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From the Pastor’s Desk
In June, we are excited to be hosting Central Plains Mennonite Conference’s Annual Meeting at Iowa Mennonite
School from Thursday, June 20 to Sunday, June 23. Area pastors and lay leaders have already been planning for the
last several months to coordinate childcare, homestays, food, worship, breakout sessions, and more. This event
gives an opportunity for churches from across our conference to gather for worship, fellowship, learning, growth,
and strengthening relationships around the conference. One of the added perks to hosting conference in the Kalona
area, this year, is that you can participate! Please consider setting aside time that long weekend to attend a session.
Registration is online and open to anyone who would like to attend. Go to http://www.centralplainsmc.org/annualmeeting-2019.html for more information.
Who attends Annual Meeting? Each congregation can send delegates based on the size of their congregation. In
addition to lay delegates, each church may also send one ordained/licensed delegate. This year our delegates will be
the following: Nyle Kauffman, Elvesta Hochstedler, Josh Yoder, Jacob Boller, and myself. We will attend the sessions
to discuss the efforts of the conference to support our conference churches, to reach out into our communities, and
to plant churches. Last year, it was exciting to welcome a new congregation to our conference!
Central Plains Mennonite Conference also holds a lot of diversity. We have first-time Mennonite congregations and
long-established, traditional Mennonite churches. There are Hmong congregations in Minnesota and Cheyenne congregations in Montana. Our conference stretches 1,000 miles from point-to-point. We are one of the larger conferences geographically and by number of churches and members within Mennonite Church USA. Being a part of a
conference is important because it provides a structure of support that is available whenever we have needs as a
local church. For example, in the past year Tim Detweiler assisted our congregation with an ordination service last
summer and a pastoral review process this spring. Tim also walks with congregations, like West Union, throughout
their pastoral search process. This is invaluable support that strengthens churches to continue in their ministries
within the local community.
East Union Mennonite Church is a stronger church because of the support that we receive from our conference. Last
fall, we connected with Wood River Mennonite Church from Wood River, Nebraska. Matthew Troyer-Miller and his
family came along with several members from their church to worship and share the good news with us. The following week a group from East Union traveled there to worship and share the gospel with their church family. Through
these relationships, we see similarities in our ministries and outreach. We can feel solidarity and support for one
another in our joys and our struggles, and we encourage each other to continue seeking Christ and sharing Jesus
with our communities. Please continue to pray for and to support Central Plains Mennonite Conference. Come this
summer to Annual Meeting to see what this conference is all about!
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The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need
of you.” 22 On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and
those members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable members are treated with greater respect; 24 whereas our more respectable members do not
need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, 25 that there
may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care for one another. 26 If one
member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.
I Corinthians 12:21-26 (NRSV)
Peace and blessings,
Joel Beachy

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage
30 years ago: 1989
June 4 - Wilbur Yoder has been
named Chief Administrator at IMS.
Cu rren tly th e IMS Gu idan ce
Counselor, Wilbur will assume his
duties August 1. Please continue to
pray for IMS as we carry out God’s
work through Christian education.

60 years ago: 1959
June 14 - The marriage of Charleen
Gasho and James Marner will be solemnized at the East Union Church,
Saturday, June 20 at 2:00 P.M. Friends
are invited to the ceremony.

50 years ago: 1969
June 1 - In response to the request
made by our church that Bro J. John J.
Miller should give his full time to the
work of the pastor at the East Union
Church, Bro J. John will terminate his
former employment and assume the
responsibilities of the past of our church
beginning this morning, June 1.

40 years ago: 1979
June 10 - On March 5, 1979, twentyone persons representing 15 Mennonite
Churches voted unanimously to have an
Iowa Relief Sale for MCC. On April 23
representatives met and decided the
Iowa Relief Sale would be held April 26,
1980, at Washington, Iowa. Persons or
groups are encouraged to plan consignments for the sale.
June 17 - There will be an informal and
informative meeting Thursday, June 21,
7:30 p.m. in the fellowship room for
mothers and daughters interested in the
organization of a Wayfarer Club. Sharon
Miller will be guest speaker.

June 18 - The Wisconsin Bike Trip is
planned for the weekend of July 28,
29, and 30. Join us for a fun weekend
of camping and biking. Please contact
Alvin and Marianna Miller or John and
Colleen Stoltzfus if you want to go
along. Reservations need to be made
by Sunday, June 25.

20 years ago: 1999
June 6 - Congratulations to Brian
Dickel and Keesha Esbenshade who
were married yesterday at Weaverland Mennonite in New Holland, PA
June 20 - Congratulations and best
wishes to J. Paul and Velma Yoder
who celebrated their 65th wedding
anniversary on Thursday, June 17.
They were married in 1934.

10 years ago: 2009
June 14 - Our church is planning on
having another “Fun Fest” at God’s
Children’s House in Gary, IN on Sat.
July 25th. We will be driving in and
back on the same day. We need
volunteers, so if you would like to
join us, or if you have any questions,
please contact Deb Miller.
June 21 - Congratulations to Annie &
Luke Gingerich and new grandmother
Judy Showalter, on the birth of a son,
Rye David born on June 13. Rye
weighed 9 lb., 4 oz.
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A rock of strength
to lean upon in times
of joy or stress;
An understanding,
loyal soul,
a heart of tenderness.
A mind all wisdom,
knowing justice
and love to blend;
A teacher, loving,
patient, kind
My Father and my friend.

