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As we enter into May, we look forward to the continuing warm weather and hopefully sunshine as we get 
closer to summer. With summer comes another opportunity for us to learn to know each other through the 
activities of our Summer 2nd Hour. This is the Sunday school program that engages people of all ages. We   
participate in activities that help us to be active, to get to know different people, to change up our routines, 
and to breathe new energy and life into how we relate to and interact with each other.  
 

Our theme this year is, “Summer in our neighborhood: East Union connects to each other and our neighbors, 
here and around the world.” We hope to engage people from our neighborhoods. This includes our neighbors 
near to home and far away. For example, part of our activities this year will include several potlucks where we 
can eat and fellowship with each other. The very popular Breakfast Potluck is making a return appearance this 
summer! We will also have a VBS program, Scavenger Hunt, and Camp East Union. In addition to relating to 
one another, we hope to relate to other churches like Bethel AME, in Iowa City, and Wood River Mennonite, in 
Nebraska. There will be opportunities this summer to get to know churches from across our Central Plains 
Mennonite Conference, too, during our Annual Meeting, hosted at Iowa Mennonite School, on Thursday, June 
20 to Sunday, June 23. We also plan to host a church service in the Kalona Park this summer where we will 
invite the community to join us for worship. A complete calendar of events will be coming in May. 
 

Summer 2nd Hour provides opportunities for many people to plan and lead exciting new and favorite activities. 
We look forward to reflecting on what Pentecost means in early June and telling convention stories in July. We 
hope to sing at Pleasantview and travel to Crooked Creek to enjoy a picnic and our well-deserved pool party! 
There are lots of ways that we will be able to enjoy our time together this summer. Even if you plan to travel 
or miss several of these events, we hope you will show up and participate fully in as many of these great    
opportunities to engage with our “neighborhood,” as possible. 
 
Why do we do this? Why is it important to think about, to plan, and to act in ways that engage our neighbors, 
both in the pews, in the nearby towns, and beyond? Scripture implores us to do this. We are called as follow-
ers of Christ to some of the following actions:  
 

“Love your neighbor as yourself.” (Mark 12:31) 
“Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.” (I Thessalonians 

5:11) 
“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.” (Galatians 6:2) 
“Keep on loving one another as brothers and sisters. Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by 

so doing some people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it” (Hebrews 13:1-2) 
“So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the 

Prophets.” (Matthew 7:12) 
And many more.  

 
We are called to love and honor our neighbors. We are called to bear their burdens and to walk with them 
through their trials. We are called to love each other, and in this way they will know that we are followers of 
Christ. This summer, may we, at East Union, live out this call to be good neighbors to those in our church, to 
those in Kalona and the surrounding community, to those in Iowa City and Nebraska and to those around the 
world. May it be so.  
 
 Peace and blessings, Joel Beachy 
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30 years ago: 1989 

May 14 - Congratulations to Jeff 

Boller who graduated with high    

honors from Ellsworth Community 

College in Iowa Falls yesterday. He 

received an Associate of Applied  

Science degree in Agri-Business. 

May 28 - We extend congratulations 

to our high school graduates Byron 

Miller, Lisa Moberly who will graduate 

today from Mid-Prairie, Lisa Boller, 

Tina Boller, Vicki Campos, and Greg 

Hochstetler who will graduate from 

IMS tomorrow, and Karl Kauffman 

who will graduate from Iowa City 

West High School on June 3. 

 

20 years ago: 1999 

May 16 - Congratulations to Allison 

Miller who graduated last Sunday 

from Hesston College. 

May 23 - Congratulations and best 

wishes to Will Miller and Emily 

Swartzendruber who were married 

yesterday in Shickley, NE. Everyone is 

invited to a reception for Emily and 

Will on June 5 from 4:30 - 7:30 pm 

here at the church. 

May 23 - Congratulations to Jason 

Boller who graduates today from 

Grundy Center High School. 

 

10 years ago: 2009 

May 10 - Congratulations and best 

wishes to Steve, Kara, Cade & Ella on 

the birth of a son and brother, Seth 

David, who was born on Sunday, May 

3. Seth weighed 6 lbs., 14 oz.  

May 10 - Edwin Yoder will be cele-

brating his 80th birthday on May 18. 

His family is requesting a card shower 

to surprise him.  

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage 

60 years ago: 1959 

May 24 - Congratulations to the    

graduates. Robert Bontrager, Robert 

Moberly, Larry Piper, Larry Yoder from 

IMS, Jeanette Rhodes, Arlene Yoder, 

Milford Hochstetler from Kalona  

 

50 years ago:  1969 

May 15 - Our congratulations to the 

newly married couple, Mr. and Mrs. 

