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From the Pastor’s Desk  
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We are rapidly approaching the beginning of the new church calendar year. It seems incredible to imagine that school starts 
in just a few short weeks, and our fall routines will kick back into gear so soon. This summer we have been looking at God’s 
creation and creativity. We are reminded each Sunday of how our God is one who creates, who brings into being things that 
have not existed before. God’s creation is something that brings awe and wonder. We, too, are a part of that creation, and 
created in God’s image, we are also co-creators. If we consider the breadth and depth of the art, music, writing, and history 
of humanity, we see that God gifted us with minds and hearts that yearn to create. At East Union, I see and experience God’s 
creativity through our congregation, and I look forward to the upcoming year to see how God will work in our lives.  
 
Over the next several weeks, one of my hopes for the congregation is that the committees and groups that help to plan and 
lead the many ministries at East Union will begin meeting and dreaming. Each year begins anew, and in that newness, there 
is hope for what can be and what we can become. The final scripture for our series on creation and creativity is from the 
book of Revelation. 

 
21Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no 
more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned 
for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
 

“See, the home of God is among mortals. 
He will dwell with them; 
they will be his peoples,  
and God himself will be with them;  
4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
Death will be no more; 
mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
for the first things have passed away.” 
 

5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” 
       Revelation 21:1-5 (NRSV) 

  
I love this passage of scripture for the hopefulness that it offers us. The passage reminds us that what once was will be   
revived, rebirthed, reformed, remade, and renewed. I believe this to be true, not only for individuals, but for all of God’s 
creation. We, at East Union are also being made new. Each year brings opportunities for us to recommit ourselves to walking 
faithfully and seeking God more in our lives. This includes both personally and corporately. As a community, part of our  
responsibility in gathering together is to remind each other that our identities are in Christ first. When we become discour-
aged or disillusioned, it is vitally important to lean on our church family to help us maintain connection to God and to each 
other. That is why I am so excited to be a part of East Union! 
 
In just a week, I will be ordained as a pastor. This is an incredible honor for me, and it is a testament to the caring and     
nurturing that East Union has provided to me throughout my life. Some of you may still be wondering what being ordained 
means. It is a confirmation to me from East Union, Central Plains Mennonite Conference, and Mennonite Church USA for 
God’s call on my life towards pastoral ministry. This call and affirmation also come with expectations that I will hold the 
office of ministry with care, recognizing the privileges and responsibilities that this ministry includes. My ordination will also 
be three-fold. It provides East Union a chance to celebrate! Our church has called pastors in the past, has called me in the 
present, and will call future pastors and leaders. Ordination provides me another opportunity to acknowledge the call that I 
have felt on my life. Like baptism, I see ordination as another moment in time where I can profess my desire to follow Christ. 
Lastly, ordination provides East Union and me a mechanism to declare to each other, to the community, to the conference, 
and to the denomination that we are in this together. In A Shared Understanding of Church Leadership: Polity Manual for 
Mennonite Church Canada and Mennonite Church USA, this relationship is expressed this way: 
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40 years ago: 1978 

August 6 - Mr. and Mrs. Omar 

Schlabaugh are the new grandparents 

of Clay Matthew born to Mr. and Mrs. 

Devon Stauffer, on Tuesday, August 1. 

August 13 - Mr. and Mrs. Dean 

Rhodes are the parents of a son,   

Steven Joel, born August 10.  

 

30 years ago: 1988 

August 14 - Joshua Joel Showalter 

was born on Saturday, Aug. 6. We 

extend our congratulations to the 

proud parents, Doug and Judy 

Showalter and sister and brother, 

Annie and Chad. 

 

20 years ago: 1998 

August 16 - Congratulations and 

best wishes to Kara Bailey and Steve 

Groenewold who were married here 

yesterday. 

August 23 - You are invited to an ice 

cream social to help Pleasantview 

Home celebrate their 40th Anniver-

sary on Thursday, Sept 3 from 6-8 pm 

(rain or shine) at the south entrance. 

Come and enjoy a great evening of 

homemade ice cream and socializing.  

