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From the Pastor’s Desk
Immigration has been a topic close to my heart for a long time. I think part of the affection that I feel for those who are
undocumented stems from our own Anabaptist history. We, too, have suffered at the hands of governments who have
deemed Mennonites or other faith groups to be a threat to power and authority. We have stories within this very
church of people who have professed peace that were treated horrifically during World War II. Our Russian descendants had to flee for fear of their lives. Like the Israelites, God can say to us, “you shall love the alien as yourself for you
were aliens in the land of . . . Germany, Switzerland, Netherlands, Russia, Moravia, etc.
Immigration has also been close to my heart because I have met and know special people who have lived in this country as undocumented persons. People with amazing skills and large hearts who demonstrate the love and compassion
that I profess to be at the center of my faith. I think about the Villatoro’s, the Huesca’s, the Gunera’s, and many others.
People who, through no fault of their own, were born into contexts of violence. Seeking a better life for themselves and
their children, they have sought the United States as a possible sanctuary for their families.
In the Old and New Testaments we are told many times to treat those outside of our communities with dignity, love,
and respect.
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You shall not wrong or oppress a resident alien, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt. 22 You shall not
abuse any widow or orphan. 23 If you do abuse them, when they cry out to me, I will surely heed their cry;
Exodus 22:21-23 (NRSV)
33

When an alien resides with you in your land, you shall not oppress the alien. 34 The alien who resides with
you shall be to you as the citizen among you; you shall love the alien as yourself, for you were aliens in the
land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.
Leviticus 19:33-34 (NRSV)
We know that there are many people who are still desperately trying to seek safety and opportunity for themselves
and their families, today. John Garland, a part-time pastor from San Antonio Mennonite Church recently posted a
couple of blogs regarding his personal experiences with immigration. In each post he wrote about “The Circumstance,”
“What you can do,” “A False Myth,” and “A Human.” These examples help to dispel some of the misunderstandings
that we can hold towards persons who are attempting to immigrate to the United States. One example that stayed
with me was about a woman who was stranded on the bridge in Reynosa, Mexico. This was the bridge that our group
traveled several times to and from Iglesia Zoar a year and a half ago. Garland writes,
A Human: On the bridge in Reynosa, I met a woman from Honduras with two small children. She was among about 80
people living on the bridge. She had lost her husband on the journey north. She did not understand why she had to
wait there, and she had no knowledge of the political debate or the policies of our country — she just wanted to
escape the violence. She had been on the bridge for eight days, subsisting on food brought by a church group and
water from a water fountain at the entrance to the bridge. I heard, a few days later, that this bridge was cleared during
the night, only to be filled by new families the next day.
We are called to show mercy to the orphan, the widow, and the alien. As the body of Christ, we must feel compelled to
wrestle with this difficult and complex issue of relating to persons who come to the U.S., regardless of their circumstances. If you are interested in learning more about how Mennonite Church USA has responded to the crisis of immigration over the last years, please feel free to read the statement on immigration at http://mennoniteusa.org/wpcontent/uploads/2015/02/Immigration_Statement_2014Feb151.pdf. One section I would like to highlight from the
statement includes the following:
(Continued on Page 2)

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage
30 years ago: 1988
September 4 - Today in your mailboxes you received the proposed
copies of our church constitution and
articles of incorporation. These will
be voted on at the business meeting
on Sept. 21.

60 years ago: 1958
September 7 - Born to Bro. and Sister
Darrel Hostetler a daughter, Anne
Marie on August 29.
September 7 - The Kalona Church is
taking the voice of the church, by individual council, their wish as to the filling
of their pastoral needs.
September 14 - Offering for painting
the church thus far is $657.44.

50 years ago: 1968
September 1 - Let us be remembering
in prayer our Spiritual Renewal Meetings beginning Sept. 15, with Bro.
Norman Yutzy as our guest speaker.
September 1 - Mr. and Mrs. James
Boller will be leaving Sept. 6 for Spring
City, Pa., where James will be working
in the dairy barns of the State Mental
Hospital.

