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Denominationalism is dead. We can only hope. At least if we are talking about “the emphasizing denominational differ-
ences to the point of being narrowly exclusive: sectarianism.”1 Our society is in a de-institutionalization mode. People are 
skeptical of organizations and worry about leadership. The pushback has been both positive and negative. On the one 
hand, it is important to question methodology for how we define our relationships as churches. On the other hand, we are 
in a moment in time where skepticism is rampant, and fear is a driving force. We worry that we are being “hoodwinked,” 
and within this climate, we begin to forget the benefits of doing church, together.  
 

Recently, our denominational executive director, Glen Guyton, wrote an article entitled, “The Little Green Dove and Our 
Journey Forward.” In it he describes the hope that he has for the future of Mennonite Church USA. I think he does a good 
job of putting forth some realistic, but general, observations and critique of the current denomination. Guyton suggests, 
“What was built in 2001 has an honorable foundation, but the current structure is not the vehicle that will carry us for-
ward.”2 In the article, he also calls the church and individuals to the following: 
 

 Be gracious to those that don’t live a life of spiritual perfection. 

 Have a mind to work. 

 Journey forward together. 

 Understand that you are MC USA. 

 Plant good seed. 

 Support the ministry work of local congregation, area conference and denomination.3 
 

Guyton explains what each of these mean, but I also want to speak to my hope for what he offers. In order to do church 
well together, we must realize that we are just people doing the best we can. Our best is not what we hope, but we know 
that doing this together is part of what our Anabaptist roots have taught us. We understand who God is better in commu-
nity, so a large amount of patience, compassion, grace, and mercy are needed as we work at this together.  
 

Secondly, there is work ahead. The structures that served us well in the past do not seem to function like they once did. 
This requires us to think creatively. It also requires us to seek ways to support one another, including our local congrega-
tions, our local Mennonite organizations (IMS, Crooked Creek, Crowded Closet, Kalona’s Everence branch, local MDS & 
MCC efforts), our conference, and our denomination. These organizations need our support to function well for the pur-
poses they were designed.  
 

Thirdly, Guyton calls us to give up our “passive aggressive”4 culture. This may rub us the wrong way, but it is true. We are 
called to speak truth to one another in love. We must find ways to be more direct. We must say what we mean and mean 
what we say in all that we do. This is not easy. There are past hurts, and we are prone to skepticism for the future. Guyton 
expresses this in an encounter he had, 
 

Togetherness is hard work. We have to let go of our painful past in order to move forward. A denominational leader 
recently told me that I was foolish to believe this [MC USA organizations working together] could happen. His history 
of hurt, disappointment and incompetence within our structure was too fresh. It was too raw for him.5 

 

Fourthly, Guyton offers an important reminder that each of us is MC USA. We are potentially a part of any solutions that 
are needed for the denomination as we move forward. The same could be said at the conference or even congregational 
levels. We have to be ready to listen and ready to speak. We have been called to worship and follow God in this location 
and at this time. For this reason, it is imperative that we continue to find ways to do that faithfully and effectively, so that 
all those who choose to follow God may do so. 
 

Fifthly, Guyton calls us to “plant good seed.”6 We sometimes become overanxious with a results-oriented approach to our 
faith. We assume that we must weed out any and all potential dangers to what has been planted. Although we need to 
remain attentive, Guyton reminds us that weeding is a part of God’s role. We have been called to simply continue planting 
and tending the good work that God has started at East Union Mennonite Church (for 135 years!).  
 
               (continued on page 2) 
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30 years ago: 1989 

February 12 - Tonight is family 

night. Plan to spend time with your 

family. Entertain neighbors, friends, or 

persons who do not have family 

members nearby, or try a new activity 

or start a good book to read aloud 

(our library has a number to choose 

from.) Have fun! 

February 26 - The song, “Trinity’s 

Prayer,” that was sung by the quartet 

for Call to Worship, was composed 

and written by Armona Redenius for 

the centennial of her church in Fort 

Dodge, IA, and given to friend Col-

leen Stoltzfus as a gift to be sung in 

our worship service.   

