanda Yoder - 319.430-6406
Will Miller - 319.461.4115
Karen Harvey - 319.656.3009
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September 2019
Sun
1
Doug Stoltzfus
Amy & Nate
Graber ‘01
Donovan & Sarah
Yoder ‘06

Mon
2

Gretchen Geyer &
Thomas Leonard
‘17

Tue
3

Mennonite
Women

Alva Gingerich
Ken Yoder
Mike Carolan
Darla Trejo

Wed
4

Thu
5

Fri
6

Sat
7

Marlan & Rosemond
Brenneman ‘55

Thomas Leonard
Ken & Wanda
Yoder ‘76

Worship Comm
Meeting 7 pm

8 Morning
Worship 9:30am

9

Bob Yoder
Ellen Rempel
Mike & Melanie
Schweitzer ‘84

15 Morning
Worship 9:30am

10

11

12

Joe Schmidt

Rosemond
Brenneman

16

17

18

19

Worship 9:30am

Worship 9:30am

James Miller
Isabelle George
Rich & Laurie
Droll ‘74

20

21

Beth Carolan

23

24

25

26

27

28

Levi Fernau

Emily Miller
Steven & Liz
Rhodes ‘11

Ella Groenewold
Ayden Yoder

Josh Yoder

Nyle Kauffman
Joani Miller
Mark & Angie
Beary ‘86

Gretchen Geyer
Ida Mae Short

Church Council
Meeting 7 pm

29 Morning

14

Jim Hochstetler
Max Miller

CHOW

Chuck Yoder
Yvonne Nixon

22 Morning

13

Mid-Week
Potluck

30
Mark Beary
Aaron & April
Schrock ‘05
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