40 years ago: 1978
September 3 - Keith and Cindy Dickel
are the parents of Melissa Jo. She was
born August 28.
September 24 - Edward and Bobbie
Hershberger are the parents of a daughter, Bethany Erin. She was born on
Tuesday, September 19.

September 11 - We welcome
Dennis Hollinger to our service this
morning, and to our renewal meetings. Dennis is Associate Professor of
Preaching and Church and Society at
the Associated Mennonite Biblical
Seminaries in Elkhart.

20 years ago: 1998
September 6 - Pre-service singing
next Sunday at 9:15 a.m. Throughout
the fall season, we will be singing for
pre-service music on Sunday a month.
Please watch the bulletin for the
announcements for each Sunday.
September 20 - Congratulations
and best wishes to Stacey and Kent
George on the birth of Isabella. She
was born September 14 and weighed
8 lb., 6 oz and was 21 inches long.

(Continued from Page 1)

As Mennonite Christians, we are
moved by the healing and hope
that God offers through Jesus
Christ to join with sisters and
brothers from other faith traditions in offering our faith-filled
responses to this suffering and
injustice. We claim our identity as
citizens of God’s kingdom, and
therefore, as “aliens” and “exiles”
in the country in which we reside.
We renounce the indifference to
and mistreatment of undocumented and documented immigrants
that has occurred and continues to
occur in our congregations, our
communities, and this country. We
are committed to joining God’s
reconciling mission (Isa. 58:6-9, 2
Cor. 5:16-19) and to live and act as
sisters and brothers in Christ regardless of our legal status.

Study materials, entitled “Radical
Hospitality: Responding to the
Issue of Immigration” have also
been created for a small group or
Sunday school class that would like
to study about this complex and
difficult subject. Resources are
available at
www.mennoniteusa.org/resource/
radical-hospitality-corecurriculum/. Please continue to
pray for those who flee violence.
May we find ways to stand with
our brothers and sisters around
the world who are in desperate
need today and any day.

10 years ago: 2008
September 7 - On Saturday,
September 13, Steve and Annie Chapman will be in concert at Iowa Mennonite School, Celebration Hall at
7:00 PM. Suggested donation fee is
$10 per adult.
September 7 - Crooked Creek
Christian Camp announces the
groundbreaking service for Shephard’s
Inn, a retreat center for pastors,
church leadership and other small
groups. Join us at 7 pm, at the site for
a service of celebration. Refreshments
will be served afterwards.
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Peace and blessings,
pastor Joel Beachy
_____________________
Mennonite Church USA,
“Churchwide Statement on Immigration: 2014 Revision of 2003
Statement,” accessed August 17,
2018, http://mennoniteusa.org/wp
-content/uploads/2015/02/
Immigration_Statement_2014Feb151.pdf.

Cookies for Summer Lunch - June 17

Today we baked to serve others!

Outdoor Games & Activities - July 8

Bible Scavenger Hunt - July 15

Today we teamed up to
search for answers to
riddles using our Bibles!
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Ordination Sunday - August 5

Celebrating the
call of God on
Pastor Joel’s life!

