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This past weekend the elders, spouses, and I met at Crooked Creek Christian Camp for an Elder’s Retreat. We gath-
ered on Friday night to break bread, also known as Papa Murphy’s stuffed crust pizza. We talked about things that 
were going on in our lives, and we learned stories and life experiences about each other that we had never heard 
before. It was a good way to bond together as the new church calendar year gets underway, and we add Marv 
Slabaugh to our elder team. 
 

In the morning following breakfast, our spouses departed to allow the elders to get to the heart of our work during 
the retreat. We began our time with a time of silent prayer and reflection. We used the Sacred Space (https://
www.sacredspace.ie/) online prayer outline to guide our time. During our prayer time, we also began to contemplate 
scripture verses or passages that we want East Union to focus on during the church calendar year. Per the Worship 
Committee’s appeal, the elders were to select a verse that could be a focus and theme for the year. The verses may 
be recited during worship services and used to begin committee meetings, as we gather to discuss the business and 
spiritual needs of the congregation. The Worship Committee plans to meet soon to take the proposed scripture vers-
es and dream about how they may be more fully integrated into our church life this year. The hope would be that by 
the end of the year all attending members of East Union would have them memorized, not from strenuous memoriza-
tion (although you are welcomed and encouraged to memorize them on your own) but through repetition in services 
and meetings. Here are the two verses that will guide us this year: 
 

Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth. 
       Psalm 46:10 (NIV) 

 
5 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of mind toward each 
other that Christ Jesus had, 6 so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.      Romans 15:5-6 (NIV) 

 

Part of our discussions also included thinking about our roles as leaders within the church. It is our firm belief that in 
order to lead we must also participate and demonstrate what we hope for East Union. One of our hopes is that new 
people would come to East Union and find a church home with our community of believers. To this goal, we are com-
mitted as elders to invite one person(s) or family to church within the next six months to either CHOW, Mid-week 
Potluck, or Sunday morning service. This does not mean that the persons will attend. It is simply part of our discipline 
to practice the invitation. In our culture, we do not often feel comfortable doing this, so we are pushing ourselves out 
of our comfort zones to attempt this. We invite you to join us in this effort. 
 

We also spent time talking about Missional Discipleship Groups (https://youtu.be/7ZO8m2eYUCs). This is a program 
that involves two to three persons who will commit to reading scripture together. Our elders have committed to prac-
ticing this, in addition to the regular elder’s meetings, serving communion, greeting, helping with funerals, and more. 
East Union, we have a great, committed elder’s group! 
 

Finally, we also talked about how we can practice and model having difficult conversations as an elder group, while 
maintaining the unity of the Spirit. Our hope over the next year or two is to continue challenging ourselves to read 
together and talk together about hard topics. We understand that if our hope is that the rest of the church should 
practice talking about differences without conflict that creates schisms, then we need to practice that, too.  
 

The elders and I are committed to East Union for the 2019-20 church calendar year. We are excited about all of the 
good work that is taking place here, and we look forward to serving in our roles and participating in the ministry, wor-
ship, learning, and growth at East Union. Our hope is that you will join us in this important work! May it be so.  
 

Peace and blessings,  Joel Beachy 

https://www.sacredspace.ie/
https://www.sacredspace.ie/
https://youtu.be/7ZO8m2eYUCs
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30 years ago: 1989 

October 15 - Congratulations to 

David and Chris Charles on the birth 

of their daughter, Evelyn Rose, born 

on Monday, October 9th 

October 15—Congratulations to 

Clair Yoder and Lorna Swantz who 

were married here yesterday. 

October 15 - Congratulations to 

Raymond and Mildred Zook on their 

50th wedding anniversary which is 

today, October 15.  

 

20 years ago: 1999 

September 19 - Congratulations 

and best wishes to Gregory 

Hochstetler and Holly Jackson who 

were married on August 28 in St. 

Joseph, MO.  

 

10 years ago: 2009 

October 17 - Any interested per-

sons are invited to participate in the 

“Giving Project” workshop for East 

Union at 8:00 p.m. There you will 

have an opportunity to share ideas for 

East Union to fulfill the “Giving Pro-

ject Initiatives.” 

October 25 - Congratulations and 

best wishes to Carmen Schrock and 

Joe Fernau who were married here 

yesterday.  

