
 

  

E A S T  UN I ON  

MENNON I T E  

C HUR CH   

Th
e 

2n
d 

Ce
nt

ur
y 

Ch
ro

ni
cl

e 
V O L U M E  X X V I I I ,  I S S U E  7  

From the Pastor’s Desk  
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Central Plains Mennonite Conference’s Annual Meeting was hosted in Lincoln, Nebraska this past week from Thursday,    
June 21 to Sunday, June 24. I’m grateful that I participated this year. In years past, I was unable to attend due to my hybrid 
courses at Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary, usually scheduled the same week. Elvesta Hochstedler, Nyle & Lauralee 
Kauffman, Allison Miller, Micah Miller, and I joined delegates and attenders from around the conference as we discussed 
and reflected on the spending blueprint for 2018-19, the Covenant Practice #5 (Bible study), the global church and what the 
global church has to teach us, and the insights from Rachel Springer Gerber, our keynote speaker. We hope to give an     
opportunity for them to share their experiences with the rest of the congregation sometime soon, but please feel free to ask 
them for yourselves, too. 
 
Since this was my first time attending Annual Meeting, I was first struck by the diversity of churches that are represented 
across the conference. We have Native American congregations in Montana, Hispanic churches in southeast Iowa, Hmong 
churches in Minneapolis, and churches of every size and flavor from Busby, Montana to Donnellson, Iowa and from Moline, 
Illinois to Julesburg, Colorado. We are a diverse community of believers geographically, ethnically/culturally, and theologi-
cally, but our theme this year reflected what continues to draw us together. We are A Covenant People: Walking with Jesus. 
With Jesus at our center, we are unequivocally committed to learning and growing in our faith, together.  
 
Two of the important expressions of this unity are demonstrated in Mennonite Church USA’s Renewed Commitments 
(http://mennoniteusa.org/news/renewed-commitments-journey-forward-released/), which were shared during conference. 
This statement identifies three key commitments, including the following: 

 
Follow Jesus 
As an Anabaptist community of the living Word, we listen for God’s call as we read Scripture together, guided by 
the Spirit. Through baptism we commit ourselves to live faithfully as Jesus’ disciples, no matter the cost.  
 

Witness to God’s peace 
We are called to extend God’s holistic peace, proclaiming Christ’s redemption for the world with our lives. Through 
Christ, God frees the world from sin and offers reconciliation. We bear witness to this gift of peace by rejecting 
violence and resisting injustice in all forms, and in all places. 
 

Experience transformation 
The Holy Spirit dwells in and among us, transforming us to reflect God’s love. Through worship the Spirit gathers 
the body of Christ, where our diversity reveals God’s beauty. The Spirit empowers our communities to embody the 
grace, joy and peace of the gospel. 
 

These commitments demonstrate our intentionality to be rooted in Christ. This also echoes who we are as a congregation at 
East Union. Our own mission statement reflects Christ as our center, as our starting place. The second important expression 
of unity in our conference is reflected in our shared Covenant of Spiritual Practices (http://
www.anabaptistfaithformation.org/covenant-practices.html), which include the following: 
 

1. We will worship God as the central act of our common life whenever the church is gathered. 
  
2. We will practice prayer, fasting and generous giving to separate ourselves from the influence of the principali-
ties and powers of this age and to make us available to fully participate in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. 
  
3. We will prayerfully study the Bible together weekly in our congregations and whenever the conference gathers, 
guided by qualified teachers for the purpose of increasing our competence in reading, interpreting, and applying 
the scriptures in an Anabaptist perspective to our everyday lives and to the critical issues of faith we face in the 
world. 
  
                                                (Continued on Page 2) 

http://mennoniteusa.org/news/renewed-commitments-journey-forward-released/
http://www.anabaptistfaithformation.org/covenant-practices.html
http://www.anabaptistfaithformation.org/covenant-practices.html
http://www.anabaptistfaithformation.org/worship.html
http://www.anabaptistfaithformation.org/prayer-practices.html
http://www.anabaptistfaithformation.org/bible-study.html


 

2 

30 years ago: 1988 

July 17 - Parents of teenagers and 

pre-teenagers are invited to East  

Union Saturday evening to dialogue 

with family counselor Conrad Wetzel 

about concerns of the teen years. 

This area-wide meeting is sponsored 

jointly by Crooked Creek Camp and 

local MYF leaders. A freewill offering 

will be accepted.   

July 17 - Robert Yoder is the proud 

grandparent of Nicole Elizabeth, born 

to Lonnie and Teresa Yoder on July 

13.   

