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From the Pastor’s Desk
Thanksgiving is upon us, and the Advent season is soon to begin. During this time of year, there is often an emphasis
towards thinking about what we are thankful for. As we consider those things for which we are thankful, it is important to remember and acknowledge the greatness of our God. The one who created us and everything around
us. The creator of the moon and stars. The creator of the creeks, rivers, and oceans. The creator of the grass for
cattle and sheep. The one who knitted us together in our mothers’ wombs. As we remember this, may we place
ourselves in the hands of that same great and wonderful God. Everything we have. Everything we are. Everything
we’ve experienced, and everything we hope for in the future.
The lectionary text for Wednesday, November 21, 2018 is Luke 19:11-26. It involves a parable that Jesus told. In it he
said,
“A nobleman went to a distant country to get royal power for himself and then return. 13 He summoned
ten of his slaves, and gave them ten pounds, and said to them, ‘Do business with these until I come back.’”
Upon his return, the Lord checked in with the slaves and discovered that each had reaped more pounds, except the
final slave who said,
“‘Lord, here is your pound. I wrapped it up in a piece of cloth, 21 for I was afraid of you, because you are a
harsh man; you take what you did not deposit, and reap what you did not sow.’ 22 He said to him, ‘I will
judge you by your own words, you wicked slave! You knew, did you, that I was a harsh man, taking what I
did not deposit and reaping what I did not sow? 23 Why then did you not put my money into the bank?
Then when I returned, I could have collected it with interest.’ 24 He said to the bystanders, ‘Take the pound
from him and give it to the one who has ten pounds.’ 25 (And they said to him, ‘Lord, he has ten pounds!’)
26
‘I tell you, to all those who have, more will be given; but from those who have nothing, even what they
have will be taken away.”
It doesn’t seem fair to us. How do you react to this story? As Jesus followers and as followers of God, we have been
entrusted with much. We have been given the gift to view life through the lens of those who have hope in something bigger and broader than just our own wellbeing, beyond our own wealth, or beyond our possessions. When
we view what God has bestowed upon us as something entrusted into our care, we move from the position of being
consumers, only receiving and using up what we get, to become caretakers. We become caretakers not only of our
money and resources, but of our time, our love, our care for one another, our support, our prayers, our hopes and
dreams for the realization of God’s kingdom.
Being a good steward or being a good caretaker is not just about money, and it is not only about tithing. It is about
more than any of those things. It is about having a manner of gratitude. It is also about being willing to use everything that has been given to us for the benefit of others. Recently, Jay Miiller spoke during a Sunday school hour at
East Union. He talked about life being more than our abled bodies. It is not just about healthy bodies or healthy
minds. It is not just about our ears or eyes or legs or arms. It is also not just about our Spirit. Being a good steward
means being thankful for and using our whole selves for God. Mind. Body. Spirit.
This Thanksgiving and Advent I am most grateful for the greatest gift, Jesus. It is imperative that we accept God’s
offering of his Son as a gift to us. As God’s stewards, we must not keep Jesus to ourselves, but instead, we must
share God and Jesus’ redemptive power to everyone. May God continue to work in each of our lives. At every stage
of life, may we choose to be stewards of God’s gifts. May we have the patience and audacity to live our lives as ones
who have hope and a future in the one who has given everything to us. There is hope. There is hope in God and
God’s kingdom. There is hope in Jesus Christ. May we be good stewards of that hope. May it be so.
Peace and blessings,
pastor Joel Beachy

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage
and Melissa Jo, Loren and Elvesta
Hochstedler and Jodi Sue, Dean and
Becky Rhodes and Steven Joel, Allen
and Kathy Schrock and Shana Marie,
and Norman and Joyce Schrock and
Aaron Matthew.

30 years ago: 1988
60 years ago: 1958
December 7 - The WASA would like
to thank everyone who brought
Christmas gifts for the Glenwood
Home. These things will help to make
their Christmas more pleasant.

50 years ago: 1968
December 1 - Guest Speaker - Martha
Bender, Registered Nurse, who left
Biafra September 15, 1968, will tell of
her work at the hospital in Abiriba and
living in a land where people all around
are starving.
December 8 - Marlan Logan and
Raymon Troyer left Friday morning,
December 6, with the Heifer Project
animals. They planned to spend Saturday
night at Tifton, Georgia and leave for
Miami Sunday noon. On Tuesday
morning they will enplane and accompany the animals for a 5 hour flight to
the Dominican Republic. After spending
several days with Gene Troyer, they will
return Sunday evening, December 15.

40 years ago: 1978
December 17 - Nelson and Mary
Helen Miller are the parents of a son,
Benjamin Nelson, born December 11.
December 31 - Parents and children
taking part in the dedication service this
morning are: Keith and Cindy Dickel

December 4 - Barb Yoder, daughter
of Earl and Edna, was married to
Randy King, Saturday, November 26,
in Houston, TX. We extend our
congratulations to the couple.
December 18 - The children of
Vernon and Marguerite Zook invite
the congregation to share in the
celebration of their parents 50th
Wedding Anniversary. You are all
invited to an open house on Wed.,
Dec 28, from 5-8 pm, at the church.
A brief program will take place at 6:30
pm. Your gift of friendship is
treasured - none other is expected.

