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From the Pastor’s Desk
Generous hospitality is one of the covenant spiritual practices that Central Plains Mennonite Conference churches
have committed to. It is one of six spiritual practices that we hope to engage regularly when we gather together in
our churches and as we worship together across the conference. Here is the spiritual practice on hospitality:
Spiritual Practice #4 – “We will accept and offer hospitality, believing it creates the context for God’s kingdom to
appear in our midst, particularly as we minister to the poor, the hungry, the prisoner and the stranger.” In this
practice, we understand that we are not always serving the poor, hungry, and prisoner, but we are often strangers
to one another. By offering fellowship, we hope to create opportunities for strangers to become our friends.
Two recent ways that we have attempted hospitality is through the church exchange with Wood River Mennonite
Church, from Nebraska, and the potluck where we hosted Bethel AME of Iowa City. Wood River Mennonite lies
approximately six hours west of Kalona. At 1,300 residents, Wood River is a similar small, rural community to
Kalona, and their congregation faces some of the same struggles and experiences some of the same joys that we
do. Relating to pastor Matthew Troyer-Miller and the visiting members was a joy. Bethel AME represents a
different context to our own. Established 150 years ago, the congregation is comprised of well-educated and
entrepreneurial members. Like First Mennonite of Iowa City, they often have students from the University of Iowa
who attend. This can present heartache when students or faculty move to other locations across the country.
When we think of generous hospitality, there are many examples throughout scripture. A striking example of
hospitality from the Old Testament is when Elijah is served a final meal by the Syrian widow.
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Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, 9 “Go now to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and live
there; for I have commanded a widow there to feed you.” 10 So he set out and went to Zarephath. When he
came to the gate of the town, a widow was there gathering sticks; he called to her and said, “Bring me a little
water in a vessel, so that I may drink.” 11 As she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a
morsel of bread in your hand.” 12 But she said, “As the Lord your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of meal in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; I am now gathering a couple of sticks, so that I may go home and
prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die.” 13 Elijah said to her, “Do not be afraid; go and do
as you have said; but first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterwards make something for
yourself and your son. 14 For thus says the Lord the God of Israel: The jar of meal will not be emptied and the
jug of oil will not fail until the day that the Lord sends rain on the earth.” 15 She went and did as Elijah said, so
that she as well as he and her household ate for many days. 16 The jar of meal was not emptied, neither did the
jug of oil fail, according to the word of the Lord that he spoke by Elijah.
I Kings 17:8-16 (NRSV)

In this account, Elijah depends on a widow’s willingness to give her last meal away. It not only is an amazing
display of generous hospitality, but her gift also demonstrates an immense amount of faith. Faith, that God is our
provider and will always provide for us. This also speaks to why we are called to generous hospitality in our
churches. When we share with each other we are consistently reminded of God’s provision. We remember that
we are but stewards of what God has created, and we remember that it is in the breaking of bread and drinking
from the cup that we understand what it means to be Christ followers.
My hope for East Union is that we continue to embrace these opportunities to offer hospitality to other churches
and communities. We, too, need to receive the hospitality that is offered to us, as it also reminds us of God’s
provision. May we continue to learn to better see and know who God is through opportunities of giving and
receiving hospitality. May it be so.
Peace and blessings,
pastor Joel Beachy

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage
30 years ago: 1988
November 6 - Congratulations to
Marv & Paulette Hershberger on the
birth of their son, Bradley Jay,
October 21. And to big brother,
Jonathan who is pleased with his
arrival, too!

60 years ago: 1958
November 2 - We take this opportunity to thank the WASA for the gift of
plum butter. Bro. & Sister A. Lloyd
Swartzendruber and Bro. & Sister J.
John J. Miller.
November 23 - Euhriam and Dora
Hershberger will observe their 63rd
wedding anniversary Friday, Nov 28.
November 30 - 82% of the questionnaires collected last Sunday favored
regular Sunday evening services at the
Kalona Church. Other suggestions given
on the questionnaires will give guidance
on those who will be elected in the near
future to plan these services.

50 years ago: 1968
November 3 - A. Lloyd will share with
you his resignation, concerns, and his
future plans. You will be given an
opportunity for your response.
November 10 - Mr. and Mrs. Dan
Dickel will be observing their Golden
Wedding Anniversary on Thursday,
November 14. No open house is
planned but friends and relatives are
welcome to visit them during the week.

40 years ago: 1978
November 12 - Lonnie is attending a
Young Adults Retreat at Twin Lakes
Bible Camp with a number of young
adults from our congregation.

November 20 - Wanted: Volunteers
to go to McAllen and Brownsville, TX
for one or two weeks during this
month or next month. Eldon
Gingerich is there in charge of
tornado clean-up.

20 years ago: 1998
November 1 - Congratulations and
best wishes to Ralph and Cindy Fisher
and big sister, Amanda on the birth of
Tiffany Eve. Tiffany was born October
17 and weighed 7 lb, 4 oz, and was 20
inches long.
Novem ber 15 - A. Lloyd
Swartzendruber will be 95 years old
on November 24. A card shower has
been suggested for him.