 

10 years ago: 2008 

August 17 - To the East Union  

Mennonite VBS & church: Thank you 

very much for the recent donations of 

food to the Wellman Food Pantry. 

Your prayers and support of this  

mission project is appreciated.  

August 24 - Luke & Annie Gingerich 

in Honduras would like to thank   

everyone who contributed seeds for 

their garden projects. Raining season 

is approaching and they plan to start a 

school garden in late September.  

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage 

60 years ago: 1958 

August 3 - The Kalona Church has 

completed its organization and is     

requesting membership in the Iowa-

Nebraska Conference. 

August 10 - The East Union and     

Kalona mission and church treasurer 

funds are now kept separately for the 

two churches beginning August 1.  

August 17 - The Church offering next 

Sunday will be taken to help pay for 

painting the East Union Church. 
 

 

50 years ago:  1968 

August 4 - Our M.Y.F. group that   

attended the retreat at Twin Lakes last 

week received 1st place for their 

presentation of a skit on the 6th chapter 

of Acts, which was assigned to them.  

August 11 - Mr. and Mrs. Nyle     

Kauffman will be leaving Monday, August 

12, for Grande Riviere du Nord, Haiti 

for 3 months. They will be working in 

MCC projects there.  

August 25 - Mr. and Mrs. Jacob L. Erb 

will be celebrating their 50th wedding 

anniversary on August 29. The immedi-

ate family is present this weekend for 

the occasion. There will be no open 

house but visitors are appreciated any 

time at their home in Pleasantview.  
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The person covenants to 
live a life that has moral 
integrity, to be a faithful 
steward of the gospel, to 
lead with humility, to 
respect others, and to 
grow in ministry. 
 

The congregation covenants to 
pray for the ordained person, to 
give and receive counsel, to sup-
port the person’s leadership minis-
try, and to recognize the authority 
of the office into which the pastor 
has been ordained. 
 
I am so grateful that it is into East 
Union Mennonite Church that I am 
being ordained. Almost without 
fail, one of the first questions peo-
ple will ask me when they find out 
that I am a pastor at my “home 
congregation” is, “What is it like to 
be at your home church?” I can 
honestly and unequivocally say it is 
both an honor and a joy. East Un-
ion has helped to encourage me in 
everything I have done in my life. I 
have felt loved and supported by 
so many people at East Union. I 
feel like ordination is another step 
in God’s way of making me new, 
and my hope is that it can be a 
new beginning for East Union, too. 
May it be so. 
 
Peace and blessings, 
pastor Joel Beachy 
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   Come and join your church family for a fantastic     
weekend of  events and worship outside in God’s Creation!  

Hope to see you there! 
 

Where & When: Saturday, August 25 at The Home Place 

(1881 Hwy 22, Kalona) & Sunday, August 26 at East Union. 

  

 Saturday at the Home Place 

Mid-Afternoon  - Come set up your tent or camper at the Home Place. 

Spend the night outdoors under the starry sky & majestic trees! 

5:30 - Pizza supper on the lawn. Sign up sheet will be posted in August, 

watch for announcements. Free will donation to cover expense of pizza. 

Drinks provided.  

6:30 - Explore the trails or participate in games/activities for all ages. Pre-

pare to have fun! 

7:30 - ICE CREAM!!! 

8:00 - Outdoor movie with popcorn! 

 

 Sunday at East Union 

Early morning - Breakfast on your own at the Home Place for overnight 

campers. Drinks will be provided (coffee, milk, and juice.) 

10:00 - Outdoor church service at East Union (note later start time.) 

Please bring lawn chairs. 

11:30 - Potluck lunch in the Fellowship Hall. Drinks will be provided. 

Please bring your own table service, as well as, ready-to-go dishes or des-

serts to share so we can all participate in the worship service. 

 

 

Camp EU is a great time to invite friends or neighbors to join 
us. We welcome all to any of  the scheduled events.  If  you have 
any questions, please see a Worship Committee member: Joel 
Beachy, Tammy Yoder, Steve Groenewold or Joani Miller. 

Camp  

East Union 

2017 
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Mennonite Women Meeting - August 7 
Don’t ever 

let your 

problems 

become the 

most 

important 

part of your 

life. 