 

20 years ago: 1998 

July 19 - Congratulations to Chad 

Stoltzfus and Eliza Jacoby who were 

married yesterday in Bluffton, Ohio. 

Please help us celebrate at an Iowa 

Reception on Saturday, August 15, 

from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. here at East 

Union. 

July 19 - Congratulations and best 

wishes to Brad and Tara Knepp on 

the birth of Keegan Lane. He was 

born on Wednesday, July 15.  

 

10 years ago: 2008 

July 13 - Come celebrate Pleas-

antview Homes’ 50th anniversary on 

Tuesday, July 22 from 6-8 pm. The 

event includes entertainment, ice 

cream social, independent living open 

house, and a program that begins at 7 

pm.  

July 20 - Church Day Out: Church 

outside under the trees at 10 am. Jeff 

will share of his “Calling to Ministry” 

and “Potential Missionary Journey.” 

We will also be kicking off our week 

of Bible School. A picnic lunch will be 

provided. Bring your lawn chairs and 

sun glasses. There will be homemade 

ice cream.  

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage 

60 years ago: 1958 

July 6 - There will be string bean     

canning at the East Union Church on 

Tuesday forenoon. If you have string 

beans to donate please report today to 

Alta Marner, Nina Bontrager or Ruth 

Miller, and then bring them in on Tues-

day. Also bring cabbage to make Sauer 

Kraut. We need your pressure cookers, 

and your help will be appreciated.  
 

 

50 years ago:  1968 

July 7 - Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Yoder are 

the parents of a son, Jeffry Scott, born 

July 1. 

July 28 - Mr. and Mrs. James Bare, 

Elkhart, Indiana, are the parents of 

twins, Elizabeth Ann and Joseph Eric, 

born July 25.  

  

40 years ago: 1978 

July 2 - An all church fellowship dinner 

is planned for next Sunday noon, July 9. 

Please bring sandwiches and either salad 

or dessert and your own table service. 

Drink will be provided. Following the 

meal, we will have a short program cel-

ebrating the final payment of our build-

ing fund loan. There will not be an even-

ing service next Sunday.  

July 23 - The Lundstrom singers will be 

in our community Wednesday evening, 

August 2 at the Mid-Prairie High School, 

7:30 o’clock.  

 (Continued from Page 1) 
 

4. We will accept and offer 
hospitality, believing it    
creates the context for 
God’s kingdom to appear in 
our midst, particularly as we    
minister to the poor, the  
hungry, the prisoner and the 
stranger. 
 
5. We will study the Bible 
with neighbors and 
strangers, inviting them to 
become disciples of Jesus. 
  
6. We will prac-
tice peacemaking by ex-
tending loving-kindness and    
forgiveness to our brothers 
and sisters as well as to our 
neighbors and enemies. 

 
As individual congregations, and  
as the broader conference and 
denomination, we must work  
intentionally to keep Christ at 
our center. We are called to 
faithfully follow Jesus, witnessing 
to God’s peace, and experience 
true transformation. There is a 
great need for us to demonstrate 
humility as we do this together, 
understanding that as we walk 
together as a diverse body, we 
will better learn to know who 
God is and what God is calling us 
to do and to be as true brothers 
and sisters in Christ. May we, at 
East Union, be ready and willing 
to engage each other and those 
from around the conference and 
the denomination to better 
learn, understand, and reflect 
who God has called us to be, a 
covenant people. May it be so. 
 
Peace and blessings, 
pastor Joel Beachy  
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For the week of June 4
th
 – 8

th
 over 200 kids from East Union, 

Kalona Mennonite and the community that came together for 
a Rolling River Rampage at Vacation Bible School! Students 
learned about God’s love and faithfulness through singing, 
class activities, recess and crafts.  
 
Each day students had two recesses, two music sessions, 
lunch, snacks, and class time. Kalona Mennonite was filled to 
the rafters with singing, laughter, and the voices of children. 
Over 50 volunteers each day came together from both East 
Union and Kalona Mennonite to make this week a success 
and came away from the week with new bonds of friendship 
formed with other teachers, volunteers and with the kids.  
 
Our mission for Bible School was to raise money to send to 
MCC for clean water projects in Mozambique. The Bible 
School children were able to raise $2,776.58 for the mission. 
Thank you so much to the students who participated in Bible 
School this year, all who contributed financially to the Bible 
School program, and to the many teachers and volunteers 
who gave so much of their time and energy to make this 
week-long Bible School happen. We cannot thank you 
enough for making a memorable experience for the kids!  
 