 

20 years ago: 1999 

February 7 - Prayer Reminders/

Special concerns: Group from East 

Union going to Honduras - Nelson & 

Mary, James & Ruth, Loren & Elvesta, 

Alvin & Marianna, Gaylord, Jim, Chris, 

Aaron, & Doug 

February 14 - There will be a gigan-

tic garage sale on Sat., March 6 at the 

B-4 Building in Kalona, from 7:30 a.m. 

to 3:00 p.m. All proceeds will be used 

for IMS Spanish student trips. Dona-

tions of good quality items are wel-

come and encouraged. This is a great 

way to support the Spanish program 

at IMS and at the same time get a 

head start on your spring house 

cleaning!   

 

10 years ago: 2009 

February 1 - If anyone is interested 

in making a wall-hanging to give to a 

new owner of a MDS house, let Lau-

ralee know so they can be made to 

the dimensions wanted.  

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage 

60 years ago: 1959 

February 1 - West Union and East 

Union young married folks will meet on 

Thursday evening at 7:30 at I. M. S. for 

an evening of recreation. Each family 

bring a pie and own silverware. 

February 8 - Joe Russel born January 

29 to Leo and Ruby Cutshall. 

 

50 years ago:  1969 

February 2 - This past week Larry 

Rediger, Dwight Schumann, and Eric 

Thirtle were working at the Jeff-Vander-

Lou Project in St. Louis. 

February 23 - Mr. and Mrs. James 

Boller, Spring City, Penna., are the par-

ents of a son, Jeffery Alan, born Febru-

ary 15.  

 

 40 years ago: 1979 

February 4 - We are happy to have 

Brother Boyd Nelson with us today to 

lead in both of our services. Brother 

Nelson has served with Mennonite 

Board of Missions since 1952 and is 

currently secretary of church relations. 

He is also serving half time on the pas-

toral team at First Mennonite in Iowa 

City.  

February 18 - Mary and David Charles  

are parents of a baby girl born Sunday, 

February 11. The baby is in University 

Hospital and is presently in unstable 

condition.  

 (continued from page 1) 
 

Finally, Guyton suggests that part of 
our participation in the church is 
supporting these organizations finan-
cially. I have been thankful for East 
Union’s willingness to participate in 
our congregation, in Central Plains 
Mennonite Conference, and Men-
nonite Church USA by giving finan-
cially from our first fruits offerings. 
This demonstrates an investment in 
all that these three organizations 
provide. I am mindful of all the ways 
that East Union continues to help 
those within and outside of the 
church on a regular basis. We do this 
as individuals (volunteering, serving, 
giving, etc.) and as a congregation. I 
am also grateful to both Central 
Plains Mennonite Conference and 
Mennonite Church USA for the many 
ways that they support us and our 
ministries. They also provide us with 
frameworks that allow our ministries 
to extend far beyond our walls or 
even our community. Likewise, both 
the denomination and conference 
connect us to a body of believers 
that is far greater than what we can 
accomplish on our own. There is 
hope. Hope for East Union. Hope for 
Central Plains Mennonite Confer-
ence. And hope for Mennonite 
Church USA. May God continue to 
bless the efforts of these three im-
portant organizations. May it be so. 
See note.7 
 

Peace and blessings, 
pastor Joel Beachy 
 
___________________________ 
 

1. Merriam-Wester, s.v. 
“denominationalism,” accessed Janury 
24, 2109, http://mennoniteusa.org/
menno-snapshots/the-little-green-dove-
and-our-journey-forward/. 
2. Guyton, Glen. “The Little Green Dove 
and Our Journey Forward.” Mennonite 
Church USA. January 2019. Accessed 
January 24, 2019. http://
mennoniteusa.org/menno-snapshots/the
-little-green-dove-and-our-journey-
forward/. 
3. Guyton, “Little Green Dove.” 
4. Guyton, “Little Green Dove.” 
5. Guyton, “Little Green Dove.” 
6. Guyton, “Little Green Dove.” 
7. Note: Please be sure to check out the 
article for yourself. You can find it at: 
http://mennoniteusa.org/menno-
snapshots/the-little-green-dove-and-our-
journey-forward/. 
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CHOW Event on Wednesday, January 10th 9th 

For I was hungry and you  

gave me something to eat. 
 

