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Recently, we observed Peace Sunday. This special Sunday service has been observed since 2006 at the prompting of 
the Mennonite World Conference’s Peace Commission.  Each year, across the globe, Anabaptists and Mennonites from 
around the world celebrate Peace Sunday. Mennonite World Conference encourages national denominations, confer-
ences, and congregations to take at least one Sunday a year to consider the ramifications of peace’s presence, or its 
lack thereof, within our communities and cultures.  
 

This semester at Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary I am taking a course entitled, Christian Attitudes of War, 
Peace, and Revolution. We are reading famous early Christian writers and more contemporary authors to better under-
stand the conversation around peace that has taken place throughout the history of the church. We consider the words 
of writers like Augustine, Thomas Aquinas, John Howard Yoder, and Alan Kreider. Part of what we are learning is that 
understanding peace and nonresistance is a complex and difficult process. Its roots stretch back to the inception of the 
church and earlier. 
 

Scripture is full of references to peace. In the Old Testament, לֹום )  שָׁ Shalom( is used hundreds of times. Its meaning is 
broader than simply, “peace.” It means wholeness and completeness. The New Testament word for peace in Greek is, 
εἰρήνη (Eirene – sounds like ayraynay(. Both of these words mean more than just the absence of war. There is implied 
that something positive is also in the place of war or conflict. The Bible Project explores the meaning of peace in a vid-
eo, entitled Shalom – “Peace.” They state that Shalom or Eirene can refer to a stone that is complete or whole, without 
crack or blemish. It could also mean a completed wall, with no stone missing or out of place. The concept behind Sha-
lom is that this completeness means nothing is lacking. That is why people can be described as being in a state of Sha-
lom. Within the Jewish tradition, greetings often include Shalom because it wishes the person you encounter would be 
whole or complete, to have what he or she needs. 
 

Life is complex. There are so many moving parts. It is easy for one aspect of our lives to be out of line. When there are 
broken pieces in our lives, they need to be restored or made whole. The same is true for our relationships. When we 
are at odds with one another, there also needs to be a way to restore those broken relationships. This is why true 
peace is so complex. Peace is not just the absence of war or conflict. It is also the act of working diligently towards 
whole and complete relationship.  
 

Thomas Aquinas has a super long study (table of contents is 150 pages( called, Summa Theologica. Part of his study 
includes writings on charity, peace, and war. Within the context of writing about these three areas, Aquinas talks about 
schism, “a split or division between strongly opposed sections or parties, caused by differences in opinion or belief.” He 
describes schism as,  
 

a special sin, for the reason that the schismatic intends to sever himself [sic] from that unity which is the 
effect of charity: because charity unites not only one person to another with the bond of spiritual love, but 
also the whole Church in unity of spirit. 

 

We are prone to disunity in any context, including the church. When our interests collide with one another, we often 
hurt each other and create brokenness. Peace calls us to restore those broken relationships and continue to seek out 
wholeness, not just for ourselves, but for each and every person. This is the difficult and more complex path than simp-
ly not having conflict. We, as the body of Christ, as the church, are called to Shalom and Eirene, to wholeness and com-
pleteness. May we continue to work towards this at East Union in the coming year. May it be so. 
 

Peace and blessings,  pastor Joel Beachy 
 
_____________________________________________ 
 
1. “Word Studies,” The Bible Project, accessed September 26, 2018, https://thebibleproject.com/all-videos/word-studies/. 
2. “Word Studies.” 
3. “Schism Definition - Google Search,” accessed September 26, 2018, https://www.google.com/search?
q=schism+definition&oq=schism&aqs=chrome.0.0j69i57j0l4.3711j1j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8.  

https://youtu.be/oLYORLZOaZE
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30 years ago: 1988 

October 2 - Farm Crisis Meetings 

will be held at Lower Deer Creek 

Church tonight at 7 pm and Tuesday 

at 7:30 pm. Lester & Winifred Ewy, 

MCC farm crisis contact persons, will 

share of their personal experience 

with losing a farm & current farm 

issues. 

