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From the Pastor’s Desk
Early this morning, I went out to shovel off our drive. The quiet snow was gently coming down and appeared to
be blanketing the ground in all directions. Snow and ice are not much fun to drive in, but they sure are incredibly beautiful when they first come down.
As I was shoveling, I was reminded of the song, Water Fall on Me by Jonathan Reuel. Although it was snow and
not rain, I was struck by the same sense that God holds all thing and sends the rain, or snow, on all peoples.
The power that resides in the elements of nature, the wind, the rain, the snow, and the sunshine is also available to heal and to set us free.
The song also came to mind, in part, because of the time I have spent with the MYF. The last several Sundays
I have had the opportunity to teach their Sunday school class. What a tremendous group of youth we have at
East Union! Most of our time has been spent planning and preparing for the service on Sunday, February 9
when they will lead the congregation in all aspects of worship that day. During our conversations this song also
came up as one that they would like to sing. It has been kind of a “fan favorite” at youth conventions and
chapels over the last several years. Of course, I could easily have misunderstood, and maybe they were being
sarcastic. Regardless, the song and the youth made me excited for what God is doing in and through the youth
at East Union, Hillcrest Academy, Mid-Prairie Schools, and the surrounding community.

The song speaks to the need for us to worship and give glory to God. The composer also makes it clear that it is
because God’s kingdom is now. That kingdom speaks to setting captives free, giving sight to the blind, breaking
any lies found in us, and giving us the strength to declaring the message of Jesus. The youth need to hear this
message of hope, and we all need to receive this message of hope and proclaim it aloud.
Water Fall on Me
Oh, my savior I give you glory; My redeemer, my God and king; There is no one, oh so holy; Like the one
who sets me free.
I can't think of anywhere, anywhere; I would want to be more than with you; I can't think of anything,
anything; I would rather do than give you glory; Come my savior on the clouds; Holy Spirit, speed the
hour; I will shout out loud the message; Freedom is coming and the kingdom is now.
Let the rain come down all around; Let the thunder sound, shake the ground; Let the waterfall
pound, breaking down; All the lies you found under me; Let the sightless see, let them see; Set the
bound ones free, set 'em free; Water fall on me, waterfall; I've sought your heart, hear me call.
Oh, my savior I give you glory; My redeemer, my God and king; There is no one, oh so holy; Like the one
who sets me free.
I am here to speak a message; Tell the truth that will set you free; I proclaim freedom to the captive;
Freedom to you in Jesus' name; You can bow before the master; Find your shelter under his blood;
You can come and be forgiven; Carried along in the crimson flood.
May God so shake us from our complacency with rain and thunder. May we be struck to see with new eyes
and proclaim with one mind and one voice that the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ is worthy to be
glorified. May it be so.
Peace and blessings, pastor Joel Beachy

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage

60 years ago: 1960
February 14 - Rollin Brenneman has
completed his service in the east and
has now been transferred to the west
coast where his work will be in forestry.
February 14 - The Dorcas Missionary
Society will meet at the Henry Beachy
home Tuesday evening. Please bring a
batch of cookies either baked or to be
baked and decorated. These will go to
the School for Handicapped at Iowa
City.

30 years ago: 1990
February 25 - Three memorial gifts
have recently been given to East Union. An extra row of lights has been
added to the Fellowship Hall by Alta
Marner in memory of Walter; Edna
Logan had the communion table and
pulpit refinished in memory of Bill;
Arvilla Fisher gave $1,000 in memory
of her mother, Mary Miller, to be
used for office equipment - computer.

20 years ago: 2000
50 years ago: 1970
February 1 - Did you know that as of
November 1 there were 318 persons
serving in Voluntary Service? They serve
in over 55 different locations in Canada,
United States and Puerto Rico. The Voluntary Service Program is administered
by the Relief and Service Division of the
General Mission Board.
February 15- Mr. and Mrs. Ervin Miller
are the parents of a son, Bryon Gale,
born February 11.

40 years ago: 1980
February 10 - J. John J. is assisting in
the ordination service of Howard Keim
today at the Kalona Mennonite Church.
February 17 - The IMS Orchestra will
present an afternoon of chamber music
today at 3:00 p.m.

February 13 - Join a group of fellow
Christians for worship and study
around the Psalms as Professor Perry
Yoder leads. A participant in an earlier course said, “great to be part of a
group focused and fully engaged in the
presentation and discussion.” Brochures with a registration form are
available under the mailboxes.

