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From the Pastor’s Desk  
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Standing on the balcony at Grand Timber Lodge and looking at the mountains of Colorado gives one a sense of   
serenity and purpose. All of creation seems to proclaim God, our Creator. It reminds me of Psalm 95:4-5 (NRSV) 
 

4In his hand are the depths of the earth; 
    the heights of the mountains are his also. 
5 The sea is his, for he made it, 
    and the dry land, which his hands have formed. 

 
Our family has thoroughly enjoyed our time in Colorado this summer. It has been an amazing opportunity to grow 
closer together as a family, but more importantly to experience God’s creation in a new and different way. Just as 
we see God’s hand in the ever-maturing corn and soybeans in the Iowan fields, God’s majesty is truly borne out in 
the tall, still snow-covered peaks of the Rocky Mountains. This has been an important reminder for me, to see God 
in creation. 
 
Richard Rohr, a Franciscan priest from New Mexico, recently wrote about the story of Paul in the New Testament as 
an “archetypal spiritual pattern.” Rohr sees Paul’s experience as a movement that can be true for all people, 
“wherein people move from what they thought they always knew to what they now fully recognize.” We, who 
choose to follow God, are always working to know who God is and what God is doing in the world. It is equally    
important that we can see God in the world, to see and experience God in the people around us and in all of crea-
tion. Too often, I do not slow my pace down to do this. Instead, I frantically race on to the next task at hand, good 
work that must get done quickly, and by me. I miss the fact that God is bigger than my most urgent efforts, and I fail 
to sit still long enough to experience God in all of God’s fullness. 
 
The same is true for how we treat people. Too often, I do not see how God has lovingly and wonderfully created the 
person who is standing right in front of me. Instead, I think about how they are not responding the way that I wish 
they would. Drive faster! Move over! That was so rude! Can you believe the way that they talk to their parents? My 
preconceived notions of who the person is in front of me stops me from being able to fully recognize both their  
humanity and their value as part of God’s creation. When we do finally recognize the value in others, we realize our 
inherent value as God’s beloved sons and daughters. We seemingly know Jesus’ mandate to “love our neighbors as 
ourselves,” but more and more I wonder if this is a two-way action. If we love our neighbors, we can finally love 
ourselves as God has first loved us.  
 
I know that leaving the mountains and returning to the ADL’s (Activities of Daily Living) of life has the potential to 
speed up my pace and cause me to forget what I am relearning, but I have hope that despite my own limitations 
God will continue to be revealed in every person and every part of creation. May we fully recognize God’s amazing 
and ongoing presence in creation, in our lives, and in our community of East Union. May it be so. 
 
Peace and blessings, 
Joel Beachy 
 
__________________________________ 
1. Richard Rohr, The Universal Christ: How a Forgotten Reality Can Change Everything We See, Hope for, and Believe (New York: Con-

vergent, 2019), 40. 

2. Richard Rohr, Universal Christ, 40. 
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30 years ago: 1989 

August 6 - Congratulations to Doyle 

Geyer who graduated Friday from the 

University of Iowa with a Masters of 

Counseling in Education degree. 

August 13 - We extend congratula-

tions and best wishes to Jill Erb and 

Todd Bontrager who were married 

here yesterday.  

 

20 years ago: 1999 

August 15 - Join us to celebrate 

Lowell and Pat Stacy’s 40th anniver-

sary on August 29th from 4-7 pm at 

Crooked Creek for a hog roast. 

Hosted by Pat and Lowell’s kids and 

grandkids. 

 

10 years ago: 2009 

August 2 - Congratulations and best 

wishes to Tom Miller & Rebecca 

Beachy Miller on the birth of daughter 

Ava Elizabeth who was born on 

Thursday, July 23. She weighed 10 lb., 

10 oz. and was 21 1/4 inches long. 

August 2 - Congratulations and best 

wishes to Devin Yoder and Elizabeth 

Immel who were married yesterday in 

Green Bay, Wisconsin.   

August 16 - East Union has published 

a 213 page book entitled, “East Union 

Members Serving in Times of War 

and in Times of Peace from the Years 

1917-1996.” This book was compiled 

by the Church Historian, L. David 

Yoder of Kalona, IA. This book tells 

the members’ stories as they were 

serving in times of World War 1, 11, 

CPS, PAX, IW, Voluntary Service and 

overseas missions. This book can be 

purchased for $25 from the church 

office.  

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage 

60 years ago: 1959 

August 2 - There were 115 quarts of 

string beans, 275 quarts of applesauce 

and 9 quarts of kraut processed at the 

canning on Wednesday. Our sincere 

thanks to you. The Committee 

August 9 - Born to Bro. and Sister 

Cletus Miller August 3, Sharon LaVonna.  

 

50 years ago:  1969 

August 3 - The MYF group and their 

sponsors are on their annual retreat at 

Wapsi-Y this weekend. Mr. and Mrs. 

John Miller are spending the day with 

them.  

 

 40 years ago: 1979 

August 5 - Congratulations to Ed and 

Jane Miller on the birth of a daughter, 

Allison Suzanne, on Tuesday.  

