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From the Pastor’s Desk
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Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food,
or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38 And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39 And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and
visited you?’ 40 And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of
these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’
Matthew 25:37-40 (NRSV)
Matthew 25 has often been a source of both tension and inspiration. In this parable, Jesus outlines two responses that we may have to the needs of those around us. Jesus unequivocally proposes that the actions we
take towards all people reflects how we respond towards Jesus, himself. Again, this can create tension as we
question and reflect our personal motivations to serve one another. It can also be a source of inspiration that
by helping those in need around us we are somehow extending love to the one whom we have chosen to follow, the Christ, our Messiah.
I have been profoundly impacted by the level of generosity and service that East Union Mennonite Church has
consistently and continuously demonstrated throughout my life. I have found the people of East Union to desire to serve others, not out of obligation, but out of joy. I see this realized repeatedly in the way that people
from East Union continue to serve Mennonite Central Committee, Mennonite Disaster Service, Crowded Closet, Shelter House, Kalona Food Pantry, Summer Lunch Program, Iglesia Zoar, Pleasantview, Crooked Creek, and
countless other acts of service that are both seen and unseen. This strong commitment to serve is no better
expressed than in the recent invitation the congregation was given at our service on Sunday, February 3, 2019.
The following prompt was announced, and heart-shaped inserts were in the bulletins for people to write on.
“During the offering, we invite each of you to write down a commitment to do some act of kindness, love,
peacemaking, or justice seeking that you will offer to perform over the weeks ahead as a gift to God and
place it in the offering plates.”
The congregation responded honestly and compassionately. Below are the responses:















Make a meal for someone in need
Coins for camp - $20
Be kind to everyone . . . Look at the person with their eyes
Strike up a conversation with a coworker who is hurting
Show kindness to someone begging; without judging if they are truly homeless.
Engage & interact with homeless
Try to respond to what I encounter daily; the way Jesus might respond. Keep that in my mind. What
would Jesus do? How would he respond?
Give a smile to all I meet. Show kindness. If I see a need in some way try and take care of it.
Gather more items for Food Pantry.
Show kindness and love. To All. Even a few that I disagree with.
Advocate for justice/peace wherever these are in question-even in the church.
Reach out to person(s) in nursing home. Reach out to a younger person.
Purchase items for Kalona Food Pantry. Volunteer at Shelter House.
Anonymous food donation to a person/family.
(continued on page 2)

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage
30 years ago: 1989

60 years ago: 1959
March 1 - Since Bro. Snyder is also to
preach in Kalona our church service will
fall on the Sunday School hour.
March 9 - A son, William Dale, was
born January 20 to Mr. and Mrs. Alvin J.
Miller
March 15 - Duane E. Yoders and
Wallace Fishers will plan the program to
be given at the Sunshine Mission at
Cedar Rapids for the coming six
months. Volunteers to help are
welcome.
March 29 - Mr. and Mrs. Franklin
Hochstetler are the parents of a girl,
Patricia Lynne, born March 21.

50 years ago: 1969
March 2 - We extend congratulations
to Marlan and Ortun Logan who were
married yesterday.
March 9 - Mr. and Mrs. Daniel M.
Miller are the parents of a son, Monty
Ray, born February 24.

40 years ago: 1979
March 4 - Those taking part in the
morning devotions at Pleasantview
Home this week are Emma Jean
Schrock, Paymond Troyer, Keith Dickel,
Sterling Rediger, Gerald Yoder, and
Leola Hershberger.

March 12 - We welcome James and
Lonabelle Yoder to our worship service this morning. James is a former
pastor of Sycamore Grove Mennonite
Church in Garden City, MO and
former professor of counseling and
psychology at the University of Missouri. He presently is a psychologist in
private practice and author of The
Yoder Outsiders. He and his wife are
members of the Rainbow Boulevard
Mennonite Church in Kansas City.

20 years ago: 1999
March 21 - A voice of the church
will take place on April 11, 1999 for
the approval or disapproval of the
building project. All current members
of East Union Mennonite Church will
have the opportunity to vote. A sample ballot will be in the bulletin on
March 28 and April 4. Absentee ballots will be available. 70% of the votes
cast will be required for approval.
March 21 - Congratulations and best
wishes to Lance and Chloe Yoder on
the birth of Luella Faith born on February 27. Also congratulations to first
time grandparents, Phil and Judy.

