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From the Pastor’s Desk
On Wednesday of this coming week, we will be entering into a new year. The societal tradition of creating
New Year’s Resolutions continues to provoke the American psyche to imagine bigger and better things in
the year to come. Long “to-do” lists and healthy exercise and eating plans are readily available to help the
indifferent to envision new goals that can be attained with rigorous fortitude. However, if we stop to consider this practice, even when we include Spiritual Practices like prayer, meditation, journaling, reading
scripture, serving, etc. into our new plans, we do so often without any consideration to what God imagines
for our future. Instead, we picture in our mind’s eye an improved version of ourselves in just a few short
months. A vision that is better than what we perceive, today. Fewer pounds. A more generous spirit. Newfound energy, wisdom, and economic stability. We dream of ourselves being at the peak of who we are
meant to be. The problem lies in that we do not always perceive what our actual shortcomings are, and we
tend to gloss over the underlying issues in our life that cause the symptoms of our flaws.
I do not always create a New Year’s Resolution for myself, but I think it can be helpful to “take stock” of
where we are in our lives. What are the areas of our lives that bring us the greatest joy; the greatest sense
of accomplishment or wholeness? What are the areas of our lives that bring us despair, hopelessness, or
apathy? Are there ways that we can encourage the former and minimize the latter? To me, creating a New
Year’s Resolution is about taking a critical approach to reflecting on what we are doing, how we are thinking, and who we are being in the world. Obviously, we can do this at any time throughout the year, but the
turn of a new year has somehow given society permission to get reflective about what we hope for the
future. I think it is an opportunity for which we should take advantage.
As a Christian, Anabaptist, Mennonite, believer, I find it essential to include God in this equation. If we
hope for real change in our lives, it is imperative that we pay attention to what it is that God is doing in the
world. We need to think intentionally about what it is that God is doing in our lives, too. This is the foundation for any valuations we set on our current placement in the world. Whether rich or poor, happy or
bitter, able-bodied or disabled, likable or disagreeable, God is willing to help us consider the ways we are
faithfully following after Christ or anxiously chasing after the world and its glittering distractions.
Scripture, to me, helps cut through the malaise and distractions of daily life. It reminds us of what is most
important. Below are two scripture passages that I think may help center us as we consider what changes
we are called to employ in the upcoming new year:
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. 11 Do not cast me
away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me. Psalm 51:10-11 (NRSV)
12

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it
my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13 Beloved, I do not consider that I have
made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what
lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let those of us then who are mature be of the same mind; and if you think differently about
anything, this too God will reveal to you. 16 Only let us hold fast to what we have attained.
Philippians 3:12-15 (NRSV)
Continued on page 2

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage

60 years ago: 1960

30 years ago: 1990

January 10 - Don and Marilyn
Brenneman are the parents of a new
boy born January 5, 1960. His name is
Jonathan Durr.

January 21 - Pleasantview Home has
started a newsletter. There is a
sample on the Bulletin Board and a
sign-up sheet if you would like to
receive the newsletter

January 31 - Charles Wade was born
to Melvan and Veva Hershberger on
December 31.

January 21 - A 35mm, 24 exposure
roll of film was found in the kitchen. It
can be claimed in the office.

50 years ago: 1970
January 4 - Mr. and Mrs. Paul L. Miller
are the parents of twin sons, Timothy
Paul and Thomas Lawrence, born
December 31.
January 4 - We extend our congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Marlin Miller and
wish them the Lord’s blessings as they
establish their new home.
January 18 - Expression was giving by
vote that $66,300 would be a desirable
goal for our giving as a congregation this
year.

40 years ago: 1980
January 6 - MYF will meet Wednesday
evening at 7:30 p.m. at the church for an
evening of fun playing table games. Bring
your favorite table games and enjoy the
evening together.
January 20 - We extend our congratulations to Beatrice and Ed Knepp on the
birth of their twin daughters, Jina Renae
and Jody Raylene, born January 18.

