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As we enter this Thanksgiving and Advent season, we are reminded that we all have the opportunity 
each and every day to take on the attitude and posture for gratefulness. Gratitude may seem elusive 
at times, but it is always a choice. Acknowledging the gift of the day, the provision of food, the com-
fort of home, the friends and fellowship we enjoy, and so many other aspects of this life that we too 
often take for granted, is something that we can choose to do.  
 
We learn about gratitude throughout our lives. Adults sometimes model gratitude for our children 
and young people. Sometimes, we simply talk at them saying things like, “You should be grateful 
for   . . . When I was your age, I didn’t have . . . .” Although adults do not always model gratitude 
effectively, kids, youth, and young adults somehow seem to learn that gratitude is something we cul-
tivate within ourselves. It is something that we choose to express to our family, friends, and especially 
to God. In a book, entitled  Spiritual Disciplines Handbook: Practices That Transform Us, Adele Ahlberg 
Calhoun tells about, 
a friend who is bent on teaching her grandchildren about gratitude. When one of them begins to 
complain or cry about some disappointment, she says, ‘Sweetheart, I know you don’t like what is hap-
pening, but you have the choice of making this a happy day or a sad day. What kind of day do you 
want to have? Do you remember all we have to be glad about in this day?’ 

 
We sometimes think that these conversations are only needed for kids, but adults, too, need to be 
reminded that each day we have the choice to be “glad for the day that has been made.” 
 
For Thanksgiving, I was asked to give a devotional at Pleasantview. I found several examples of how 
people choose to be grateful. One story (which I have not been able to identify the authenticity of) is 
about  Thomas Edison, the renowned inventor. In December of 1914, one of his laboratory buildings 
went up in flames. It contained a lot of his research. The story goes that: 
 

At the height of the fire, Edison’s 24-year-old son, Charles, frantically searched for his father 
among the smoke and debris. He finally found him, calmly watching the scene, his face glow-
ing in the reflection, his white hair blowing in the wind. . . . 

 The next morning, Edison looked at the ruins [and is credited with saying], “There is great 
 value in  disaster. All our mistakes are burned up. Thank God we can start anew.” 
 
Whether the quote is completely accurate or attributed correctly, the sentiment has a lot of meaning. 
Even in the midst of terrible tragedy, we have the opportunity to bend ourselves toward gratitude.  
 
Jesus, as always, is our best example of this. On the night he was betrayed, Jesus ate and drank with 
his closest companions anticipating when he would be arrested and killed. Even though they were 
going to fail him, Jesus offered them a final meal that was meant to demonstrate the greatest grace 
imaginable. Barbara Brown Taylor describes this amazing gift this way,   
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30 years ago: 1989 

December 17 - The children of  

Eldon and Dorothy Rhodes invite you 

to share in the celebration of their 

parents’ 50th wedding anniversary. An 

open house will be held on Saturday, 

December 23, from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. 

here at the church. 

December 31 - Bible Quizzing will 

begin January 7 after church. READ 

THE BOOK OF JOHN. We will be 

ordering pizza and eating together. 

Each person needs to contribute 

$2.00 and should bring your own 

drink. 

 

20 years ago: 1999 

December 26 - Thank you to all 

who helped make the December 

Mennonite Women project a success. 

Because of your generosity we were 

able to send 4 complete kitchen kits 

or $320.00! Next time your house is 

filled with the smell of supper cooking 

remember a family in Colombia also 

smells supper from their new kitchen 

kit. 

 

10 years ago: 2009 

December 27 - Coming up in adult 

SS, Rachel Yoder will share infor-

mation & reflections about South  

Africa, where she spent last semester 

in EMU’s cross cultural studies pro-

gram. 

 

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage 

60 years ago: 1959 

December 6 - The Mennonite Histori-

cal Society will meet for a program, 

Monday Dec. 14 at 7:45 at I.M.S. Subject 

for discussion: German School (Dutch 

College) in the Deer Creek area. Please 

bring along anything of interest, such as, 

attendance cards, mementos, etc. Every-

one is invited to attend. 

December 27 - On Tuesday, Ezra 

Yoder and Myrna Kinsinger will show 

slides of Paraguay and Jordan at IMS 

auditorium.  

 

50 years ago:  1969 

December 7 - Mr. and Mrs. Edwin L. 

Yoder are the parents of a daughter, 

Celia Denise, born November 28. 

December 7 - Mr. and Mrs. Alvin J. 

Miller are the parents of a son, Chad 

Michael, born December 1st  

 

 40 years ago: 1979 

December 9 - We extend congratula-

tions to Leon and Suzanne Yoder who 

were married yesterday at Theodore, 

Alabama. 

December 16 - Mr. and Mrs. Dale R. 

Yoder-Short are parents of a daughter, 

Amanda, born December 8. 

December 23 - We extend congratu-

lations to Verna and Don Zook. Kevin 

James was born to them December 16. 

