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But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, 26 for in Christ Jesus
you are all children of God through faith. 27 As many of you as were baptized into Christ have
clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free,
there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you belong to
Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise.
Galatians 3:25-29 (NRSV)
Over the last several weeks a number of us from East Union have participated in a webinar series on
Racism. It was hosted by Central Plains Mennonite Conference and presented by Drick Boyd, Professor
Emeritus at Eastern University in the Department of Social Transformation.
Race is a hard topic to talk about. It stirs up all sorts of feelings within us from guilt and shame to
obstinance and indignation. The times that we feel moderately comfortable to talk about race are when
we have seen a particularly heartwarming story about a cross-race relationship where someone has
succeeded in overcoming all odds to accomplish an insurmountable task. Unfortunately, even then these
stories are only palatable for many of us if there is a white hero or heroine assisting the person of color to
achieve this dream.
We are a predominantly white congregation. This is not a statement of affirmation. It is simply an observation about the reality of our context. As Christians, part of my hope is that we can recognize the distinct
beauty and gift that minority groups and people of all races are to the body of Christ. Sometimes when we
read the Galatians passage above, we want to assume colorblindness. We hope that this means we no
longer must worry about race, because race should be inconsequential. However, this denies the reality of
discrimination and oppression that so many people of color face on a daily basis.
Oftentimes when we talk about racism, we confine it to the words that we use, but Drick Boyd offers a
much more extensive look at racism. He suggests that racism includes Intrapersonal, Interpersonal, Institutional, and Systemic forms. Here are some brief definitions of what he means:
Intrapersonal – subconscious thoughts/feelings; bias that dictates behavior
Interpersonal – overt, talking negatively about others when no one from their race is present, microaggressions
Institutional – structural, policy and practices of organizations, rooted in historical decisions long forgotten (e.g. court decisions, educational funding, cases of discrimination)
Systemic – network of institutions with racist policies (e.g. New Jim Crow, Housing Segregation, Redlining, mortgage practices, decisions about infrastructure
We are concluding our webinar series with a discussion on Tuesday, March 10 at 7:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall of East Union. We will not solve or resolve anything. We will not write any new policies or write
any new statements, but what we do hope to do is to confess the places where we have fallen short. We
will also celebrate where we have had successes, and we will encourage each of us to seek out relationships that will empower us to continue living into the reality and hope that Paul’s letter to the Galatians
promises. There can be no dissolution of racism without equality, equity, and justice for all. May it be so.
Peace & Blessings, pastor Joel Beachy

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage

60 years ago: 1960

40 years ago: 1980

March 6 - John Kauffman will be leaving
us Monday, March 14, for orientation
prior to his entrance into PAX service.
He will be serving in Paraguay.

March 2 - A memorial fund of
$750.00 was donated to the Helping
Hands Sunday School Class by the
Late Jacob Mishler. This fund, plus a
donation by the Helping Hands
Sunday School Class was used to
purchase the new cushions for twelve
benches in the sanctuary. The total
expenditure was $1257.30.

March 27 - A group of 15 people from
this area met at the Kalona Church
Friday evening to discuss the future of
the Lazy Susan type of Literature rack.
Report and discussion resulted in the
affecting and organization to produce
and promote the rack for wider use in
the future. The following men were
selected to carry on the work: L. David
Yoder, Paul Brenneman, Silas Hurst,
Lester D. Yoder, and J. W. Gingerich

50 years ago: 1970
March 8 - A. Lloyd and Mary
Swartzendruber have been detained in
coming to our community because of a
car accident. The car was damaged
extensively but they received only
minor bruises. Their plans now are to
be here March 22.
March 29- The friends and relatives of
the Frank J. Kiles (Myrtle Fern Erb) are
cordially invited to attend the Golden
Anniversary Open House to be held on
Sunday, April 5th in the Community
Room at the Farmer’s Savings Bank in
Kalona. They were married on March 7,
1920 in Kalona by the Reverence Joe
Gingerich.

March 30 - Maribeth Yoder will be
baptized and received into church
membership this morning.