20 years ago: 2000
January 30 - There will be a MDS
50th anniversary celebration in
Hesston, KS June 2-4, 2000. Plans are
being made to take a chartered bus
from this area, if there is enough interest. The National MDS has prepared a book commemorating the
fifty-year history of its activities from
its beginning to the present.

10 years ago: 2010
January 24 - Congratulations to
Nathan & Amy Graber on the birth of
a daughter, Etta Naomi, born January
15. Etta weighed 8 lbs, 2 oz. and was
20 inches long. Grandparents are
James & Ruth Boller and Greatgrandparents are Martin & Leona
Boller
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Our ultimate hope is that God
continually cleanses us and
restores us to God’s purpose and
design, and that we may have the
resilience to lean towards the
goal for what Christ has already
established through his death
and resurrection. Our abilities to
earn more money, to lose more
weight, to become more disciplined in our routines, are inconsequential compared to the work
that God wants to do in us and
through us. My hope for you is
that you will choose to make
some New Year’s Resolutions this
year, and that they may reflect
how you are responding to what
God is doing in your life. May we
also humbly consider how God is
calling us to new and greater
things at East Union in the
coming year, and may we faithfully respond to God’s discerning
Spirit of grace and truth. May it
be so.

Peace and blessings,
pastor Joel Beachy

East Union 2019 Christmas Program
For unto us a
child is born,
unto us a Son

Sunday,
December 22

is given.

East Union 2019 Christmas Eve Service

The true light that
gives light to everyone was coming into
the world. John 1:9
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Mennonite Women Meeting - Jan 7
Scripture: Psalm 51:10

A Spirit
Within

Devotional Leader: Karen Harvey
Project: Infant Care Kits
Lunch: Soup, salad & dessert

Prayer
Walk
CHOW - Wednesday, January 8
Sunday,
January 12

Midweek Potluck
Wednesday, January 22
Resuming in January at 6 pm on the 4th Wednesday of the month, until April. The purpose of this
is for fellowship and an opportunity to get to know
others better. We are asking people to bring their
own table service as well as a dish or two to
share. If you did not join us in the fall, please
consider coming this winter/spring! Questions?
Please contact Catrina Miiller or Jane Miller

East Union Mennonite Church Contact Information
5615 Gable Ave. SW
PO Box 760
Kalona, Iowa 52247

Phone: 319-656-2590
Email: eucares@kctc.net
Website: eastunionmennonite.org

Pastor:
Joel Beachy - 319.591.0187
Office Manager:
Crystal Wade - 319.541.8894
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Elders:
Wanda Yoder - 319.430-6406
Will Miller - 319.461.4115
Karen Harvey - 319.656.3009
Marv Slabaugh—319.855.9628
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JANUARY 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

Thu
2

3

Clayton White

Simon Detweiler
Emily Yoder
Linda Tones
Victor & Megan
Gingerich ‘09

Joel & Catrina
Miiller ‘11

5 Morning
Worship 9:30am

6

7

8

9

Jacob Geyer
Sarena Gerber

12 Morning
Worship 9:30am

Prayer
Walk
19 Morning
Worship 9:30am

Mennonite
Women

CHOW

Angela Beary
Dale Miller

4
Iva Showalter
Nick Santoro

11

Lori Hochstetler
Jerre & Tammi
Erb ‘81

Blake
Hemachandra

17

18

14

15

16

Etta Graber

Elizabeth Rhodes

Tim Yoder

Joe Fernau
Warren & Emily
Yoder ‘17

20

21

22

23

24

25

Dennis Miller
Matt Rhodes

Lois Gugel

Nita Miller

29

30

31

Michael Santoro
Tucker Rhodes

Gladys Schlabaugh
Stacey Milani

Letha Yoder
Pam Stoltzfus
Tim Litwiller

Worship 9:30am

10

Sat

13

Laurie Droll

26 Morning

Fri

27
Barb Schlabach

28
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Dale Troyer