 

Continued from page 1 

When Jesus holds up the cup and 
offers what is in it as the fluid of 
forgiveness, he is not talking to 
people with a short list of minor 
sins. He is talking to people who 
will turn him in, who will scatter to 
the Fourwinds at the first sign of 
trouble, and who will swear they 
never knew him. He is talking to 
people who should have been his 
best friends on earth who turn out 
not to have a loyal bone in their 
bodies, and he is forgiving them 
ahead of time, as surely as if he 
had said, ‘I know who you are. I 
know you will not be innocent of 
the blood of this cup, but I will not 
let that come between us. . . . Let 
my life become your life, through 
the blood of this covenant.’” 

 
Jesus does this for you and me, 
too. As we anticipate Advent this 
year, may we remember that our 
anticipation of the coming Christ is 
our anticipation of our greatest 
source of gratitude. The gratitude 
for a grace that transcends our 
understanding. May we continue 
to have the strength and endur-
ance to choose gratitude each and 
every day this Thanksgiving and 
Advent season. May it be so. 
 
Peace and blessings, 
pastor Joel Beachy 
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5615 Gable Ave. SW 

PO Box 760 

Kalona, Iowa 52247 

Pastor:   

Joel Beachy - 319.591.0187 

Office Manager: 

Crystal Wade - 319.541.8894 

East Union Mennonite Church Contact Information 

Phone: 319-656-2590 

Email: eucares@kctc.net 

Website: eastunionmennonite.org 

Elders: 

Wanda Yoder - 319.430-6406 

Will Miller - 319.461.4115 

Karen Harvey - 319.656.3009 

Marv Slabaugh—319.855.9628 

There sill not be CHOW 
or Mid-Week Potluck in 

December 

  Mennonite Women Meeting - Dec 3 

A Brick Upon 

the Ash 

Scripture:  Jeremiah 31:3 
 

Devotional Leader: Joel Beachy 
 

Project: Hygiene Kits 
 

Potluck & Guest Day 

Tuesday, December 24  

10:30 PM 

Sunday, December 22 
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IOWA CITY, October 23, 2019 — Courage Ride, a bicycle ride that 
raises funds for sarcoma cancer research, presented a check for 
$100,000 to the U of I’s  Sarcoma Research Program during an    
October 23rd ceremony at the Holden Comprehensive Cancer Cen-
ter. Dr. Ben Miller and Dr. Munir Tanas accepted the check on behalf 
of the center’s Sarcoma Cancer Research Program. 

Over the past 15 years, Courage Ride has raised over $610,000 for 
sarcoma cancer research – having a major impact on cancer patients 
and families who benefit from the research.  
  
All proceeds from the Courage Ride go to the Holden Comprehen-
sive Cancer Center Sarcoma Research Program. Courage Ride do-
nations make up 85% of all sarcoma seed grant funding at the Uni-
versity. Since 2005, those dollars have seeded numerous sarcoma 
research grants, several that have developed into larger, more extensive sarcoma research studies, and support 
one of the largest sarcoma tissue banks in the Midwest.  
  
The 15th annual Courage Ride once again bested last year’s event by attracting a record 537 cyclists from 10 
states. Courage Ride was founded by Jackie and Tom Bailey of Riverside, Iowa in 2005 to honor the courage of 
their son Seth, who passed away at age 25 after battling sarcoma for eight years.  

The significance of Courage Ride is underscored by the fact that funding for cancer research has been shrinking 
over the past 10 years, according to the American Association for Cancer Research (AACR). And yet cancer re-
mains one of the nation’s costliest diseases. Sarcoma receives 1 to 2 percent of all cancer research funding.  

The 2020 Courage Ride will be held, Saturday, August 15. 

15thAnnual Courage Ride Raises $100,000 for Sarcoma Research 
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December  2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 

 
 

Chad Miller 

2 
 

 

 

 

 3 
 

Elvesta Hochstedler 

 

Mennonite 

Women 

4 
 

Isaac Beachy 

 

5 
 

Melanie Schweitzer 

Rebecca Rhodes 

6 
 

 

7 

 

 

 

 

8 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 

 

 
Carroll Copeland 

9 

 

10 

 

 

11 
 

Kathy Schlabach 

Ben Miller 
 

 
 

12 

 

Jack Miller 

Ed Yoder 

Eli Miller 

Conner Moberly 

 

 13 
 

 

14 

 

John Beachy 

15 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 
 

 

Collin Miller 

 

16 

 

Tom Meyers 

17 

 

James Yoder 

Megan Gingerich 

18 

Dale & Charlene 

  Rhodes ‘65 

Gaylord & Shirley 

  Yoder ‘71 

 

 

19 

 

Randy Rempel 

20 

 

Cleo Knepp 

 

 

 

21 

 

Ethan Yoder 

22 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 

 

 

 

23 

 

 

 

24 

 

 

 

25 
 

 

 

 

 

26 

 
Will Miller 

27 

 

 

Claire Miller 

Tamera Erb 

28 

 

 

29 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 

 

Tammy Yoder 

Gretta Rempel 

James & Ruth 

  Boller ‘67 

 

30 

 

Tom Miller 

Tim & Kate  

  Yoder ‘04 

31 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 