30 years ago: 1990
March 18 - Michael (Loss) spent
Monday and Tuesday of last week
visiting Karla Logan and LaDonna
Kauffman in Kansas.

20 years ago: 2000
March 5 - Next Sunday morning
service baptism for Jace Bailey,
Shantell Detweiler, Jonathon Miller,
Carmen Schrock, and Adam Yoder

10 years ago: 2010
March 14 - We extend love and
congratulations to Jen & Kerry SanerHarvey on the birth of their daughter,
Idonea Flora, born Tuesday, March 9.
Idonea weighed 8 lbs, 3 oz and was 21
inches long. Congratulations to grandparents Bruce & Karen Harvey and
Great-grandmother Jeanette Yoder.
2

East Union
RideShare Ministry

Please continue to use East Union’s Ride
Share Program. The Ride Share program is
available to anyone wanting a ride to any
and all East Union events.

LeAnne Zook was influenced to serve
with SALT, MCC's Serving and Learning
Together program in 1995, in part because
of the influence of her parents, Donald and
Vera Zook, who served in Haiti in the
1970s. Donald Zook of Iowa City writes on
MCC's
"Share
Your
Story"
web
page: "Living outside of North America
exposed us to a culture different from our
own; hopefully we are more compassionate, more aware of the world outside of the
rural community where we live and traditional Mennonite church we attend .... It is
rewarding to see our children ... develop
similar interest and values."

We hope you will call listed drivers and
make use of this offer to keep our church
family connected.
If you would like a list of available drivers,
please contact Janet Geyer at 319-3210995 or Karen Harvey at 319-930-9902.

Save the Date:
August 3 - August 7
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Mennonite Women Meeting - March 3
A Seat at
the Table

Scripture: 1 John 1:3
Devotional Leader: Heather Bender
(Crooked Creek Executive Director)
Project: Crooked Creek Scholarships
Lunch: Soup & Sandwiches

World Day of Prayer
Friday, March 6

CHOW - Wednesday, March 11

Join us in this ecumenical prayer service
written by the women of Zimbabwe,
who share their history as well as their
political, social and economic struggles.

Midweek Potluck - Wed, March 25
Bring your own table service as well as a dish or
two to share.

All are invited to this service, sponsored
by local area churches at Pleasantview
Home Chapel at 3 pm. Friday, March 6.

Questions on either event?
Please contact Catrina Miiller or Jane Miller

East Union Mennonite Church Contact Information
5615 Gable Ave. SW
PO Box 760
Kalona, Iowa 52247

Phone: 319-656-2590
Email: eucares@kctc.net
Website: eastunionmennonite.org

Pastor:
Joel Beachy - 319.591.0187
Office Manager:
Crystal Wade - 319.541.8894
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Elders:
Wanda Yoder - 319.430-6406
Will Miller - 319.461.4115
Karen Harvey - 319.656.3009
Marv Slabaugh—319.855.9628
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March 2020

Sun
1
Marlan & Ortrun
Logan ‘69

Mon
2
Elise Hartsock

Tue
3

Wed
4

Thu
5

Fri
6

Mennonite
Women

Sat
7
Jacob Boller

Jen & Kerry
Saner-Harvey ‘07

8 Morning
Worship 9:30am

9

10
Anna Yoder

Idonea SanerHarvey

11

Worship 9:30am
Christine Maust
Beachy

16
Samuel Yoder
Elijah Yoder

17
Judy Showalter
Dave & Lisa
Yoder ‘84

13

14

19

20

21

Bruce Harvey
Shirley Yoder
Danny Hershberger
Carrie Miller

Racism Webinar
Discussion 7 pm

15 Morning

12

CHOW
18

Rich Droll

Ortrun Logan
Grace Miller
Ralph Fisher
Jennifer SanerHarvey

Church Council
meeting 7 pm

22 Morning
Worship 9:30am

23

24
Carmen Fernau

29 Morning
Worship 9:30am

30

25
Mid-Week
Potluck

31

Jonathan Miller
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26

27

28

Clayton
Hershberger

Jerre Erb

Emily Miller
Carol Boller