Friday, May 31 - Saturday, June 1

June 2 - Summer 2nd Hour Kickoff!
What better way to kick off the summer than with a potluck! Even
better, we'll enjoy a twist on our traditional potluck—a brunch potluck! Egg casseroles, baked oatmeal, muffins, breads, donuts, scones,
rolls, fruit…the possibilities are endless! Please bring your favorite
brunch dish and your own table service... and come hungry!

Mennonite Women Meeting - June 4
Come to the
Lord’s Table

Scripture: John 6:35
Devotional Leader: Charlene Rhodes
Project: Cash for Mennonite Women USA
PIZZA (basket to cover lunch expenses)

June 20 -23
Annual Meeting
Iowa Mennonite School
Kalona

East Union Mennonite Church Contact Information
5615 Gable Ave. SW
PO Box 760
Kalona, Iowa 52247

Phone: 319-656-2590
Email: eucares@kctc.net
Website: eastunionmennonite.org

Pastor:
Joel Beachy - 319.591.0187
Office Manager:
Crystal Wade - 319.541.8894
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Elders:
Larry Detweiler - 319.400.4235
Wanda Yoder - 319.430-6406
Will Miller - 319.461.4115
Karen Harvey - 319.656.3009

A Change in the Pews in June...
Remember how you felt those times Chris Rhodes sat up front and interviewed our fellow East Union folks? I know I felt like I had
grown in relationship with them. I feel the same every time I attend a Guest Host Night and sit as a table to share a meal in the intimate setting of someone’s home. I love these moments. I love the sense of being
connected to you, my church family.
In order to build that sense a bit more on Sunday mornings, we’d like to increase
the sense of togetherness. One way to do this is by creating a smaller space for our
joint worship experience. We will be eliminating the seating in the back pews staring
in June. We invite your feedback on this experiment! Let us know how your experience goes. I’ve been testing out seating and find the center towards the front is the
best place to hear. And singing is way more fun up there too! But mostly, our goal is
for all to enjoy the energy that comes from feeling a part of a beautiful shared experience of worship.
See you in the pews!

Joani from the Worship Committee

A few words from Mennonite Women’s Fellowship Brunch 2019
East Union Mennonite Women’s Brunch was held Saturday, May 4. A brunch of egg casserole,
fruit and cinnamon rolls, orange juice and coffee were served. Fifty-six guests were served.
Shirley Yoder, Mary Miller and Lauralee Kauffman cooked and served the brunch and Gaylord
Yoder, Jason Roth and Nyle Kauffman helped serve.
Our speaker was Justina Roth from Lincoln, Nebraska. She presented her story of how one
pop tab can impact the lives of many. When Justina was 15 years old an illness landed her in
Children’s Hospital in Omaha for a couple of months. She saw what the Ronald McDonald
House did for people in need and decided she would start collecting tabs. She told the story of
how it started and the amount of money the first load of tabs generated for the Ronald
McDonald House. That was the first million. She is now working on collecting her 3rd million.
She emphasized how just one little thing we do can help so many. It is not just pop tabs, but
tabs on all cans such as soup, fruit, vegetables, or anything else that has a tab. She thanked
each one who has collected and have given to her grandma, Lauralee, to pass on to her. Tabs
were collected and given to Justina on May 4th, in the rough amount of a garbage bag. So,
keep collecting and giving!
Submitted by Lauralee Kauffman

VBS is just over
2 months away!
Mark your calendars for
August 5 - 9, 2019
And be sure to invite friends,
grandkids and neighbors!
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june 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2 Morning
Worship 9:30am

3
Laura Stoltzfus

Breakfast Potluck
Doyle & Janet
Geyer ‘84

9 Morning
Worship 9:30am

10

Pentecostal
Activities

Randy & Kristen
Rempel ‘95

16 Morning

17

Worship 9:30am

Church at Kalona
Park/Potluck
Picnic/Swimming

23 Morning
Worship 9:30am

CP Conference
Sharing
Rachel Yoder
Brett Miller

4

5

Errol & Coletta
Bontrager ‘83
Luke & Rachel
Yoder ‘11

Joyce Schrock
Micah Miller
Karen Harvey
Tina Dachtler
Cheryl Monemi
Phil & Judy
Tina Hershberger
Ed & Jane Miller ‘71 Yoder ‘65
Landon & Emily
Slabaugh ‘15

11

12

13

14

Vera Yoder

Errol Bontrager

Betsy Slabaugh

19

20

21

Mennonite
Women

Coletta Bontrager
Matt & Renae
Miller ‘94
Jonathan & Amy
Hershberger ‘11

18

Shane Miller
Marvin & Betsy
Slabaugh ‘89
Chris & Sandi
Rhodes ‘05

25

8

Will Kolck
Patrea Hamm
Dennis & Sally
Miller ‘75

15

22

Shantell Krabill
Josh & Kara
Yoder ‘14

26

27

28

29

Steve Groenewold
Loren Hochstedler

Julie Meyers
Marv & Paulette
Hershberger ‘81

Amy Graber
Norah Yoder
Jim & Deb
Miller ‘74

Kyle Troyer
Larry & Carolyn
Detweiler ‘73

30
Pleasantview
Hymn Sing
Jill & Bill
Hartsock ‘07

7

Phil Yoder
Warren Yoder
Marv & Grace
Rempel ‘70
Bob & Deb
Derksen ‘81
Wilma & Carol
Copeland ‘98

Tori Schrock

Toby Chen

24

6

Aaron Schrock

6

Andy & Kim
Blauvelt ‘96