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage 

60 years ago: 1959 

October 11 - Dawn Marie was born to 

Mr. and Mrs. Omar Schlabaugh on Sep-

tember 26. 

October 18 - Kenneth Hochstedler 

has returned home after his two years 

of PAX service in Algeria and Europe. 

We are happy to welcome him back, 

and also Mr. and Mrs. Monroe 

Hochstedler after their European visit. 

October 25—The Kalona church vot-

ed to ordain Bro. Eugene Graber to the 

Christian ministry. The ordination ser-

vice will be planned in the near future. 

 

50 years ago:  1969 

October 26 - You will be receiving the 

first issue of Bruit today. This is the Iowa 

Mennonite School bulletin.  

 

 40 years ago: 1979 

October 7 - We extend our congratu-

lations to Judy and Gene Bontrager on 

the arrival of Galen James. He was born 

October 1 at Mercy Hospital.  

October 21 - Marina, LaDonna, and 

Jonette Kauffman, Tonya and Chad 

Stoltzfus, and Lance and Greg Yoder 

were among students riding in a school 

bus that overturned Thursday morning. 

LaDonna was the most seriously in-

sured. She has a broken leg.  

 

 

Children of  East     
Union enjoying their 

new music room     
during their first   

Sunday School class   
of  the year!  

 
September 8, 2019 
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5615 Gable Ave. SW 

PO Box 760 

Kalona, Iowa 52247 

Pastor:   

Joel Beachy - 319.591.0187 

Office Manager: 

Crystal Wade - 319.541.8894 

East Union Mennonite Church Contact Information 

Phone: 319-656-2590 

Email: eucares@kctc.net 

Website: eastunionmennonite.org 

Elders: 

Wanda Yoder - 319.430-6406 

Will Miller - 319.461.4115 

Karen Harvey - 319.656.3009 

Marv Slabaugh—319.855.9628 

CHOW Kickoff 

September 11, 2019 

  Mennonite Women Meeting - Oct 1 

A Seed in    

the Ground 

Scripture:  Isaiah 50:10 
 

Devotional Leader: Dorothea Moberly 
 

Project: Cash for Jose & Raquel Gutierrez 
 

Lunch: Enchiladas, salad & dessert 

Mid-Week 

Potluck 
October 9 

CHOW 

October 23 
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october  2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 1  

Mennonite 

   Women 

 

Keith Dickel 

Bobbie Hershberger 

Carey & Joani 

  Miller ‘11 

2 
 

 

Jerry & Lou  

  Miller ‘76 

 

3 
 

 

Braden Hartsock 

4 
 

 

LeMar & Kenlyn 

  Miller ‘96 

5 

 

Edward Miller 

 

 

 

Hillcrest Academy 

Pork Supper 

6 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 

 

 

Trent & Tammy 

  Yoder ‘01 

7 

 

Sheldon Yoder 

Clayton & Tina 

  Hershberger ‘78 

8 

 

Behla Schmidt 

Sam Yoder 

Ruby Fernau 

9 
 

Evelyn Charles 
 

 
Mid-Week 

Potluck 

10 

 

 11 
 

Elspeth Charles 

12 

 

James & Tina 

  Erb ‘91 

13 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 
 

 

Julie Yoder 

 

14 

 

 

15 

 

David Charles 

16 

 

Doug & Pam 

  Stoltzfus ‘76 

17 

 

Sally Miller 

18 

 

Lauralee Kauffman 

 

 

 

19 

 

Linda Miller 

Greg & Lisa 

  Schmidt ‘96 

20 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 

 

 

 

Mark Atkinson 

21 

 

 

 

Brad Hershberger 

22 

 

 

 

 

23 
 

 

Kara Groenewold 

 

 

 

CHOW 

24 

 

 

Don & Verna  

  Zook ‘70 

Joe & Carmen 

  Fernau ‘09 

25 

 

 

Emma Brenneman 

 

26 

 

 

Audrey Miller 

27 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 

 

Dorothea Moberly 

 

28 

 

 

29 
 

Denny Yoder 

Tom Miller & 

  Rebecca Beachy 

  Miller ‘05 

30 
 

 

Jenna Boller 

Laura Miller 

31 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 


