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From the Pastor’s Desk
On Saturday, December 8, Phil Yoder (CFO), Greg Yoder (Church Council Chair), Jane Miller, Doug Stoltzfus,
and I attended Everence’s Cultivating Generous Congregations that we (East Union) hosted in our fellowship
hall. Beryl Jantzi and Lyle Miller from Everence led the presentation, and Grace and Marv Rempel provided
food and drink for the day. The event was well-attended by area churches including the following: Sugar
Creek, Upper Deer Creek, Lower Deer Creek, West Union, First Mennonite, Fairview, and East Union. The content centered around two main resources, including, Bounty by Scott McKenzie & Kristine Miller and research
provided by the Lake Institute on Faith and Giving. If you are interested in learning more about this seminar,
please feel free to visit: https://www.everence.com/resources/congregational-stewardship-education#2churches to view a video of 2 testimonials.
The purpose of the seminar is to broaden churches’ perspectives on stewardship, giving, and generosity. Did
you realize that there are over 2,300 scriptural references in the Bible that speak to money, giving, stewardship, and other financial issues? So often the Church has looked at tithing and giving to the church as a
bottom-line, mundane, and budgetary duty. However, the reality is that each church, including East Union, is
doing amazing ministry in our current place and time. At East Union, we have a rich history of supporting missions and projects around the globe, like Iglesia Zoar. Our giving also impacts local organizations like Iowa
Mennonite School, Crowded Closet, Crooked Creek, Kalona Food Pantry, Shelter House of Iowa City, Table-toTable, Ten Thousand Villages, and more. East Union members give of their time, resources, and financial
means. All of these gifts impact the ministries of our church, our members, the recipients of these gifts, and
the work of the kingdom of God.
The seminar had a ton of great information, but there are some things that we hope to try out very soon. One
idea that we were excited to use was the creation of a Ministry Resource Team, a group that can help to look
at finances, budget, thanking donors, encouraging multiple ways of giving, and helping to better connect resources to the ministries of East Union. A way that we hope to do that is through “check blessings.” Monthly
and quarterly our office manager mails out checks to different organizations such as IMS, Central Plains Mennonite Conference, and Mennonite Church USA. We would like to take one of these checks periodically and
pray a blessing over it as it gets “sent out.” Another hope is to create what is called a “Narrative Budget.” This
will better reflect how the offerings and finances at East Union directly impact the ministries of the church.
Finally, we hope to find better ways to say thank you. The work, time, resources, and money that the members of East Union put towards ministry is incredible, and we hope to acknowledge that in a more tangible
way.
We want to thank each and every one of you who have contributed in the 2018 church year towards the ministry of East Union. The money you have earned and the time that you have are incredibly valuable assets, and
you have generously shared these with the church. We want to thank you for your continued support in the
mission and motto of East Union.
Our Mission - East Union Mennonite Church is a community of love and worship where the Scriptures and the Spirit guide all to faithful living, all are welcome to grow in the way of Jesus, and we
share God’s love with others in word and service, so that we are a light of hope here and around the
world.
Our Motto - Our Motto: Growing in the way of Jesus, sharing God’s love, Word & hope.
(continued on page 2)

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage
30 years ago: 1989
January 1 - Congratulations to Jerre
and Tammi Erb on the birth of their
daughter Lydia Leah on December 16.
She weighed 6 lbs. 14 oz. and was
welcomed home by sister Rachel.

60 years ago: 1959
January 25 - Ritchie Van born to Mr.
and Mrs. Leo Hochstetler January 21.

50 years ago: 1969

January 1 - We congratulate Rollin
and Thelma Steckly who were
married 50 years ago today, January 1,
1939 and to Vernon and Marguerite
Zook who celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary with an open house
this past week. They were married on
January 25, 1939. May God continue
to bless your marriages.

January 5 - Members of the class to
receive Believers’ Baptism: Joanne
Dickel, Deborah Ann Yoder, Faith
A’Lee Yoder, Mina Marie Yoder, Lou
Ann Schlabach, Annette Guengerich,
James Miller, Randall Miller.

January 15 - Congratulations to
Janet and Doyle Geyer on the birth of
their son, Jacob Erb, on January 7.

January 5 - Mr. and Mrs. Nyle Kauffman will show slides and talk about
Haiti in this evenings service.

January 24 - A reception honoring
Vernon and Marguerite Zook on the
occasion of their 60th wedding
anniversary will be held today from 2
- 4 in the Red Room at Pleasantview
Home. All are invited. Your presence
will be a valued gift.

