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From the Pastor’s Desk  

M A Y  2 0 1 8  

Spring is finally here . . . I hope. At the very least, May is arriving and with it comes Pentecost. Pentecost Sunday 
is the day that the Church celebrates the gift of God’s Holy Spirit, as it was poured out on the disciples and the 
early church after Jesus’ Ascension. This is an important moment because it also signifies the inception of the 
new church. The fledgling community of believers were empowered to spread the Good News of Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection. Pentecost was the moment when they fully embraced this commission.  
 

Pentecost Sunday this year falls on May 20, and we are excited because this year East Union Mennonite Church 
and Bethel African Methodist Episcopal of Iowa City will participate in a “pulpit exchange.” Reverend Kimberly 
Bryant and I will be preaching at each other’s churches that Sunday. This is a great opportunity for building rela-
tionships, learning from each other, and growing in the way of Jesus by broadening our experience of church 
through this exchange. One of the greatest benefits to sharing in this type of experience is that it gives each of 
us, as pastors, the opportunity to reflect on the worship practices of our respective churches. Not only will we 
be stretched as pastors and congregations by inviting someone new into our contexts, but we will also better 
understand what is unique to our congregations. By experiencing something new, I hope to be able to better 
understand, in part, what we value at East Union, as part of our worship service. This is not a way to place value 
judgments on the way that we do things. The understanding of the style of worship or the expectations that 
each church holds around how we “do” church are not to be taken lightly. This is not just a time to bask in the 
novelty of such an exchange. This is a learning opportunity, and my hope is that we can both utilize our time 
together.  
 

Pentecost is also a great time for this type of exchange because it reminds us that although we have our own 
unique church cultures we speak and listen from the same Spirit. Pentecost Sunday is the restoration of what 
happened at the Tower of Babel. If you recall, early in the book of Genesis a group of people came together to 
build a great city and tower. 
 

Genesis 11:1-2,7-9 (NRSV) 
11 Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 2 And as they migrated from the east,
[a] they came upon a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. 
 
7 Come, let us go down, and confuse their language there, so that they will not understand one an-
other’s speech.” 8 So the Lord scattered them abroad from there over the face of all the earth, and they 
left off building the city. 9 Therefore it was called Babel, because there the Lord confused[b] the lan-
guage of all the earth; and from there the Lord scattered them abroad over the face of all the earth. 

 

Whereas the scene on the Shinar plain demonstrated mass confusion and discord, in Acts 2 the people, by the 
Holy Spirit, are able to clearly understand one another. They come together as one, and the church is born as a 
place of unity.  
 

Acts 2:1-4 (NRSV) 
2 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly from heav-
en there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were 
sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4 All 
of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them 
ability. 
 

(Continued on page 2) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-269a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-276b
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30 years ago: 1988 

May 8 - Upon confession of faith in 

Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and 

recommendation of the Board of  

Elders, the following persons will be 

baptized on June 5, 1988: Greg 

Hochstetler, Byron Miller, Willie  

Miller, Lisa Moberly and Jerran Yoder. 

Please pray for them as they continue 

to grow in the Christian faith and as 

they become part of the body of be-

lievers at East Union.  

May 29 - We extend our congratula-

tions to our high school graduates 

Cherie Cool, LaDonna Kauffman,  

Annika Klaassen, Brad Knepp, Chad 

Miller, Chris Rhodes, Chad Stoltzfus, 

Lance Yoder, Warren Yoder and  

Zana Zupanovic. They will be graduat-

ing from IMS tomorrow evening.  

 

20 years ago: 1998 

May 3 - Congratulations and best 

wishes to Lori Boller and Nolan   

Gerber who were married here   

yesterday.  

May 17 - Congratulations to LeAnne 

Zook who will receive a Master of 

Arts degree in English Literature from 

American University in Washington 

D.C. today.   

May 24 - Congratulations to Lori 

(Boller) Gerber who will graduate 

today from Goshen College with an 

elementary education major. Congrat-

ulations also to Matt Rhodes, Jill   

Miller and Joel Loss who graduate 

today from Goshen College. 

 

10 years ago: 2008 

May 18 - Congratulations to Ryan 

Bontrager and Evelyn Charles on their 

graduation from Iowa Mennonite 

School today.  

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage 

60 years ago: 1958 

May 11 - Born to Mr. and Mrs. James 

Christner, James Scott, May 2.   
 

 

50 years ago:  1968 

May 19 - High School graduation time 

is here again. The names of graduates 

from East Union follow. We wish them 

God’s blessings as they leave their “halls 

of learning” to pursue further challenges 

and goals. Kathy Brenneman, Carol 

Dickel, Gretchen Fisher, Judy Gingerich, 

Mary Barbara Hershberger, Mary Helen 

Logan, Kerstin Matsson, Betty Powell, 

Dean Rhodes, Lonnie Yoder, & Thomas 

Yoder  

  

40 years ago: 1978 

May 7 - An MCC sponsored Thrift 

Shop will open in Iowa City, June 1. Vol-

unteer, both men and women, will be 

needed to sort, mend, price, sell, and 

recycle articles for this project.  

