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This Lenten season the focus for our worship has been on confession. Confession sometimes is viewed nega-
tively because of the harmful ways that it has been used in the Church. In the past, churches have forced indi-
viduals to confess sins publicly. Within some traditions, confession can only be done through an intermediary 
who then absolves the individual from their sin. Confession has also had a very narrow focus where one simply 
recounts a list of behaviors and actions that one has committed as an act of contrition. The reality is that con-
fession is a complex part of worship. It is found throughout scripture, and it is multifaceted.  
 
For example, the Psalms are full of examples of the authors’ attempts to repent and ask for forgiveness 
(confess). In Psalm 32, one of the lectionary texts for this year, the author writes, 
 

1 Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 2 Happy are those to whom 
the Lord imputes no iniquity, and in whose spirit, there is no deceit. 3 While I kept silence, my body 
wasted away through my groaning all day long. 4 For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my 
strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. Selah 5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did 
not hide my iniquity; I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,” and you forgave the guilt of 
my sin. Selah 

Psalm 32:1-5 (NRSV) 
 
This act of confession by the psalmist reminds us of our more traditional understanding of what it means to 
confess. The author expresses and acknowledges the sin that exists and brings it to God. There is also an ex-
pression of relief and freedom once this confession has been made.  
 
One thing that I think is so important to note in this passage is how the writer does not list their sins as actions 
but acknowledges “the sin” that is in his life. Each of us have sin in our lives, and although this can be ex-
pressed through specific acts, removing instances of malice, greed, lust, etc. alone does not make one sinless. 
Our sin and need for confession include more than our individual thoughts or actions. Even our unconscious 
selves are capable of sinning against God and against our neighbor. Confession of sin moves us toward recon-
ciliation and restoration with God and with neighbor, something that includes, but goes even beyond rectify-
ing singular sinful acts committed.  
 
Confession is also something that involves acknowledging God, the Holy Spirit, and Jesus Christ. In Philippians, 
the apostle Paul writes, 
 

9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Philippians 2:9-11 (NRSV) 
 

Part of our confessing practice this Lenten season is to proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord. This type of confes-
sion is also extremely important to our faith walk. It is part of a broader communal confession where we 
acknowledge our brokenness as individuals and as a community. Proclaiming Christ is a part of that acknowl-
edgment. We realize that as broken people we cannot restore ourselves to right relationship to God and each 
other on our own. Instead, we proclaim that Jesus is the one who can and will restore us. 
 
             (continued on page 2) 
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April 22 - Laurie Bender, one of the 

members of the IMS Ladies Sextette 

will be playing her harp for us this 

morning. Laurie is from the West 

Union Church.  

 

30 years ago: 1989 

April 16 - Congratulations to Jill Erb 

who is graduating this afternoon from 

Goshen College with a B.S. degree in 

nursing.  

 

20 years ago: 1999 

April 9 - All ladies of the church are 

invited to a bridal shower for Emily 

Swartzendruber at 7 pm. Emily is the 

fiancée of Will Miller. 

 

10 years ago: 2009 

April 12 - Congratulations and best 

wishes to Lola Faye Erb and Bob 

Yoder who were married yesterday.  

April 19 - East Union Mennonite 

Church has published a 213 page 

book entitled, “East Union Members 

Serving in Times of War and in Times 

of Peace from the Years 1917-1996.” 

This book was compiled by the 

Church Historian, L. David Yoder of 

Kalona, IA. This book tells the mem-

bers stories as they were serving in 

times of World War 1, 11, CPS, PAX, 

IW, Voluntary Service and overseas 

missions. The book can be purchased 

for $25. The proceeds from the sales 

of the book go towards Jeff Miller’s 

India Missionary Fund. Jeff is serving a 

three year term with Eastern Men-

nonite Missions in India.   

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage 

60 years ago: 1959 

April 5 - Regular Sunday morning offer-

ing will be for IMS next Sunday morning.   

April 12 - A. Lloyd Swartzendruber is 

assisting in the Communion service at 

the Kalona Church this evening.  

April 23 - The Witmarsum Quartet 

will give the program at East Union next 

Sunday evening, May 3. 

 

50 years ago:  1969 

April 6 - The Church decided last Sun-

day by a strong vote, to ask Bro. J. John 

J. Miller to serve as Pastor of our con-

gregation on a full time basis. Plans are 

now being discussed as to what financial 

considerations must be, for he will need 

to resign from his present job at the 

Home Gas Co., in order to serve as full 

time Pastor. Let us pray for God’s lead-

ing in this matter. The spirit of the 

counsel was very good, according to the 

report of the four bishops who were in 

charge of the counsel room procedures. 

A more detailed report will be given in 

a written form as soon as Bro. Detwei-

ler submits it.  

 

 40 years ago: 1979 

April 1 - Mark Atkinson and Kimberly 

Logan will be received into church 

membership by baptism this morning.  

