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From the Pastor’s Desk
When we consider the plans that God has for us at East Union, what do we hope for? What do we fear? Do we feel
secure that God has “plans for our welfare and not for harm?” These past four years have demonstrated a lot of
heartache and pain. We have seen loved ones pass away. We have experienced the deep loss of church members
leaving for a variety of reasons. We have experienced the uncertainty that exists in our society when it comes to
religion, politics, and cultural values. There seems to be only animosity, fear, and distrust sown within and outside of
the church. It causes one to question whether or not God is present. It causes one to question whether God is in
control.
God is continuously faithful to God’s people.
It is important for us to remember this statement. It is a true statement. God is faithful to God’s people. Who, then,
are God’s people? We have been called to be a part of God’s people at East Union Mennonite Church. How do we
work at being a part of God’s people? How do we attempt to be faithful to what God has called us to do in our
church and community?
At East Union Mennonite Church we have committed to be “a community of love and worship where the Scriptures
and the Spirit guide all to faithful living, all are welcome to grow in the way of Jesus,
and we share God’s love with others in word and service, so that we are a light of hope here and around the world.”
We have been called to be a group of committed and devoted people to scripture and the Holy Spirit’s guidance. We
live faithfully together. We challenge one another when we experience discontinuity between our speech and our
actions, between our understanding of scripture and how we live together. We also continue to recognize our own
need for growth in the way of Jesus. None of us has “arrived” at our most faithful selves, so we continue to gather
and trust that when we worship together God speaks to us. Through our worship, our spiritual practices, our study
of scripture, and our fellowship with our brothers and sisters in Christ, we experience ongoing transformation where
we become further formed into the image of Christ. We also begin to experience the foretaste of the kingdom of
God. For Jesus proclaimed in Matthew 4:17, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”
I must admit that, even as pastor of East Union, I, too, become wearied and worried from time to time. It is understandable. We face immense pressures. There are intense divisions between us. Our moorings seem to be wavering,
and we are not sure how to find our center. Our center is in Christ. Jesus leads us to God and to God’s kingdom. The
Israelites lost their moorings when they were taken by Babylon. They had to feel abandoned and lost, bereft of
hope. Despite the overwhelming despair they faced, the prophet Jeremiah offered them a beacon of hope. This is
East Union Mennonite Church’s hope, too.
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For thus says the Lord: Only when Babylon’s seventy years are completed will I visit you, and I will fulfill
to you my promise and bring you back to this place. 11 For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the
Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. 12 Then when you call upon
me and come and pray to me, I will hear you. 13 When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me
with all your heart, 14 I will let you find me, says the Lord, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you
from all the nations and all the places where I have driven you, says the Lord, and I will bring you back to
the place from which I sent you into exile. Jeremiah 29:10-14 (NRSV)
The Israelites had to remain faithful for at least seventy years before their dream of restoration to their land and
their God could be fully realized. We, too, must be patient and hopeful. For God’s plans are not ours, and they are
exceedingly good. May it be so.
Peace and blessings, Joel Beachy

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage
30 years ago: 1989
July 2 - Today we welcome Shari and
Sheila Yoder from Lower Deek Creek
Mennonite Church to share their
music with us.
July 2 - Congratulations! To Jerry and
LouAnn Miller on the birth of their
son, Brett Andrew, on June 23.

60 years ago: 1959
July 12 - Mr. and Mrs. Daniel D. Miller
are the parents of twins, Paul Eugene
and Paulette Jean, born July 8.

50 years ago: 1969
July 20 - A. Lloyd and Mary
Swartzendruber, Kathy Brenneman,
Carolyn Miller, Mary Helen Logan, Gene
Bontrager, and James Miller are
worshiping at the Washington County
Home this morning.
July 27 - We extend our congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Gary Mullet who
were married at the Kalona Mennonite
Church Saturday afternoon, July 26. May
God bless them and direct them as they
live for Him.

40 years ago: 1979
July 1 - We extend congratulations and
best wishes to Merle and Marlinda
Beachy. They were married here yesterday at a 4:00 p.m. wedding service.

July 2 - Congratulations to Dave and
Llisa Yoder of the birth of their
daughter, Rachel Ellen, on June 23.
July 16 - Congratulations to Errol
and Coletta Bontrager on the birth of
Ryan Joseph Bontrager. Ryan was
born on July 10, and weighed 6 lbs, 4
oz.

20 years ago: 1999
July 11 - All women of the church
are invited to a bridal shower for
Keesha Dickel on Monday, July 19, at
7:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall.
Keesha.
July 18 - Today during the Sunday
School hour, students in the Junior
Department (grades 4-8) will be
sharing their gifts of music in service
to the residents of Pleasantview
Home. We will leave East Union at
10:30 a.m.