10 years ago: 2008
November 2 - Birthday Surprise! A
surprise card shower is planned in
celebration of Mabel (J. John) Miller’s
90th birthday on November 11. She
was born on the original Armistice
Day! You are invited to participate by
sending a card to her address in
Kalona.
November 9 - All women of the
church are invited to a bridal shower
for Megan Bontrager on Saturday,
November 22 at 9:30 a.m. They are
registered at Target, Kohls and
Yotty’s.
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Even though I clutch my
blanket and growl when the
alarm rings every morning,
thank you, Lord, that I can
hear; there are many who are
deaf.
Even though I keep my eyes
tightly closed against the morning light as long as possible,
thank you, Lord, that I can see;
there are many who are blind.
Even though I huddle in my bed
and put off getting up, thank
you, Lord, that I have the
strength to rise; there are many
who are bedfast.
Even though the first hour of
my day is hectic - socks are lost,
toast is burned, and tempers are
short - thank you, Lord, for my
family; there are many who are
lonely.
Even though our breakfast table
never looks like those in the
magazines and the menu is
sometimes unbalanced, thank
you, Lord, for the food we
have; there are those who are
hungry.
Even though my job is often
monotonous, thank you, Lord,
for the opportunity to work;
there are many who are out of
work.
Even though I grumble from
day to day and wish my circumstances were not quite so
modest, thank you, Lord, for
the gift of life!

SENIOR SAINTS CELEBRATE
A group of grateful Senior Saints gathered in the East Union Fellowship Hall, on October 1. We knew that
Ann Miller would be talking about the Conscientious Objectors of World War I and we didn’t want to miss it.
Ann had done a lot of research and gave us interesting information
about WWI along with stories about her grandfather Henry Miller,
(“Happy Henry.”) Henry was inducted in 1917 and was sent to Camp
Dodge, near Des Moines. From there he was sent to Denning, New
Mexico. While there he refused to take part in the drills and refused to
wear the uniform. He was then court- martialed and sent to prison at Ft.
Leavenworth. Kansas. He had some rough treatment during this time but
was released after 16 months, in 1919. There is a copy of his court-martial
in the book L. David Yoder wrote about the East Union people involved in
WWI and WWII which is in the church library.
Following the presentation, a meal was served to us and as we enjoyed the delicious food, we discussed
various questions about our memories of war time. Joel closed our time together with a blessing.
Thank you, thank you Ann, Joel , all of you who made and served the meal and the ladies that decorated the
room with fall decorations.
Submitted by Lois Gugel

Neighbors are more than people who live next door. Neighbors are more than people in our families
or communities. Through five carefully chosen Bible stories, Who Is My Neighbor VBS leads children
on a journey to discover more about God’s great love. From looking at how to be a neighbor to
diving into what it means to live out our faith, this interactive VBS series will lead children deeply into
Bible stories focused on God’s care and compassion for neighbors close at hand and around the
world. Join us as we discover neighbors near and far!

Mark your calendars for Vacation Bible School at East Union, Aug 5 - Aug 9, 2019!
More information to come! Questions, see Christine Maust Beachy or Lisa Yoder.
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Sunday, November 4
MarriageCare
Breakfast 8 am

Sunday, November 4

Mennonite Women Meeting - November 6
Let’s Worship
Together

Scripture: Matthew 18:20
Devotional Leader: Karen Harvey
Project: Cash for Iowa City Crisis Center
Pizza

Wednesday, November 14
CHOW
6 - 6:30 pm Supper by Dunamis Class
6:45 - 7:45 pm activities for all ages.
Program led by Doulos Class

Women’s Shopping Trip - November 17
Ladies! Come join us for a day of fellowship
and shopping! We’ll leave East Union at 6
am by Kalona Coaches and return around
10:30 pm. Seats are $50/person. Feel free
to invite family and friends! For more information contact Rebecca Beachy Miller.

Wednesday, November 28
Mid Week Potluck

East Union Mennonite Church Contact Information
5615 Gable Ave. SW
PO Box 760
Kalona, Iowa 52247
Phone: 319-656-2590
Email: eucares@kctc.net
Website:
eastunionmennonite.org

Pastor:
Joel Beachy - 319.591.0187
Elders:
Larry Detweiler - 319.828.4461
Wanda Yoder - 319.430-6406
Will Miller - 319.461.4115
Karen Harvey - 319.656.3009
Office Manager:
Crystal Wade - 319.541.8894
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*Published monthly by and for the
friends of East Union Mennonite
Church.
Articles for the December edition
of the Second Century Chronicle
are due by Sunday, November 18.
All contributions are encouraged
and welcome!
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november 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

Fri
2

Sat
3

Norman Schrock
Ruth Boller
Worship Committee
Meeting 7pm

4 Morning
Worship 9:30am

5

6

7

8

Gilbert Troyer

Mennonite
Women

MarriageCare
Breakfast

Worship 9:30am

12

13

14

Janet Geyer
Cindy Fisher

Youth Advocate
Event

Alvin & Marianna
Miller ‘55

15

Morning
Worship 9:30am

19

20

21

17

Nyle & Lauralee
Kauffman ‘02

Darlene Logan

Lisa Yoder
Colleen Stoltzfus

Kara Porter
Brad & Alyssa
Hershberger ‘15

26

27

28

Choir practice
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23
Henry Yoder
Greg & Sarah
Yoder ‘01

Iris Yoder

29

Mid-Week Potluck

Women’s Trip
to Chicago
Charlene Rhodes
Will Higdon

22

Lou Miller
Cade Groenewold
Connor Knepp
Marcia Gingerich

16

CHOW

Choir practice 7 pm

25

Omar Schlabaugh
Jalise Bailey
Heidi Gingerich
Detweiler

Choir practice

Donald Zook

Worship 9:30am

10

Grace Rempel
Joel Miller
Norman & Joyce
Schrock ‘75

Josie Miller

18 Morning

9

Choir practice 7 pm

Joel Beachy
Denise Litwiller

11 Morning

Annual Business
Meeting

Pleasantview Home Benefit Sale

30
Steve & Tina
Dachtler ‘91

24