 (continued from page 1) 
 

This Lenten season we have been 
called to confession. 
 
Worshipers are encouraged to 
broaden their understanding of 
confession—to see it as much 
more than simply telling God 
how they’ve messed up. This 
worship series “deliberately 
[blurs] the definition of confes-
sion to include both confession 
of faith in God and confession to 
God of who we are in that rela-
tionship as well as in our rela-
tionships with others and our 
world.”  
 
This Lenten season may we use 
all our worship as an act of con-
fession, as the body of Christ, 
together. You are invited to con-
fess your brokenness and to con-
fess Christ. May we all be freed 
to confess as we anticipate Jesus’ 
death and resurrection. May it be 
so. 
 
Peace and blessings, 
Joel Beachy 
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Mennonite Women Meeting - April 2 
Confess our 

Sins 

Scripture:  James 5:16 
 

Devotional Leader: Grace Rempel 
 

Project: Cash for MCC seeds & gardening supplies 
 

Lunch: Enchilada casserole, salad & dessert 

5615 Gable Ave. SW 

PO Box 760 

Kalona, Iowa 52247 

 

Phone: 319-656-2590 

Email: eucares@kctc.net 

Website: 

eastunionmennonite.org 

Pastor:   

Joel Beachy - 319.591.0187 

Elders: 

Larry Detweiler - 319.828.4461 

Wanda Yoder - 319.430-6406 

Will Miller - 319.461.4115 

Karen Harvey - 319.656.3009 

Office Manager: 

Crystal Wade - 319.541.8894 

East Union Mennonite Church Contact Information 

*Published monthly by and for the 

friends of East Union Mennonite 

Church. 

Articles for the May edition of  the 

Second Century Chronicle are due 

by Sunday, April 21.  All contribu-

tions are encouraged and welcome! 

CHOW  

Wednesday, April 10 

Midweek Potluck  - Wednesday, April 24 

Iowa Mennonite School    
Friday, April 19th at 7 pm 

Come & enjoy a scrumptious breakfast Easter   

morning, Sunday, April 21 from 8:00 - 8:45 am. 
 

All proceeds will support sending 10 high 

schoolers from East Union to convention in  

Kansas City this summer! 
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Justina Roth, the granddaughter of Lauralee Kauffman from Lincoln 
Nebraska, will be presenting her story of how one Pop Tab can impact 
the lives of many. At the age of 15, Roth began the quest of collecting 
Pop Tabs for the Ronald McDonald House. The goal was to collect 1 
million Pop Tabs and join the “Thanks a Million Club.” Thirteen years 
later, the goal has ben surpassed with over 2 million Pop Tabs collect-
ed! 

Plan now to come and hear the journey of how a single Tab can help 
countless others!  

Sign up and other information will be in mailboxes soon! 

Save the Date!   Saturday, May 4th, 2019 

Women’s Fellowship Brunch 

Do you know where you’ll be on 

August 5 - 9, 2019? 
 

Answer: East Union  

Vacation Bible School!! 
 

Be sure to invite friends, 

grandkids and neighbors! 

The Circle of Grace curriculum will again be taught to children during Sunday School 

hour during the month of April. The Circle of Grace curriculum teaches children and 

youth how to identify and maintain appropriate physical, emotional, spiritual, and    

sexual boundaries; recognize when boundary violations are about to occur; and 

demonstrates how to take action when boundaries are threatened or violated.  For questions regarding  

circle of Grace, please contact the Nurture Committee, Christine Maust Beachy or Sarah Yoder.  

Coming in April! 
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      april  2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 

1 
 

 

 

 

Colton Litwiller 

Chance Litwiller 

2 
 

Mennonite              

Women 

 

 

 

3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

4 
 

 

 

5 
 

Annie Troyer 

6 

 

 

7 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 

 

 

 
 

8 

 

 

Oliver Nixon 

Steve Dachtler 

9 

 

 

10 
 

 

Bruce & Karen 

  Harvey ‘71 
 

CHOW 

11 

 

 

 

 12 
 

 

13 

 

 

 

14 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Lisa Schmidt 

15 

 

Greg Schmidt 

Doug Moberly 

16 

 

 

17 

 

Chris Charles 

Jill Moberly 

 

 

18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19 

 

 

 

 

Service at IMS 

20 

 

April Schrock 

21 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 

 

MYF Breakfast  

8 - 8:45 am 

22 

 

 

James Boller 

23 

 

 

Eric Yoder 

Abigail Miller 

24 
 

 

 

Mid-Week      

Potluck 

25 

 

 

 

 

26 

 

 

27 

 

 

Kerry Saner- 

  Harvey 

 

Guest Host 

Night or Noon 

28 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 

 

 

Guest Host 

Night or Noon 

29 

 

 

 

 

 

30 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