Learn 

Scripture:  John 3:1-10 
 

Devotional Leader: Becky Yoder 
 

Project: School Kits 
 

Mystery summer lunch special provided 

5615 Gable Ave. SW 

PO Box 760 

Kalona, Iowa 52247 

 

Phone: 319-656-2590 

Email: eucares@kctc.net 

Website: 

eastunionmennonite.org 

Pastor:   

Joel Beachy - 319.591.0187 

Elders: 

Larry Detweiler - 319.828.4461 

Wanda Yoder - 319.430-6406 

Will Miller - 319.461.4115 

Karen Harvey - 319.656.3009 

Office Manager: 

Crystal Wade - 319.541.8894 

East Union Mennonite Church Contact Information 

*Published monthly by and for the 

friends of East Union Mennonite 

Church. 

Articles for the September edition 

of the Second Century Chronicle 

are due by Sunday, August 19. All 

contributions are encouraged & 

welcome! 

Senior Citizen’s Dinner  

Wednesday 

August 15 

11:45 am 

Kalona Mennonite 

Church 

All Senior Citizens Welcome! 

Camp EU  

August 25 & 26 

See Page  3 for details. 

August  

18 
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 The East Union Mennonite Women group is again asking you to help with the annual MCC school kits pro-

ject for the month of August. A table is set up in the foyer to collect the school kit items.  

 According to the MCC Website, “notebooks and pencils are treasures for families who struggle to afford 

basic school supplies. School kits often are requested after disasters and help bring normalcy to children whose 

families have been forced to flee their homes. 78,035 shipped last year to Jordan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Iraq, Zam-

bia, Ukraine, Somalia, Burkina Faso, Canada, the U.S. “ 

 4 spiral or perforated notebooks  (8 1/2 x 10 1/2 inches and 70 pages) 

 8 #2 unsharpened pencils 

 1 ruler (flat, flexible plastic; indicating both 30 cm & 12 in markings) 

 1 large pencil eraser 

 12 colored pencils (in packaging) 

 2 new black or blue ball point pens 

 1 small metal pencil sharpener (1 or 2 holes) 
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AUGUST  2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

George Miller 

2 

 

James Erb 

3 

 

Nolan Gerber 

Gabriel Krabill 

4 

 

Paul Miller 

5 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 

 

Ordination Sunday 

& Potluck 

 

Max Yoder 

Doug & Jill 

  Moberly ‘00 

6 

 

Nelson Miller 

Jill Hemachandra 

Jeff & Carol 

  Boller ‘94 

7  

Mennonite              

Women 

 

 

8 

 

 

9 

 

Jada Dachtler 

 10 
 

Jerry Miller 

Steven Rhodes 

Frank & Yvonne 

  Nixon ‘91 

11 

 

12 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 
 

 

Creatives 

13 

 

Matthew & Tamar 

  Rhodes ‘05 

14 

 

Marvin Slabaugh 

 

Church Council  

Meeting 7 pm 
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Senior Citizens  

Dinner at Kalona 

Mennonite       

11:45 am 

 

Steve & Kara 

  Groenewold ‘98 

16 

 

Madison Higdon 

Libby Miller 

17 

 

Marlin Brenneman 

Landon Slabaugh 

Ben & Monica  

  Miller ‘02 

18 

 

Wanda Yoder 

Denny & Becky 

  Yoder ‘73 

Tommy & Gabriela 

  Cikos Rhodes ‘15 

19 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 

 

Kalona Park 

Picnic/Swimming 

20 

 

 

 

21 

 

 

22 
 

 

 

 

23 

 

Lola Faye Erb-Yoder 

Bob Moberly 

24 

 

 

25 

 

Jill Hartsock 

Bob & Dorothea 

  Moberly ‘62 

 

Camp East Union 

26  Morning  

Worship 9:30am 

 

Camp East Union 

 

Loren & Elvesta 

  Hochstedler ‘72 

Sheldon & Letha 

  Yoder ‘72 

27 

 

 

 

28 
 

Andy Blauvelt 

29 
 

 

30 
 

Wilma Copeland 

Jacob Moberly 

31 
 

Larry Detwiler 

 
 

 