May love come alive
within your heart,
as Christmas time

draws near.
May hope fill each room
you decorate, and bring joy
to those you hold dear.
May peace be before you

at every meal ,
and faith ring through

20 years ago: 1998

every song.

December 6 - The MYF will go
Christmas Caroling and deliver fruit
baskets on Wed., Dec 16. Meet at
church at 6:30 pm. Bring a gift box full
of fruit.

For Christ is alive,

10 years ago: 2008
December 7 - Congratulations and
best wishes to Joel and Christine
Maust Beachy of Meridian, Mississippi
on the birth of a son, Isaac Lowell
who was born December 4. Isaac
weighed 7 lbs 8 oz and was 20: long.
First time grandparents are Julie
Beachy and John Beachy, Great grandmother, Lola Faye Erb; and Aunts and
Uncle Elizabeth Beachy and Tom and
Rebecca Beachy Miller.
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the light of the world.
May He bless you
all season long.

Schrag Family Update
Hello to our East Union Family!
We have settled in nicely upon our return East over the summer. Both Greta (11th) and Eden (7th) are attending Dock Mennonite Academy and are enjoying restarting old friendships as well as starting new ones. Eden's
field hockey season ended in mid-October where she played varsity for the middle school. Greta was Liesl in
the fall production of The Sound of Music and is currently playing oboe in the Philadelphia Young Musicians Orchestra.
Meghan works as a Program Director for our County's Health and Human Services department. She oversees
Behavioral Health and Drug/Alcohol initiatives which are funded by Medicaid. Steve is back teaching PE at a
school for severe autistic students. He loves ending his day and not bringing any work (or stress) home! We just
moved into our new house and are excited to start making new memories. Our new house is just a mile away
from where Meghan grew up and is within 5 minutes of most of our family
members. It is also an easy commute for Greta and Eden to school although,
Steve and Meghan both travel over 30 minutes to their respective work locations.
We are thankful for the support the EU family showed us during our time in
Iowa and think of you often. You provided a strong home base for us within
the church community and we so appreciate the relationships with you
all! We are grateful for the wonderful send off from our Sunday School class
and we were overwhelmed with the support we received as we prepared to
move. Thanks to all who helped---attached is a photo of some of our movers for the day. We are missing Steve
& Cade, Joel & Christine, Marv & Betsy, Janet, Ethan, and John & Jeremy. Our apologies if we missed anyone--it
was quite the whirlwind of a time.
As we said at one point in church, we know we don't need to ask you for prayers as you were praying for us
even before you knew we were coming! Thank you for surrounding us with your support.
Please, if you're on the east coast stop by and say hello! You'll always have a place to stay.
Steve, Meghan, Greta and Eden Schrag
436 Yoder Road
Harleysville, PA 19438 (Cell phones remain the same.)

Twenty-five Years of Service
Congratulations to Norman Schrock who on
November 4th, was recognized for 25
years of janitorial service at East Union.
Thank you Norman!
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Mennonite Women Meeting - November 6
Time for
Worship

Scripture: Exodus 31:16
Devotional Leader: Joel Beachy
Project: Hygiene Kits
Guest Day & Potluck

Congregational
Meeting
There will not be
CHOW or Mid-Week
Potluck for December

Wednesday, December 5
6:15 - 8:30 pm
Childcare will be provided.

Sunday,
December
16th

East Union Mennonite Church Contact Information
5615 Gable Ave. SW
PO Box 760
Kalona, Iowa 52247
Phone: 319-656-2590
Email: eucares@kctc.net
Website:
eastunionmennonite.org

Pastor:
Joel Beachy - 319.591.0187
Elders:
Larry Detweiler - 319.828.4461
Wanda Yoder - 319.430-6406
Will Miller - 319.461.4115
Karen Harvey - 319.656.3009
Office Manager:
Crystal Wade - 319.541.8894
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*Published monthly by and for the
friends of East Union Mennonite
Church.
Articles for the January edition of
the Second Century Chronicle are
due by Sunday, December 23. All
contributions are encouraged and
welcome!
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December 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
Chad Miller

2 Morning
Worship 9:30am

3
Elvesta Hochstedler

4

5
Mennonite
Women

Isaac Beachy

9 Morning
Worship 9:30am

10

Worship 9:30am

Children’s
Christmas
Program

17

Morning
Worship 9:30am

James Yoder
Megan Gingerich

24

No Sunday School

13

Kathy Schlabach
Ben Miller

Jack Miller
Ed Yoder
Eli Miller
Conner Moberly
Choir practice 7pm

19

Adrianne Blauvelt
Dale & Charlene
Rhodes ‘65
Gaylord & Shirley
Yoder ‘71

25

Randy Rempel

15

John Beachy

Collin Miller

21

22

Cleo Knepp

Choir practice 7 pm

26

27

Will Miller

Claire Miller
Tamera Erb

31

No Sunday School
Tammy Yoder
Gretta Rempel
James & Ruth
Boller ‘67

14

Worship Committee
Meeting 7pm

20

Christmas Eve
Service 7 pm

30

Carroll Copeland

Ethan Yoder

Tom Meyers

23

8

Congregational
Meeting 6:15-8:30

12

18

7

Tom Bailey
Melanie Schweitzer
Rebecca Rhodes

11

Church Council
Mtg 7 pm

16 Morning

6

Tom Miller
Tim & Katie
Yoder ‘04

6

28

29