10 years ago: 2009
March 1 - Marguerite Zook will be
celebrating her 90th birthday on
March 11th. Cards and/or notes from
friends, especially sharing memories
from the past, will be appreciated and
can be mailed to her at Pleasantview
Home.
March 22 - Venture Girls (3rd - 5th
grade) will meet Saturday, march 28,
9 - 11 am. We will be sorting lace and
getting it ready to sell for the
Crowded Closet.
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 Sharing time, conversation,





















thoughts, etc. with friends/family
to build them up.
I will spend time helping to create
items for MCC to distribute.
Speak love. Give time.
Visit Pleasantview.
Patience.
Stop fake smiling.
Spend time with family of a dying
person.
Hold people I am in conflict with in
a state of love in my heart.
Donate blood.
I will think of the other's perspective.
Give compliments to someone
every day.
I will work to build a bridge with
those from whom I'm estranged.
Make it a priority to help those
who need a few minutes to feel
reassured that they are okay.
I will not speak evil about Pelosi or
Schumer.
Send at least 20 cards to people
who need encouragement or
appreciation!
Continue building relationships
with Bethel AME.
Be patient with all people I
encounter.
Be an example of peace to those
around me.
Welcoming to all who enter here
(East Union).
Volunteer at Crowded Closet. (x2)
Treat everyone with dignity &
respect.

To me, these responses indicate a
strong commitment from the folks at
East Union towards serving one
another. We are a community that
longs for wholeness. We are a
people that long for peace. We are
committed to “grow in the way of
Jesus,” and we attempt this, in part,
by serving those in need. May we
continue to see Christ in all those to
whom we serve. May we continue to
be inspired to serve and may we do
so with great joy and passion. May it
be so.
Peace and blessings,
Joel Beachy

New at East Union:

RideShare Ministry
East Union is starting a new program that will invite persons to ‘catch a ride’ to
church events such as morning worship, CHOW or Camp East Union. Called the
‘RideShare Ministry’ it will allow gasoline savings, build relationships and continue opportunity to attend church activities when driving isn’t an option due to
bad weather or night activity. Once interest is known, a list of names and phone
numbers will be created of those who would like to ride and those who would
be interested in picking up riders. A survey will be sent out soon to those who
may want to ride. And for those interested in driving, an option to select this
role will be on the next gift discernment survey. In the meantime, if you are interested in participating as a rider or driver or have questions, please talk with
Janet Geyer, Pastor Joel or an Elder.

The Circle of Grace curriculum will again be taught to
children during Sunday School hour during the month
of April. Circle of Grace is the annual Christian Safe
Environment curriculum that East Union instituted in
2018 that will be reviewed and added to each year for
grades Kindergarten - 12th grade. The Circle of Grace
teaches children and youth how to identify and maintain appropriate physical, emotional, spiritual, and
sexual boundaries; recognize when boundary violations are about to occur; and demonstrates how to
take action when boundaries are threatened or
violated. For questions regarding circle of Grace,
please contact the Nurture Committee, Christine
Maust Beachy or Sarah Yoder. For more information,
visit https://dovesnest.net/circleofgrace

Save the Date:
August 5 - August 9, 2019
9:00- 12:00 daily with lunch served
Programming for
4 year olds through 6th grade
Coordinators:
Lisa Yoder and Christine Maust Beachy
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Mennonite Women Meeting - March 5
Give thanks to
the Lord

Scripture: 1 Thessalonians 5:18
Devotional Leader: Lauralee Kauffman
Project: Crooked Creek Scholarships
Sack Lunch

Friday, March 1

CHOW
Wednesday, March 6

Midweek Potluck - Wednesday, March 27
East Union Mennonite Church Contact Information
5615 Gable Ave. SW
PO Box 760
Kalona, Iowa 52247
Phone: 319-656-2590
Email: eucares@kctc.net
Website:
eastunionmennonite.org

Pastor:
Joel Beachy - 319.591.0187
Elders:
Larry Detweiler - 319.828.4461
Wanda Yoder - 319.430-6406
Will Miller - 319.461.4115
Karen Harvey - 319.656.3009
Office Manager:
Crystal Wade - 319.541.8894
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*Published monthly by and for the
friends of East Union Mennonite
Church.
Articles for the April edition of the
Second Century Chronicle are due
by Sunday, March 24. All contributions are encouraged and welcome!
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march 2019
Sun

3 Morning
Worship 9:30am

Mon

4

Worship 9:30am

5

Wed

6
Mennonite
Women

Jen & Kerry
Saner-Harvey ‘07

10 Morning

Tue

Thu

7

Fri

Sat

1

2

Marlan & Ortun
Logan ‘69

Elise Hartsock

8

Jacob Boller

9
Idonea SanerHarvey

CHOW
11

12

13

14

Bruce Harvey
Shirley Yoder
Danny Hershberger
Carrie Miller

15

16

Christine Maust
Beachy

Samuel Yoder
Elijah Yoder

22

23

Anna Yoder

17 Morning
Worship 9:30am
Judy Showalter
Dave & Lisa
Yoder ‘84

24 Morning
Worship 9:30am
Carmen Fernau

18

19

21

Rich Droll

Ortun Logan
Ralph Fisher
Grace Miller
Jennifer SanerHarvey

25

20

26
Clayton
Hershberger

27
Jerre Erb

Mid-Week
Potluck

31 Morning
Worship 9:30am
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Tommy Rhodes

28

29

Emily Miller
Carol Boller
Chris Tones

Jonathan Miller
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