January 26 - The MCC truck will be in
this area this week. If you have layettes
or used clothing to send, please bring it
to the church by Monday afternoon.

20 years ago: 1999

40 years ago: 1979

10 years ago: 2009

January 7 - The children of the Primary
and Junior Department are to be
commended for their hard work in
raising over $780 during the Spring-Fall
Missionary Bank program. The money
was given to Dean and Becky Rhodes to
be used in several projects among the
Caquinte Campa Indians in Peru. May
the Lord bless each of you.

January 4 - We extend love and
congratulations to Megan Bontrager
and Victor Gingerich who were
married here yesterday.

January 28 - Beginning February 3
Gene Troyers will be hosts to Ecias
Acosta from the Dominican Republic
for 6 months. He is in the Trainee
Exchange Program.

January 25 - Jeff Miller, a member at
East Union, will be departing on
February 18 for a three-year term in
India with EMM. The community is
invited to an evening program where
Jeff will talk about what God is doing
in India and explain the work he will
be involved in there. The program will
be February 8 at 6 pm at East Union.
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East Union has always been a
generous and giving community
of people, whether financially,
through service and prayer, or by
offering time and resources.
Whenever there have been
requests for funds for special
offerings, folks at East Union rise
to the occasion. Here are just a
few examples from the last year:
special fundraiser for Emily Miller
(Daughter of Dennis & Sally
Miller), special offerings for
Raquel Oranday, and the DV
bulletin board fundraiser. The
total amount raised was:
$21,853.00!
With our deepest gratitude and
thanks, we want to thank each of
you for your tremendous generosity, and we look forward to
your continued giving of time,
talent, and financial resources in
the coming year. Let’s get excited
to see how and where God will
call us to be people of generosity.
Peace and blessings,
pastor Joel Beachy

One of our winter CHOW activities for the last several years has been to pack meals for the Take Away Hunger
organization, represented locally by Ellis and Marcia Miller. They come early, set up the assembly lines, bring all
of the food, and supervise our packing. What is Take Away Hunger? Quoting from their website, “Take Away
Hunger is a food organization that unifies teams of people who package specialized rice based soy casserole
mixture which is used locally and overseas. It is based on the simple principle of people helping people, in this
instance, even kids! Take Away Hunger not only nourishes hungry children, but the spirits of the volunteers who
pack the meals.”
Each line of 10-12 people (children included) at East Union will package approximately 1728 meals in an hour or
less, at a cost of 25 cents per meal or $432. We would like to have four lines in our foyer which means about 50
people and $1728. A little more money will allow us to pack a few more meals or to help with shipping expenses.
Where does the food go? Often overseas to an area of need, but also some of the product stays in Iowa for the
Iowa Backpack Programs in our area.
Make this CHOW a priority! Come and eat a light meal with us, then help us pack. If not all are needed packing,
help quilt or knot a comforter in the fellowship hall!

Crowded Closet is on the move!
The Crowded Closet will move in early 2019 to Pepperwood Plaza,
851Highway 6 in Iowa City. Regulations in Iowa City require an
occupancy permit before anything can be moved there. As of this
writing, we don’t know when the building will be ready for that permit,
but likely in late January or early February. Then you will see the
move process begin!

How can you help?
 Have you thought about being a “first responder”? These people will have short term projects/commitments to
help get the store ready such as painting, assembly, set-up.
 Can you help carry boxes when a department moves? There’s a possibility you may be working alongside a
Hawkeye football team member.
 Do you have a day job or school responsibilities? Would you come with a group (Sunday School class, MYF,
group of friends) on an evening or a Saturday to help?
 Have you considered volunteering a few hours, a day, or several days each month? Why?
 To make a difference with needs both locally and around the world
 To make new friends and develop relationships with other volunteers
 “It sure beats sitting in a rocking chair all day!”
 Think about it! Many Crowded Closet volunteers are older people who are limited by sore backs, knees, hips!
We look forward to some younger, energetic people to assist with this move!
If you would like to help, contact the volunteer coordinator, Christine Maust Beachy or East Union representative
to the Crowded Closet Association, Grace Rempel.
Be sure to visit the Crowded Closet soon and check out the special sales!
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Submitted by Grace Rempel

Mennonite Women Meeting - January 8
Join Together
in Song

Scripture: Psalm 100:2
Devotional Leader: Verna Zook
Project: Infant Care Kits
Soup, Salad, & Dessert

Prayer Walk
CHOW - Wednesday, January 9

Sunday, January 6
3 pm

Midweek Potluck
Wednesday, January 23
Resuming in January at 6 pm on the 4th Wednesday of the month, until April. The purpose of this
is for fellowship and an opportunity to get to know
others better. We are asking people to bring their
own table service as well as a dish or two to
share. If you did not join us in the fall, please
consider coming this winter/spring! Questions?
Please contact Catrina Miiller, Grace Rempel or
Joel Beachy.