Thank you so much for your support in our joint VBS venture! 

Rachel Yoder, Bible School Committee  

East Union & Kalona 

Mennonite Vacation Bible 

School - 2018 
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Our Sunday School Class in 1946 

Front row: Marilyn (Brenneman) Brenneman, Barbara    

( Miller) Eichelberger, Minerva (Yoder) Yoder, Darlene 

(Miller) Logan 

Back row: Nedra (Miller) Schrock, Ruby ( Swartzendruber) 

Lehman, Lois (Brenneman) Gugel and Hazel Ferriera 

Back in the 40’s these  girls were all part of a Sunday School 

class.   We took turns inviting our class members to our 

homes for Sunday lunch, games  and a good visit in the after-

noon. After supper the hostess’ parents took us back to East 

Union for the Sunday evening services. I well remember when it was my turn to invite the group.  My dad would drive 

his  1927 blue Pontiac to take our family home to Joetown after church and then immediately he would go  back to 

church where our class was waiting and we would all pile into the Pontiac to go to our house .     

Through the years we looked forward to gathering for parties frequently,  which sometimes got a bit rowdy, playing 

tricks on each other and always lots of good things to eat. Some times we even had slumber parties. 

Our Class 70 years later 

Front row: Vera ( Bender) Yoder, Margery Gingerich, June Gingerich, Gladys (Bender) Fisher. 

Back row: Darlene (Miller) Logan, Vera June Yoder, Emma Jean Schrock, Lois (Brenneman) Gugel and Barbara (Miller) 

Eichelberger 

Now that we had gotten somewhat older we still had parties reg-

ularly and our membership changed somewhat. This photo was 

taken at June Gingerich’s 80th birthday party. It was a jolly time 

together watching her open her birthday gifts, such as a card of 

80 dimes, a box with 80 chocolates, and cards which had us all 

laughing.  

Over the years we took turns having class members to our hous-

es for a “Coffee”, often around Christmas time, until the weather 

convinced us a summer “coffee” was more sensible. One item 

that was always served was cashews because there were some 

people who wanted the bowl of cashews close to them all the 

time! 

There were other girls who were in the class but were not present at the time the photos were taken. 

Now we find it a bit difficult to get the group together but we do cherish the memories of the good times  God     

gave us. 

         Submitted by: Lois Gugel 

A MEMORABLE SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 
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Mennonite Women Meeting - July 10 
Many 

people will 

walk in and 

out of your 

life, but true 

friends will 

leave 

footprints in 

your heart. 

Teach 

Scripture:  Matthew 5:13-20 
 

Devotional Leader: Charlene Rhodes 
 

Project: Cash for Mennonite Women 

USA 
 

Sack Lunch 

5615 Gable Ave. SW 

PO Box 760 

Kalona, Iowa 52247 

 

Phone: 319-656-2590 

Email: eucares@kctc.net 

Website: 

eastunionmennonite.org 

Pastor:   

Joel Beachy - 319.591.0187 

Elders: 

Larry Detweiler - 319.828.4461 

Wanda Yoder - 319.430-6406 

Will Miller - 319.461.4115 

Karen Harvey - 319.656.3009 

Office Manager: 

Crystal Wade - 319.541.8894 

East Union Mennonite Church Contact Information 

*Published monthly by and for the 

friends of East Union Mennonite 

Church. 

Articles for the August edition of 

the Second Century Chronicle are 

due by Sunday, July 22. All contribu-

tions are encouraged & welcome! 

Flowers for Sunday Service 

 

Flowers, Leaves, Twigs or Weeds 

                        Explore, Create and Share!! 
 

Whether from your garden, the roadside or a gift you received and want to pass 
on, please consider bringing an arrangement, simple or elaborate, big or small, 

to share with the congregation on a Sunday morning. 

 

To ensure one arrangement per Sunday, 

1) go to the East Union website (http://eastunionmennonite.org), go to the 
 “Resources” tab and click on “Flowers for Sunday morning.” Follow the 
 link to reserve a date when you will provide flowers. Or you can.. 

2) sign up on the sheet on the bulletin board…or… 

3) call Grace Rempel at 683-2681 

http://eastunionmennonite.org
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Greetings East Union, 
 
Over the last year numerous members of East Union have been embarking on a process to look at 
some ways that we might improve the ministry of the church.  Beginning with a committee last spring 
and summer of Phil Yoder, Kara Yoder and Tom Miller this group investigated a few different options 
and presented them all and made a recommendation at that time to the Elders and Pastor Joel at a  
retreat at Crooked Creek’s Shepherd Inn.  As a result of the retreat Larry Detweiler shared at the Town 
Hall meeting in November that the Elders would be looking into the development of a ministry coordina-
tor position. Since that time the Elders have been working with Joel, Central Plains ministerial leaders 
and others to further research and examine what roles a Ministry Coordinator would fill at East Union.   
 