October 30 - Firman Gingerich,  

pastor of Bonneyville Mennonite 

Church, Bristol, IN, will lead the   

Kalona Mennonite Church in a series 

of spiritual life meetings Oct 30 - Nov 

2. You are invited to join them for 

these meetings.  

 

20 years ago: 1998 

October 18 - MYF: Nintendo night 

at the church at 7:00. Bring your own 

drink and bag of microwave popcorn. 

However, if IMS or Mid-Prairie volley-

ball wins on Tues. night, Nintendo 

night will be postponed till a later 

date.  

 

10 years ago: 2008 

October 12 - Congratulations and 

best wishes to Jill & Bill Hartsock on 

the birth of their son, Braden Joseph 

who was born on Friday, Oct 3. Also 

congratulations to first time  grand-

parents, Ed & Jane Miller and great-

grandmother Edith Boese.  

October 26 - Sunday, November 

9th, Pleasant View Mennonite Church 

in Mt. Pleasant will be celebrating 

their 50th anniversary. There will be a 

special 10:30 worship service, as well 

as a fellowship meal and special time 

of sharing afterward. Former pastor 

David Boshart will be the guest 

preacher.   

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage 

60 years ago: 1958 

October 5 - A. Lloyd Swartzendruber 

is serving on the 10th anniversary     

program this morning at the Daytonville 

Church. 

October 19 - A son, Wendell Kirk, 

born to Mr. and Mrs. Waldo Fisher on 

October 12.  

October 19 - A daughter, Paula Rene, 

born to Mr. and Mrs. Ike Yoder on  

October 7. 
 

 

50 years ago:  1968 

October 13 - Mr. and Mrs. Marvin 

Stoltzfus are the parents of a son, Todd 

Michael, born October 8.  

October 27 - We welcome Keith 

Dickel back with us again. He returned 

home recently following his I-W service.  

  

40 years ago: 1978 

October 8 - We extend our congratu-

lations to Clayton and Tina Hersh-

berger. They were united in marriage at 

a 2 p.m. ceremony yesterday at the 

Wellman Asbury United Methodist 

Church. 

October 15 - Members being received 

by letter this morning are: Arnold and 

Wilma Boller from Whitestone      

Mennonite, Hesston, Kansas; and Doug 

and Pam Stoltzfus from West Union and 

Lower Deer Creek respectively.  

A smile costs nothing, 
but gives much,                       

It enriches those  who 
receive, without making 
poorer those who give,    
It takes but a moment,   

yet the memory of it     
may last forever.                   
A smile creates              

happiness in the home, 
fosters goodwill in      

business and is the sign 
of friendship.                            
It brings rest                            
to the weary,                   

cheer to the discouraged, 
sunshine to the sad,      
and is nature’s best        
antidote to trouble.          

Yet a smile cannot be 
bought, begged,              

borrowed, or stolen;      
For it is of no value to    

anyone else unless             
it is given away.            

Some people are too 
tired to give you a smile. 
Give them one of yours. 
No one needs a smile as 
much as those who have 

none to give.  
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Camp East  

Union 2018  
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Mennonite Women Meeting - October 2 
Come to 

God’s House 

Scripture:  Genesis 28:16-17 
 

Devotional Leader: Dorothea Moberly 
 

Project: Cash for Jose & Raquel Gutierrez 
 

Lasagna 

5615 Gable Ave. SW 

PO Box 760 

Kalona, Iowa 52247 

 

Phone: 319-656-2590 

Email: eucares@kctc.net 

Website: 

eastunionmennonite.org 

Pastor:   

Joel Beachy - 319.591.0187 

Elders: 

Larry Detweiler - 319.828.4461 

Wanda Yoder - 319.430-6406 

Will Miller - 319.461.4115 

Karen Harvey - 319.656.3009 

Office Manager: 

Crystal Wade - 319.541.8894 

East Union Mennonite Church Contact Information 

*Published monthly by and for the 

friends of East Union Mennonite 

Church. 