Keith Dickel. They were married May 

10 at Indianapolis, Indiana. God’s richest 

blessings be yours as you establish your 

new home.   

 

 40 years ago: 1979 

May 6 - MYF will meet this afternoon 

at 3 p.m. in the Kalona Park to fly kites. 

Also bring tennis rackets, softball equip-

ment, etc. if you want to play these 

games.  

May 13 - The parents and children  

taking part in the dedication service this 

morning are Nelson and Mary Miller 

and Benjamin Nelson and Ed and Bobbie 

Hershberger and Bethanie Erin.   

May 27 - We extend congratulations 

and best wishes to all our graduates: 

Karla Atkinson, Kathy Hochstetler, 

LaVerne Logan, Coletta Miller, Herbe 

Miller, Steve Bachman, Jim Hershey, 

Angie Miller, Kathy Schlabach, Jo Ann 

Yutzy, Don Seaba, Paulette Miller, Cathy 

Mullet, Larry Statler, and Jeanne Yoder 

 

There’s no love like a mother’s, 
Her heart is filled with care. 
With Christ as her example,  

Her Savior’s love she’ll share. 

 
A mother’s love is endless,    
Not changing for all time.  

When needed by her children,  
A mother’s love will shine. 

 
God bless these special mothers, 

God bless them every one.     
For all their tears and heartaches, 

And special work they’ve done. 

 
When days on earth are over,   

A mother’s love lives on, 
Through many generations, 
God’s blessings on each one.  

 
Be thankful for our mothers, 
Who love with higher love, 
From power God has given, 
And strength from above.  
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Where Do We Go From Here?  
Reflections of Creation Care Class - Spring 2019  

 
God’s original mandate for humankind given in Genesis 1:26-28 uses the word dominion. 
 
While this implies authority and control, it also has the meaning of care and keeping.  Along with authority comes 
great responsibility.  As Christians, we believe that the earth and everything in it still belongs to God and we are not 
the owners.  Rather, we are stewards, servants of the Most High, until such time as our mortal remains return to the 
earth from which we were created. 
 
So how are we doing?  It seems that in looking at our current environmental crisis, not very well.  While technological 
advances have made our lives easier in many ways, we have also abused our God-given authority, selfishly plunder-
ing at will for the sake of profit and neglecting to consider the long-term effects of our worship at the altar of conven-
ience. Working for the common good of all comes in a distant second to corporate exploitation motivated by greed.  
One result of our careless disregard for the environment is a huge waste stream of non biodegradable plastic/
synthetics which threatens the health and wellbeing of all God’s creation, from the heights of Mt. Everest to the 
depths of Pacific Ocean trenches.  
 
Another factor in environmental degradation and its aftermath is war and violence.  In addition to the obvious de-
struction and disruption, people are forced to flee their homes and become dependent on others for meeting basic 
needs, as the powerful take advantage of the weaker.  Thus working for peace and equity between peoples is also a 
work for environmental justice.   
 
So what can we do?  One temptation is to become so overwhelmed by the magnitude of the issue that we become 
discouraged and give up.   
 
But God’s original creation covenant still stands.  Indeed, it seems more relevant than ever.  None of us can do every-
thing, but each of us can do something.  Many of us are already taking purposeful steps in our households to be re-
sponsible stewards of the gifts of God’s good earth.  

 

What we can do as individuals and families 

 1. Follow the 3 R’s  

 A. REDUCE consumption/purchase, especially of non-biodegradable single use goods. 

 B.  REUSE or repurpose items before disposal.  Think creatively. 

 C.  RECYCLE if at all possible.   

2. Be mindful of the amount of non-biodegradable waste you create and consider how you can reduce it.  
Think before you pitch.  Ask yourself, “Is what I am doing, or about to do, sustainable over the long run?” or 
“What if everyone did as I am doing?” 

3.  Educate yourself about environmental issues and check your sources of information for facts rather 
than opinions or political viewpoint.   

4.  Shop at thrift stores, go “garage-saling”, exchange or give away to friends and neighbors. 

5.  Support local farmer’s markets and businesses. 

6.  Take time out-of-doors to observe, appreciate, and enjoy the natural world.  Develop a sense of won-
der, whether majestic mountain or tiny seed. 
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What more can East Union do as a congregation? 

1.  Land use:  Could our “lawn” be planted in prairie grass and flowers?  Or a community garden or a section 
developed into a memory garden? 

2.  Ride sharing with friends for shopping trips to Iowa City or Washington.  

3.  Decrease the amount of landfill trash generated at social functions, meals, CHOW, and potlucks by using 
“real” dishes, glassware, and cutlery instead of disposables. 