10 years ago: 2010
February 14 - Best wishes and congratulations to Rebecca Rhodes on
the birth of a son, Tucker Dale
Rhodes, born January 29, 2010. Tucker was 7 lbs., 7 oz and was 19 1/2
inches long. Congratulations to grandparents Chris & Sandi Rhodes; greatgrandparents Dale & Charlene
Rhodes; and great-great grandparents,
Eldon & Dorothy Rhodes.
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February is Food Pantry month
at East Union
Again this year, we will be collecting food and other items to help support the Kalona Food Pantry. The
Ecclesia Sunday School class will be organizing the food drive to help stock the food pantry at the United
Christian Baptist Church location. Remember to bring your donations starting next Sunday, February 2nd
through Sunday, February 23rd!
What to Bring: canned fruit/vegetables, canned soup, canned protein (meat, peanut butter,
beans), cereals, pasta, rice, boxed meals, dish soup, bar soup, personal hygiene items (tissue,
toothbrush/paste, deodorant), calendars, cake mix, cookies, Jell-O, pudding, and donations for
fresh produce & meat
What NOT to Bring: expired or within 6 months, opened or dented, re-packaged, medication
(aspirin, vitamins), home made items, baby good, diapers, mega size containers, toilet paper,
bread, laundry soup

The Circle of Grace curriculum will again
be taught to children, preschool through
youth, during Sunday School hour in the
month of February. The Circle of Grace
teaches children and youth how to identify
and maintain appropriate boundaries; recognize when boundary violations are about to
occur; and demonstrates how to take action
when boundaries are threatened or violated. For questions regarding circle of Grace,
please contact the Nurture Committee,
Christine Maust Beachy or Sarah Yoder.

Save the Date:
August 3 - August 7
Programming for
4 year olds - 6th grade
Coordinators: Lisa Yoder
and Erika Rodriguez
3

Mennonite Women Meeting - Feb 4
A Voice
from Inside

Scripture: Philippians 4:13
Devotional Leader: Lauralee Kauffman
Project: Kalona Food Pantry
Lunch: Sack Lunch

COMING IN FEBRUARY

Midweek Potluck

East Union will be offering a webinar on
racism hosted by Drick Boyd, Professor of
Social
Transformation
at
Eastern
University in Pennsylvania. The three-part
series will be held at 7:30 pm on successive Tuesdays: February 11, 18, and 25.
Each session will consist of a 45-minute
presentation and some time for discussion
and questions. His working title is
“Musings of a Recovering Racist.”

Wednesday, February 12
The purpose of our mid-week potluck is for fellowship and an opportunity to get to know others
better. We are asking people to bring their own
table service as well as a dish or two to share.
Questions? Please contact Catrina Miiller or Jane
Miller

Topics are as follows:
Session 1: What do we mean by
“racism”? An exploration of other common
terms
Session 2: White fragility: why it is difficult
for white people to talk about race
Session 3: Disrupting whiteness: talking
with white folks about race

CHOW - Wednesday, February 26

We will be meeting in the Fellowship Hall
and Pastor Joel will be leading each
session.

East Union Mennonite Church Contact Information
5615 Gable Ave. SW
PO Box 760
Kalona, Iowa 52247

Phone: 319-656-2590
Email: eucares@kctc.net
Website: eastunionmennonite.org

Pastor:
Joel Beachy - 319.591.0187
Office Manager:
Crystal Wade - 319.541.8894
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Elders:
Wanda Yoder - 319.430-6406
Will Miller - 319.461.4115
Karen Harvey - 319.656.3009
Marv Slabaugh—319.855.9628
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february 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
Marianna Miller
Joe Martinez

2 Morning
Worship 9:30am

3

Herb Miller

9 Morning
Worship 9:30am

10

4

5
Mennonite
Women

11
Byron Miller

Tim & Denise
Litwiller ‘02

Racism Webinar
Fellowship Hall
7:30 PM

16 Morning
Worship 9:30am

17

Racism Webinar
Fellowship Hall
7:30 PM

Jeremy Yoder

23 Morning
Worship 9:30am

Loretta Kauffman
Ed & Anna
Yoder ‘56

18

24

25
Racism Webinar
Fellowship Hall
7:30 PM

6

Madalyn Carolan
Adina Miller
David & Chris
Charles ‘77

12
Kara Yoder
Doyle Geyer
Jonathan
Hershberger
Linda & Chris
Tones ‘05

7

8

Catrina Miiller
LeMar Miller

Ken Hochstedler

13

14

15

Bea Knepp

Linnea Slabaugh

Jeff Boller
James Boller
Jace Rempel

20

21

22

Mid-Week Potluck & Annual
Budget Mtg

19
Vince Rhodes
Aiden Kolck

Tina Erb

Church Council
Meeting 7pm

26

27

Lisette Rodriguez
Yoder
Fiona Graber
Dale & Linda
Miller ‘59

CHOW
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Dave Yoder
Emma George

28

29