Articles for the November edition 

of the Second Century Chronicle 

are due by Sunday, October 21.    

All contributions are encouraged    

and welcome! 

Month at a Glance 
Monday, October 1 - Senior Saints Day 

Tuesday, October 2 - Mennonite Women 

Saturday, October 6 - Guest Host Night or Noon 

Sunday, October 7 - Guest Host Night or Noon 

Wednesday, October 10 - CHOW 

Sunday, October 21 - Church Exchange & Potluck 

Tuesday, October 23 - Church Council Meeting 

Wednesday, October 24 - Mid-Week Potluck 

Wednesday, October 10 - CHOW 

6 - 6:30 pm Supper 

6:45 - 7:45 pm activities for all ages.  

 Come hear Nyle Kauffman share about 

the history of medical care in Washing-

ton County in the past 130 years. 

 

Wednesday, October 24 - 

Mid Week Potluck  

 Bethel AME Church people have been 

invited to be our guests. We hope many 

East Union folks will make the extra  

effort to come this night and spend time 

visiting with our guests.  

Senior Saints Day 

October 1 

East Union’s  75 year olds and older 
(and their spouses( will gather        
together for Senior Saints Day. We are 
excited to learn more about conscien-
tious objecting during World War 1. 
Ann Miller, daughter of Paul and 
Laura Miller, will be presenting. 
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  october  2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 

1 

Senior Saints 

Day 

 

Keith Dickel 

Bobbie Hershberger 

Carey & Joani 

  Miller ‘11 

2 

Mennonite              

Women 

 

Jerry & Lou 

  Miller ‘76 

 

Worship Committee   

Meeting 7pm 

3 

 

 

Braden Hartsock 

 

 

 

 

Choir practice  7pm 

4 

 

 

LeMar & Kenlyn 

  Miller ‘96 

 

 

 

5 

 

 

Edward Miller 

Hannah Erb 

6 

 

Guest Host     

Night or Noon 

 

Trent & Tammy 

  Yoder ‘01 

7 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 

Guest Host       

Night or Noon 

 

Sheldon Yoder 

Clayton & Tina 

  Hershberger ‘78 

8 

 

 

Behla Schmidt 

Sam Yoder 

Ruby Fernau 

 

9  
 

 

Evelyn Charles 

10 

 

 

CHOW 

Choir practice   

11 

 

Lori Gerber 

Elspeth Charles 

 12 
 

James & Tina 

  Erb ‘91 

13 

 

Julie Yoder 

14 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 
 

 

15 

 

David Charles 

16 

 

Doug & Pam 

  Stoltzfus ‘76 

 

 

17 

 

Sally Miller 

Tiffany Fisher 

 

 

 

Choir practice  7pm 

18 

 

Lauralee Kauffman 

19 

 

Linda Miller 

Greg & Lisa 

  Schmidt ‘96 

20 

 

Mark Atkinson 

21 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 

 

Church Exchange 

& Potluck 

 

 

Brad Hershberger 

22 

 

 

 

23 

 

Kara Groenewold 

 

 

 

 

Church Council 

Mtg 7 pm 

24 
Don & Verna  

  Zook ‘70 

Joe & Carmen 

  Fernau ‘09 

 

 

 

Mid-Week Potluck 
Choir practice  

25 

 

Emma Brenneman 

26 

 

Ervin Miller 

Audrey Miller 

27 

 

Dorothea Moberly 

 

 

28  Morning  

Worship 9:30am 

 

 

 

29 

 

Denny Yoder 

Tom Miller & 

  Rebecca Beachy 

  Miller ‘05 

30 
 

Jenna Boller 

Laura Miller 

31 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Choir practice  7pm 

   
 

 