   Matthew 25:35 
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Mennonite Women Meeting - February 5 
Hear the Word 

of the Lord 

Scripture:  Psalm 119:105 
 

Devotional Leader: Becky Yoder 
 

Project: Kalona Food Pantry 
 

Soup & Sandwiches 

5615 Gable Ave. SW 

PO Box 760 

Kalona, Iowa 52247 

 

Phone: 319-656-2590 

Email: eucares@kctc.net 

Website: 

eastunionmennonite.org 

Pastor:   

Joel Beachy - 319.591.0187 

Elders: 

Larry Detweiler - 319.828.4461 

Wanda Yoder - 319.430-6406 

Will Miller - 319.461.4115 

Karen Harvey - 319.656.3009 

Office Manager: 

Crystal Wade - 319.541.8894 

East Union Mennonite Church Contact Information 

*Published monthly by and for the 

friends of East Union Mennonite 

Church. 

Articles for the March edition of  

the Second Century Chronicle are 

due by Sunday, February 17.  All 

contributions are encouraged and 

welcome! 

 

CHOW -  Wednesday, February 13 

The Fractal class is in charge of the program and 

Caleb Detweiler is going to talk about Living 

Wills and Powers of Attorney. The Stewards Class 

is in charge of the meal.  

Midweek Potluck  - Wednesday, February 23 

 

February is Food Pantry month at East Union  

Mennonite Women and the Shekinah Sunday School class are once again  or-

ganizing a food drive to help stock the Kalona Food Pantry at the United Chris-

tian Baptist Church. Remember to bring your donations starting next Sunday, 

February 3rd! Let’s pack the back of the sanctuary!  

What to Bring: canned fruit/vegetables, canned soup, canned protein (meat, peanut 

butter, beans), cereals, pasta, rice, boxed meals, dish soup, bar soup, personal hygiene 

items (tissue, toothbrush/paste, deodorant), calendars, cake mix, cookies, Jell-O, pud-

ding, and donations for fresh produce & meat 
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 FEBRUARY  2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

1 
 

Marianna Miller 

Joe Martinez 

Bev Swartzentruber 

Mike & Beth 

  Carolan ‘10 

2 

 

3 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 

 

 

Herb Miller 

 

 
 

4 
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Mennonite              

Women 

 

Madalyn Carolan 

Adina Miller 

David & Chris 

   Charles ‘77 

6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 

 

Catrina Miller 

LaMar Miller 

 

 

 8 
 

Ken Hochstedler 

 

9 

 

Tim & Denise 

  Litwiller ‘02 

 

 

IMS Chili Supper 

10 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 
 

 

 

11 

 

 

Byron Miller 

12 

Kara Yoder 

Doyle Geyer 

Jonathan    

  Hershberger 

Linda & Chris 

  Tones ‘05 

13 

 

Bea Knepp 

 

 

CHOW 

14 

 

 

 

 

 

Linnea Slabaugh 

15 

 

James Miller 

Jeff Boller 

Jeff Swartzentruber 

Jace Rempel 

 

16 

 

Jeremy Yoder 

17 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 

 

 

 

18 

 

 

 

 

 

19 

 

 

Vince Rhodes 

Aiden Kolck 

20 
 

 

 

 

 

21 

 

 

 

 

22 

 

 

Tina Erb 

23 

 

 

Loretta Kauffman 

Ed & Anna  

  Yoder ‘56 

24 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 

 

 

25 

 

 

 

 

 

26 
 

Fiona Graber 

Dale & Linda  

  Miller ‘59 

27 
 

 

Dave Yoder 

Emma George 

 

 

 

Mid-Week Potluck 

28 

 

 

  

 