10 years ago: 2009

July 8 - A carload of people from our
congregation will be going to the Cedar
Rapids Mennonite Church each evening
this week to conduct Bible School and
adult Bible study.

July 5 - Kathryn Yoder of Lone Tree
and formerly of Kalona will celebrate
her 90th birthday with an open house
on Sunday, July 5, from 2 to 4 p.m. at
Pioneer Place Assisted Living, Lone
Tree.

July 22 - We welcome Bernard
Bowman to our pulpit this morning. Mr.
Bowman is administrator of
Pleasantview Home in Kalona.

July 25 - SAVE THE DATE: Saturday,
August 15 & Sunday, August 16 - East
Union’s 125th year celebration.
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Like dirt upon the surface
of the traveled road,
covered up with perfect snow,
and washed away in
springs’ melted flow,
He Makes All Things New.
Like a jewelsmith refining gold,
shaping it by fire into
something beautiful and bold,
He Makes All Things New.
Like the artist who sees
beauty in others’ rubble,
and repurposes it with
magnificent vision to a
breathtaking creation,
He Makes All Things New.
For He is the master carpenter
taking our broken shards
of suffering and rebuilding
them into unimaginable
masterpieces of
freedom and healing.
Always available when
we call on His name,
He wipes our tears,
and sends away our shame.
Yet he doesn’t stop there,
He redeems our story.
Like the most prolific
heavenly author,
He ties every detail together
to bring us life,
and to bring Him glory,
He Makes All Things New.

Mennonite Women Meeting - July 2
An Offering
to God

Scripture: 1 Chronicles 16:29
Devotional Leader: Lola Faye Erb Yoder
Project: Sewing Kits
Sack Lunch

VBS is just over 1 month away!
Mark your calendars for
August 5 - 9, 2019 from 9 - 11:45 am
Be sure to invite friends,
grandkids and neighbors!
Registration is open at:
http://tinyurl.com/EUVBS2019

East Union Mennonite Church Contact Information
5615 Gable Ave. SW
PO Box 760
Kalona, Iowa 52247

Phone: 319-656-2590
Email: eucares@kctc.net
Website: eastunionmennonite.org

Pastor:
Joel Beachy - 319.591.0187
Office Manager:
Crystal Wade - 319.541.8894
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Elders:
Larry Detweiler - 319.400.4235
Wanda Yoder - 319.430-6406
Will Miller - 319.461.4115
Karen Harvey - 319.656.3009
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july 2019
Sun

Mon
1
Jeff Yoder
Donavon Yoder
Dick & Jane
Yoder Short ‘79

7 Morning
Worship 9:30am

MCUSA Convention Sharing

8
Paulette
Hershberger
Kenna Schrock

Worship 9:30am

CCCC Potluck
Picnic/Camp
Sharing/ Pool
Party

2

Wed
3

Thu
4

Mennonite
Women

Fri

Sat

5

6

Marvin Rempel

Halid Saner-Harvey

Jane Miller

9
Emma Jean
Schrock
Olivia Dachtler

10

11

12

13
Caleb Detweiler

Alvin Miller
Eve Yoder

Worship
Committee Mtg 7

Owen Higdon
Kyle & Allison
Troyer ‘12

14 Morning

Tue

15

16

17

18

Sandy Schlabaugh
Randy & Jill
Miller ‘06

Renae Miller
Lynford & Ami
Knepp ‘94

Joel & Christine
Beachy ‘04
Chad & Annika
Miller ‘93

Carey Miller

22

23

24

25

Lucas Beachy
Dirk Logan
LilaKate Milani
Joe & Carrie
Schmidt ‘00

Deb Miller
Ava Miller
Herb & Kathy
Miller ‘83
Kara & Dominic
Porter ‘11

Judy Yoder
Ed Hershberger
Randy Miller

29

30

31

Jacob & Hannah
Geyer ‘12

Justin Boller
Caleb & Heidi
Detweiler

19

20
Greg Yoder
Tripp Carolan

Cindy Dickel
Luke Yoder
Macy Yoder

21 Morning
Worship 9:30am

Bible Scavenger
Hunt
Julia Boller
Carolyn Detwiler
Sandi Rhodes
Chuck & Jan
Yoder ‘07
Jill & Thushan
Hemachandra ‘12

28 Morning
Worship 9:30am

Worship with
Bethel AME
Gaylord Yoder

Allison Troyer
Matt Miller
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26

27
Dale Rhodes