Kalona Park - August 19
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CHOW (Church Happenings on Wednesday) begins September 12, at 6pm,
with a wiener roast/potluck at the church picnic pavilion and a hayride for all ages.
Please bring your table service, a side dish or dessert, and your lawn chairs. Please
come even if you have never attended before! If the weather is stormy, we will eat
inside.
Throughout the year, CHOW will be the second Wednesday of the month. One Sunday
School class each month is in charge of the adult activity, and one class is in charge of
the light meal which is served from 6:00 – 6:30 pm. There will be a basket for contributions for the meal. This is not a “fundraiser”, but we would like to cover the meal
expenses. If this does not fit in your budget, we encourage you to come anyways. Child
care is provided, and there are activities for all ages from 6:45 – 7:45 pm.
New this year will be Mid-Week Potlucks at 6:00 on the 4th Wednesday of the
month, September – April, excluding December. The purpose of this is for fellowship
and an opportunity to get to know others better, but we are not planning activities.
There will be a class designated to set up tables and chairs, put them away afterwards,
and to clean up the kitchen. Please check the church calendar, but oftentimes, set up
can be done after Sunday School the prior Sunday.
We are asking people to bring their own table service as well as a dish or two to share
for the potluck. If you happen to forget your table service, you are welcome to use the
church’s, but we ask that you clean up after yourself so that the class in charge does not
end up washing everyone’s dishes.
Classes in charge of activities for the year are listed on the following page. If you have
questions, please contact Catrina Miiller, Grace Rempel, or Joel Beachy.
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Mennonite Women Meeting - September 4
Call to
Worship

Scripture: Matthew 11:28
Devotional Leader: Carolyn Detweiler
Project: Relief Kits
Sack Lunch

September begins a new year for Mennonite Women. If you are unable to knot
or quilt, we welcome you to come at 11:15 for our short business meeting and
devotional. Continue fellowshipping with us over lunch! All are welcome.

Date

Adult Program

Dining

Sept 12

Social time/hayride
for all ages

Weiner Roast/Potluck

Sept 26

~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Oct 10
Oct 24
Nov 14
Nov 28

Koinonia
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Dulous
~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Jan 9

Berean (Feeding the
Hungry)

Jan 23

~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Feb 13
Feb 27
Mar 6 (Ash Wed)
Mar 27
Apr 10
Apr 24

Fractal
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Stewards (Ash
Wednesday service)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Dunamis
~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Shekinah
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Dunamis
~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Fractal

~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Stewards
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Koinonia
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Berean
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Mid-Week Potluck
~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Dulous
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Fractal
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Berean

~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Stewards
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Koinonia
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Dunamis
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Shekinah

East Union Mennonite Church Contact Information
Pastor:
Joel Beachy - 319.591.0187
Elders:
Larry Detweiler - 319.828.4461
Wanda Yoder - 319.430-6406
Will Miller - 319.461.4115
Karen Harvey - 319.656.3009
Office Manager:
Crystal Wade - 319.541.8894

5615 Gable Ave. SW
PO Box 760
Kalona, Iowa 52247
Phone: 319-656-2590
Email: eucares@kctc.net
Website:
eastunionmennonite.org
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*Published monthly by and for the
friends of East Union Mennonite
Church.
Articles for the October edition of
the Second Century Chronicle are
due by Sunday, September 23. All
contributions are encouraged &
welcome!

September 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
Doug Stoltzfus
Amy & Nate
Graber ‘01
Donovan & Sarah
Yoder ‘06

2 Morning
Worship 9:30am
Gretchen Geyer &
Thomas Leonard
‘17

9 Morning
Worship 9:30am

16 Morning
Worship 9:30am

3

4

5
Mennonite
Women

Alva Gingerich
Ken Yoder
Mike Carolan
Darla Trejo

Thomas Leonard
Ken & Wanda
Yoder ‘76

10

11

Joe Schmidt

Rosemond
Brenneman

17

18

Chuck Yoder
Yvonne Nixon

23

Morning
Worship 9:30am

Levi Fernau

6

7

Marlan & Rosemond
Brenneman ‘55

12

8
Bob Yoder
Ellen Rempel
Mike & Melanie
Schweitzer ‘84

13

14

Jim Hochstetler
Max Miller

James A. Miller
Isabelle George
Rich & Laurie
Droll ‘74

19

20

21

22

Beth Carolan

Avery Blauvelt

29

24

25

26

27

28

Emily Miller
Steven & Liz
Rhodes ‘11

Ella Groenewold

Josh Yoder

Nyle Kauffman
Joani Miller
Mark & Angie
Beary ‘86

Gretchen Geyer
Ida Mae Short

30
Mark Beary
Aaron & April
Schrock ‘05

8

15