4.   Separate disposable items, wash, and recycle appropriately. 

      A.  bucket for food waste and compost 

      B.  check plastics for numbers for recycling: 1-5 and 7 and above are recyclable, as are plastic bags 

      C.  metal cans are recyclable 

      D.  clean paper and cardboard boxes are recyclable 

5.   In light of what we now know, question current practices.  For example, in baking potatoes, instead of 
wrapping each in foil, consider washing, placing on a baking sheet, brushing lightly with cooking oil, and bak-
ing.  After baking, keep hot in a covered roaster or slow cooker.   

6.   As a congregation, develop a public statement of belief (theology) and action (practice) regarding the en-
vironment, thus taking a position. 

7.   ????????? 

 

 Any other ideas---let the conversation continue! 

      

Submitted by Verna Zook  
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Mennonite Women Meeting - May 7 
Confess our 

Sins 

Scripture:  Matthew 7:7 
 

Devotional Leader: Jane Miller 
 

Project: Toiletries for Iowa City Shelter House 
 

Salad Luncheon 

5615 Gable Ave. SW 

PO Box 760 

Kalona, Iowa 52247 

 

Phone: 319-656-2590 

Email: eucares@kctc.net 

Website: 

eastunionmennonite.org 

Pastor:   

Joel Beachy - 319.591.0187 

Elders: 

Larry Detweiler - 319.828.4461 

Wanda Yoder - 319.430-6406 

Will Miller - 319.461.4115 

Karen Harvey - 319.656.3009 

Office Manager: 

Crystal Wade - 319.541.8894 

East Union Mennonite Church Contact Information 

*Published monthly by and for the 

friends of East Union Mennonite 

Church. 

Articles for the June edition of  the 

Second Century Chronicle are due 

by Sunday, May 19.  All contribu-

tions are encouraged and welcome! 

Justina Roth, the granddaughter of Lauralee Kauffman from Lincoln 
Nebraska, will be presenting her story  on Saturday, May 4 at 9:30 am 
on how one Pop Tab can impact the lives of many. At the age of 15, 
Roth began the quest of collecting Pop Tabs for the Ronald McDonald 
House. The goal was to collect 1 million Pop Tabs and join the “Thanks 
a Million Club.” Thirteen years later, the goal has ben surpassed with 
over 2 million Pop Tabs collected! 

Plan now to come and hear the journey of how a single Tab can help 
countless others!! See Shirley or Lauralee for tickets.  

Women’s Fellowship Brunch 

Coins add up! Once again we are participating in My 

Coins Count to help MCC’s work around the world! 

Don’t forget to bring your spare change throughout 

the month of May! 

Throughout the Month of May 
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        MAY  2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

2 
 

 

Dorothy Rhodes 

Sadie Fernau 

Reid Gingerich 

Nelson & Mary 

  Miller ‘70 

3 
 

Seth Groenewold 

 

4 

 

Ian Schmidt 

 

Women’s   

Fellowship 

Brunch 

5 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 

 

Jackie Bailey 

 
 

6 

 

Verna Zook 

Mary Miller 

7 

Mennonite              

Women 

 

Ed & Bobbie 

  Hershberger ‘77 

8 
 

 

 

 
 

9 

 

 

 

 10 
 

Kristen Rempel 

Keith & Cindy 

  Dickel ‘69 

11 

 

Anya Slabaugh 

Deb Derksen 

 

12 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 
 

 

 

 

Rebecca Beachy 

  Miller 

Austin 

  Hemachandra 

Jaxon Carolan 

Cruz Carolan 

13 

 

 

14 

 

Chris Rhodes 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Council 

Meeting 7pm 

15 

 

Trent Yoder 

Isaac Miller 

 

16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

17 

 

Jane Yoder-Short 

 

 

 

18 

 

Edwin L. Yoder 

Marilyn Fisher 

Paul & Laura 

  Miller ‘68 

19 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 

 

Adam Yoder 

20 

 

Sarah Yoder 

 

21 

 

Kim Blauvelt 

Jim & Annie 

  Yoder ‘88 

22 
 

Will & Emily  

  Miller ‘88 

 

23 

 

 

 

 

24 

 

Adam & Katie 

  Yoder ‘11 

Jon & Carrie 

  Miller ‘14 

25 

 

Marv Hershberger 

Alexis Rhodes 

 

26 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 

 

 

 

27 

 

 

 

 

 

Becky Yoder 

28 
 

Chris Yoder 

Annika Miller 

Shantell & 

  Theodore Krabill 

29 
 

 

Carrie Schmidt 

30 31 
 

Marlan Logan 

 

 