During the May 22nd Church Council meeting Larry, on behalf of the elders, presented a formal Job 
Description for a Ministry Coordinator position.  Church Council felt that the description was appropriate 
and wanted to share it with the congregation and seek feedback before moving any further. To view the 
full Ministry Coordinator Job Description, please visit the East Union website, click on About Us and 
then click on Job Descriptions.   
 
Here are some of the main points included within the Job Description: 
 
The ministry coordinator, with guidance and support from the pastor, elders and church council, will as-
sist in the direction of ministries to reflect the mission of East Union Mennonite Church. 
 
Ministry Coordination 
 Attend East Union regularly 
 Pray for East Union. 
 Give support and encouragement to those serving including: 
 Keep job descriptions current 
 Coordinate gifts discernment process 
 Participate on Church Council 
 Assist childcare arrangements 
 Create Elder agendas 
 Participate on Nurture Committee 
 
Hospitality 
 Provide community and congregation care as needed. 
 Work with trustees and janitors to ensure building is available and ready for those that want to use 

it. 
 
Pastor Assistance 
 Locate resources 
 Set up and put away worship aids for services 
 Create invitations, mailings, programs, reports, as needed 
 Help coordinate certificates for special occasions 
 Complete Surveys 
 Meet weekly with pastor 
 Assist with other duties as directed by pastor 
 
Initially it is thought that the Ministry Coordinator position would be a job that would take 10-15 hours 
per week.  Church Council and the Elders would appreciate your thoughts and feelings about the     
creation of this position and would welcome any future conversations in this regard. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to reflect on this position and we look forward to future discussions. 
 
May the peace of the Lord be with you, 
Greg Yoder, Church Council Moderator 
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      JULY  2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
PV Hymn Sing 

 

Jeff Yoder 

Donavon Yoder 

Dick & Jane 

  Yoder Short ‘79 

2 

 

Jane Miller 

3 

 

 

4 
 

 

 

5 
 

Marvin Rempel 

6 

 

Halid Saner-Harvey 

7 

 

Owen Higdon 

Kyle & Allison 

  Troyer ‘12 

8 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 

 

Outdoor Games & 

Activities 

 

Paulette  

  Hershberger 

Kenna Schrock 

9 

 

 

Emma Jean Schrock 

Olivia Dachtler 

10   
 

Mennonite              

Women 

 

 

Alvin Miller 

Eve Yoder 

11 

 

 

12 

 

Evelyn Gerber 

 13 
 

Caleb Detweiler 

14 

 

Cindy Dickel 

Luke Yoder 

Macy Yoder 

15 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 
 

Bible Scavenger 

Hunt 

 

Sandy Schlabaugh 

Randy & Jill 

  Miller ‘06 

16 

 

Renae Miller 

Lynford & Ami 

  Knepp ‘94 

17 

 

Joel & Christine 

  Beachy ‘04 

Chad & Annika  

  Miller ‘93 

18 

 

Carey Miller 

 

 
 

 

19 

 

 

20 

 

Greg Yoder 

Tripp Carolan 

 

MarriageCare 

Kid Sit 

21 

Julia Boller 

Carolyn Detweiler 

Sandi Rhodes 

Chuck & Jan 

  Yoder ‘07 

Jill & Thushan 

  Hemachandra ‘12 

22 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 

Creatives/Poetry 

 

Lucas Beachy 

Dirk Logan 

LilaKate Milani 

Joe & Carrie 

  Schmidt ‘00 

23 

Deb Miller 

Ava Miller 

Herb & Kathy 

  Miller ‘83 

Kara & Dominic 

  Porter ‘11 

 

24 

 

Judy Yoder 

Ed Hershberger 

Randy Miller 

25 
 

 

 

 

 

26 

 

 

27 

 

Dale Rhodes 

28 

 

Gaylord Yoder 

29  Morning  

Worship 9:30am 

 

Intergenerational 

Stories 

 

Jacob & Hannah 

  Geyer ‘12 

30 

 

 

Justin Boller 

Caleb & Heidi 

  Detweiler 

 

 

31 
 

 

Allison Troyer 

Matt Miller 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