East Union Mennonite Church Contact Information
5615 Gable Ave. SW
PO Box 760
Kalona, Iowa 52247
Phone: 319-656-2590
Email: eucares@kctc.net
Website:
eastunionmennonite.org

Pastor:
Joel Beachy - 319.591.0187
Elders:
Larry Detweiler - 319.828.4461
Wanda Yoder - 319.430-6406
Will Miller - 319.461.4115
Karen Harvey - 319.656.3009
Office Manager:
Crystal Wade - 319.541.8894
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*Published monthly by and for the
friends of East Union Mennonite
Church.
Articles for the February edition of
the Second Century Chronicle are
due by Sunday, January 20. All
contributions are encouraged and
welcome!

The East Union Family A Year in Review
On January 10 East Union once again participated in Take
Away Hunger to provide food to areas in need overseas, as well
as the Iowa Backpack program in our area.

2018

In loving Memory
Edna Yoder
Wally Fisher
Harold Blosser

On February 11 the IMS Touring Choir
made a visit To East Union.

Ryan Knepp
Ronald Draper
Frank Hochstetler
On June 15 The men of East Union gathered at the home of Nelson & Mary Miller
for their annual Churrasco.

Vacation Bible School -

June 4 - 8

Over 200 kids from East Union, Kalona Mennonite
and the community came together for a great time
and a Rolling River Rampage! Our mission for Vacation Bible School was to raise money to send to MCC
for clean water projects in Mozambique. The children
were able to raise $2,776.58 for the mission!

On August 5
We celebrated Pastor Joel’s
call of God on his life as he
was ordained and entered
into a covenant leadership
with East Union.

Summer 2nd Hour
From June 10 through
August 26, many of us
participated in Summer
2nd Hour! We made
cookies for the Summer
Lunch Program, sang
hymns at Pleasantview
Home, ate a picnic at the
Kalona Park, played outdoor games & activities,
heard intergenerational
stories, participated in a
Bible scavenger hunt,
had Camp East Union and
so much more!

Courage Ride - August 18

Courage Ride is an annual bike ride through
rural Iowa that honors the life of Seth
Bailey, son of Tom & Jackie. Since 2005, the
ride has raised over $450,000 for sarcoma
research. All proceeds from the event
benefit the Holden Comprehensive Cancer
Center Sarcoma Program.
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On November 17 EU women, family & friends ventured
to Chicago for a fun-filled day
of shopping. A total of 35
ladies made the journey to
IKEA & Woodfield Mall.
Everyone had a great time!
We were also able to send
$221 to My Coins Count via
Iowa Mennonite Relief Sale.
Thank you to all who
went along!
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JANUARY 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Wed
2

3

Dorothy Helmuth
Clayton White
Joel & Catrina
Miiller

6 Morning
Worship 9:30am

Prayer Walk
3 pm

7
Jacob Geyer

8

9

13 Morning

Simon Detweiler
Emily Yoder
Linda Tones
Victor & Megan
Gingerich ‘09

10

Mennonite
Women

CHOW

Sarena Gerber

Thu

Fri
4

Sat
5

Iva Showalter
Nick Santoro

11

Lori Hochstetler
Jerre & Tammi
Erb ‘81

Blake
Hemachandra

12

14

15

16

17

18

Tim Yoder

Joe Fernau
Warren & Emily
Yoder ‘17

Etta Graber

Elizabeth Rhodes

Annie Yoder

Dale Troyer

20 Morning

21

22

23

24

25

26

Dennis Miller
Matt Rhodes
Allie Guengerich

Lois Gugel

Nita Miller

Angela Beary
Dale Miller

Worship 9:30am

Worship 9:30am
Lauri Droll

Letha Yoder
Pam Stoltzfus
Tim Litwiller

27 Morning
Worship 9:30am
Nora Dickel
Barb Schlabach

28

Church Council
Mtg 7 pm

29
Michael Santoro
Tucker Rhodes

Mid-Week Potluck

30

31

Gladys Schlabaugh
Frank Hochstetler
Stacey Milani
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