May 14 - Parents and children involved 

in dedication services today are Sandy 

Graber and Travis Michael, Gary Millers 

and Rachel Elizabeth, Dale Rhodes and 

Sara Suzanne, Sheldon Yoders and Tim-

othy Jon, and Donald Zooks and Kath-

leen Renee.  

May 21 - We extend congratulations to 

Loren and Elvesta Hochstedler on the 

birth of Jodi Sue. She was born Monday, 

May 15.  

I Said a Prayer 
 

I said a prayer for you today 

And know God must have heard. 

I felt the answer in my heart, 

Although He spoke no word. 

 

I didn’t ask for wealth or fame, 

I knew you wouldn’t mind. 

I asked Him to send treasures, 

of  a far more lasting kind. 

 

I asked that He’d be near you, 

At the start of each new day. 

To grant you health and blessings, 

And friends to share your way. 

 

I asked for happiness for you, 

In all things great and small. 

But it was His loving care, 

I prayed for most of all. 

 
(Continued from page 1) 

 
This Pentecost, may East Union and 
Bethel AME demonstrate together 
God’s restorative work through the 
Holy Spirit. May we come together in 
unity as the Holy Spirit reminds us of 
our common language and experi-
ence that we have in Christ. May it be 
so. 
 
Peace and blessings, 
pastor Joel Beachy  
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Mennonite Women Meeting - May 1 You may think 

you are not 

important, but 

you an 

important part 

of God’s plan. 

Initiate 

Scripture:  Matthew 4:18-25 
 

Devotional Leader: Jane Miller 
 

Project: Cash for MCC seeds and       

 gardening supplies 
 

Salad Luncheon 

5615 Gable Ave. SW 

PO Box 760 

Kalona, Iowa 52247 

 

Phone: 319-656-2590 

Email: eucares@kctc.net 

Website: 

eastunionmennonite.org 

Pastor:   

Joel Beachy - 319.591.0187 

Elders: 

Larry Detweiler - 319.828.4461 

Wanda Yoder - 319.430-6406 

Will Miller - 319.461.4115 

Karen Harvey - 319.656.3009 

Office Manager: 

Crystal Wade - 319.541.8894 

East Union Mennonite Church Contact Information 

*Published monthly by and for the 

friends of East Union Mennonite 

Church. 

Articles for the June edition of the 

Second Century Chronicle are due 

by Sunday, May 20. All contributions 

are encouraged & welcome! 

Moments in Mission 
Deb Miller, a lifetime volunteer who has 
donated over 1,500 hours at U of I   
Hospitals and Clinics, became a        
volunteer because she wanted to do 
something to give back to the communi-
ty. She enjoys assisting patients or their 
families who need extra help or a       
listening ear. Her advice for anyone  
hesitant about volunteering at UI Hospi-
tals and Clinics is, “It is 
fun, and you just feel 
good helping!” 
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      MAY  2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 

 

 

 1 

Mennonite 

Women 

2 
 

Dorothy Rhodes 

Sadie Fernau 

Nolan & Lori 

  Gerber ‘98 

Nelson & Mary 

  Miller ‘70 

3 

 

Seth Groenewold 

 

4 

 

Ian Schmidt 

 

5 

 

Jackie Bailey 

 

 

6  Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 

Town Hall Mtg 

during SS hour 

 

Verna Zook 

Mary Miller 

7 

 

Christian 

  Swartzentruber 

Ed & Bobbie 

  Hershberger ‘77 

 

8 
 

 

 

9 

 
Micah Gerber 

 

10 

 

Kristen Rempel 

Keith & Cindy 

  Dickel ‘69 

 11 
 

Anya Slabaugh 

Deb Derksen 

12 

Rebecca 

  Beachy Miller 

Austin 

  Hemachandra 

Jaxon Carolan 

Cruz Carolan 

13 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 
 

 

 

14 

 

 

Chris Rhodes 

15 

 

 

Trent Yoder 

Isaac Miller 

16 

 

 

 

 

 

17 

 

 

Jane Yoder-Short 

18 

 

Edwin L. Miller 

Marilyn Fisher 

Paul & Laura 

  Miller ‘68 

 

19 

 

Adam Yoder 

20 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 

 

 

Sarah Yoder 

21 

 

 

Kim Blauvelt 

Jim & Annie 

  Yoder ‘88 

 

 

22 

 

Will & Emily 

  Miller ‘99 

 

Church Council 

Mtg 7 pm 

23 
 

 

 

 

 

 

24 

 

Adam & Katie 

  Yoder ‘11 

Jon & Carrie 

  Miller ‘14 

25 

 

Marv Hershberger 

Alexis Rhodes 

 

26 

 

27  Morning  

Worship 9:30am 

 
 

MDS Sunday 

 

 

Becky Yoder 

28 

 

 

 

 

Chris Yoder 

Annika Miller 

Shantell &  

 Theodore Krabill 

29 
 

Carrie Schmidt 

30 
 

 

 

31 
 

Marlan Logan 

 

 

 