August 5 - Persons from our congrega-

tion planning to attend Waterloo ‘79 

(Waterloo, Ontario) which begins this 

coming Saturday, include: Janet Erb, 

Cheryl Fisher, Jim Hochstetler, Char-

lotte Knepp, Angie Miller, Bob Moberly, 

Dorothea Moberly, Doug Moberly, Lisa 

Moberly, Gary Mullet, Lonnie Yoder, 

Melanie Yoder. 

August 26 - We extend congratula-

tions to Kenneth and Wanda Yoder on 

the birth of their son, Devon Kyle. He 

was born August 20 at Mercy Hospital.  

 
Matthew 13:44 

 

A treasure was found in a field 

By a searching inquisitive man. 

The treasure had great value 

And he put together a plan. 

 
Selling all,  

he then made purchase, 

Now his treasure,  

to hold and share. 

The treasure affected  

him deeply. 

It’s value beyond compare. 

 

Men often discover the gospel, 

By chance,  

as their lives progress. 

They learn of the  

Lord’s atonement, 
His desire to lift and bless. 

 

They accept the truth that sin, 

Through Christ,  

can be taken away. 

That weakness and  

flaw and error, 

Will depart if they, but, obey. 

 

Rewards are huge for searchers, 

Who believe when  

treasure is found. 

Greatest of all the gifts of God, 

His kingdom,  
complete and profound.  

 

 

          ~ Noel T. Greenwood 
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   Announcing the 2019 version of  our summer tradition: 

CAMP EAST UNION - August 24 & 25 

This could be a great opportunity to invite your neighbors 
to join in on the fun! 

 

Camp EU will be held at the church this year with a plan 

you’ll find familiar: 

  

 Saturday, August 24 

5:00 - Set up tents and campers if you plan to spend the night. 

5:30 - Pizza and drinks provided in our picnic shelter  

6:30 - Outside games and fun for all 

7:30 - ICE CREAM! 

8:00 - Movie and popcorn under the starts (watch for more infor-

mation coming soon!) 

 

 Sunday, August 25 

Campers - Breakfast on your own  

10:00 - Outdoor worship with Michael Loss. Bring your own chair! 

11:30 - Pulled pork sandwich lunch in the fellowship hall. Please 

bring side dishes and/or dessert to share, as well as your table ser-

vice. 

 

 

Freewill offering will be taken to cover meal costs. 

Begin to plan now so you’re ready to sign up in the next weeks. 

Can’t wait to spend this time with our church family! 

 

The Worship Committee: Janet, Joani, Warren, Wanda & Joel 

Camp  

East Union 

2018 
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5615 Gable Ave. SW 

PO Box 760 

Kalona, Iowa 52247 

Pastor:   

Joel Beachy - 319.591.0187 

Office Manager: 

Crystal Wade - 319.541.8894 

East Union Mennonite Church Contact Information 

An exciting highlight of Summer 2nd Hour is Vacation Bible 
School, Aug 5 - 9. Each morning, children and volunteers 
will gather at East Union to learn to love like Jesus. 
 
We give thanks that all volunteer roles are filled! 
 
Pray for all the children, teachers, and volunteers who are 
involved in the fun week together. 
 
Everyone is welcome to Bible school worship any morning 
at 9:10am.  
 
Offerings from VBS will help to purchase RUTF packets 
(Ready to Use Therapeutic Food) which is used to treat  
severe acute malnutrition. It is a product that our neighbors 
at Iglesia Zoar can share with children in need. 
 
Join worship on Sunday, Aug 11 to hear the stories and  
lessons of Bible school. Plan to join the potluck to follow. 

Phone: 319-656-2590 

Email: eucares@kctc.net 

Website: eastunionmennonite.org 

Elders: 

Larry Detweiler - 319.400.4235 

Wanda Yoder - 319.430-6406 

Will Miller - 319.461.4115 

Karen Harvey - 319.656.3009 

August  

17 

Camp EU  

August 25 & 26 

See Page  3 for details. 

Senior Citizen’s Dinner  

Wednesday 

August 14 

11:45 am 

Kalona Mennonite 

Church 

All Senior Citizens Welcome! 
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 The East Union Mennonite Women group is again asking you to help with the annual MCC school kits pro-

ject for the month of August. A table is set up in the foyer to collect the school kit items.  

 Distributed MCC School kits are described as “treasured items” for children who are recovering from a 

disaster or who have been forced to flee their homes. Basic school supplies, such as notebooks, erasers and pencils 

help bring normalcy to children who have experienced trauma. In 2018, MCC shipped 49,482 school kits to Bosnia, 

Iraq, Jordan, Serbia, Syria, Ukraine, Canada, and the United States. Below is the list of items needed to make 1 kit. 

• 4 spiral or perforated notebooks  (8 1/2 x 10 1/2 inches and 70 pages) 

• 8 #2 unsharpened pencils 

• 1 ruler (flat, flexible plastic; indicating both 30 cm & 12 in markings) 

• 1 large pencil eraser 

• 12 colored pencils (in packaging) 

• 2 new black or blue ball point pens 

• 1 small all metal pencil sharpener, one or two holes. All metal sharpeners can be found 
online at Amazon.com or Bazic.com.or in the art supply section of retail stores like Staples. Plastic case 
pencil sharpeners are not accepted because these are poor quality and do not last as long. If you can-
not find all metal sharpeners please pack the kits without them and we will add the sharpeners.  

What Did the East Union Young People Do For Fun Long Ago? 
 

THE CROWD  The “Crowd” was the name of the very first  young  people’s group . The group of perhaps 30 or 40 young people  would go to a 
church member’s home for lunch after church  and then spend the afternoon visiting, playing games and group singing. 

THE LITERARY SOCIETY  Around 1930  they organized into the “Literary Society”. They met every two weeks, also in the homes. They elected 
officers, program committee, entertainment committee and a refreshment committee. 

As I visited with Dorothy Rhodes she could remember the fun they had at Literary. She also remembered Young People’s Institute which in-
cluded the young people from all of the Iowa-Nebraska Conference churches.  She told about going  to literary with Eldon Rhodes. He lived 
just up the road and would stop and pick her up to go to literary. They were married in 1939. 

Recreation included party games which  were played outdoors in the summer. Some of the games were  “Three Deep”,  “Walk-A- Mile,” “ 
BINGO” “Skip to My Lou” and  “Farmer Brown’s Dog”,   Some of these games resembled a form of dancing and these were frowned upon by 
church leaders. They also had many kinds of relays. Inside they played games like “Yes, No and in the Barrel”, “Spin the Bottle”, “Hot Potato” 
and did charades. Other activities included handing out tracts in Iowa City , and Christmas Caroling and having taffy pulls. The programs were 
rather formal, sometimes a debate ,or impromptu speeches. 

In order to find partners with whom you shared refreshments you might draw a name out of a hat, or sometimes the girls took one shoe off 
and threw it in a pile for the boys to choose a shoe and then ate with the girl that owned that shoe. There were many creative ways to get 
partners. 

MYF Mennonite Youth Fellowship (MYF) was organized in 1953.                  

There were  officers which included committees for “Faith and practice” , “Extension” and Fellowship”. Their activities included mid-week 
pray and Bible Study meetings, visiting and singing for older church members. They also had guest speakers , distributed tracts, had fund 
raisers, conducted jail services and helped with Bible School at mission stations.  The adult sponsors played a big part in how actively the 
groups participated. What are some memories that you people that took part in Literary remember? Please write your memories and send 
them to Crystal to share them.  

PRESENT DAY And you present day  MYF’ers--  Please share MYF events that you especially enjoy now , what is the most fun, what is the 
most meaningful?  Let us hear from you!            Submitted by Lois Gugel                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

https://www.amazon.com/Frienda-Sharpeners-Aluminum-Handheld-Sharpener/dp/B07BGQZRY7/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?ie=UTF8&qid=1531757752&sr=8-1-spons&keywords=metal+pencil+sharpener&psc=1
https://www.bazicstore.com/products/1919-24
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    AUGUST  2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

1 
 

George Miller 

2 
 

James Erb 

3 

 

Gabriel Krabill 

4 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 

 

Gearing  up for 

Courage Ride 
 

Paul Miller 

5 

 

Max Yoder 

Doug & Jill 

  Moberly ‘00 

6 

 

Nelson Miller 

Jill Hemachandra 

Jeff & Carol  

  Boller ‘94 

7 
 

 

 

 

8 

 

 9 
 

Jada Dachtler 

10 

 

Jerry Miller 

Steven Rhodes 

Frank & Yvonne 

  Nixon ‘91 

11 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 
 

VBS Program & 

Potluck 

 

 

 

12 

 

 

13 

 

Matthew & Tamar 

  Rhodes ‘05 

 

Church Council 

Meeting 7 pm 

14 

 

Annual Senior  

Citizens Dinner 

11:45 KMC 

 

Marvin Slabaugh 

15 

 

Steve & Kara 

  Groenewold ‘98 

 

Worship Committee 

Meeting 7 pm 

16 

 

 

Madison Higdon 

Libby Miller 

 

 

17 

 

Courage Ride 

 

 

Marlin Brenneman 

Landon Slabaugh 

18 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 

 

MDS Sharing 
 

Wanda Yoder 

Denny & Becky  

  Yoder ‘73 

Tommy & Gabriela 

  Cikos Rhodes ‘15 

19 

 

 

20 

 

 

21 
 

 

22 

 

 

 

23 

 

Lola Faye Erb- 

  Yoder 

Bob Moberly 

 

 

 

 

24 

 

Camp East Union 

25 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 

Camp East Union 

 

Jill Hartsock 

Bob & Dorothea 

  Moberly ‘62 
 

 

26 

 

Loren & Elvesta 

  Hochstedler ‘72 

Sheldon & Letha 

  Yoder ‘72 

 

 

27 
 

 

28 
 

Andy Blauvelt 

29 
 

 

30 
 

Wilma Copeland 

Jacob Moberly 

31 
 

Larry Detweiler 

V A C A T I O N  B I B L E  S C H O O L    9 : 4 5  -  1 1 : 0 0  A M  


