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From the Pastor’s Desk
Lent is underway. The period that we identify when Jesus went out into the desert for 40 days to fast and prepare for ministry. Likewise, we use this same season to prepare our hearts and minds for the coming of Jesus’
death and resurrection. One of the ways that we are participating in Lent this year is through considering the
various covenantal relationships that are expressed in the Bible through a series the Leader calls, “Between Me
& You.”
If you follow the story of the Israelites, you will learn about a people-group that God calls out and forms. They
are called to be a shining example for their neighbors of how to live faithful lives to God. However, through this
group, we see that “promises are made and broken, narrowed, expanded, and reimagined.”
Last Sunday, Verna started the children’s time series with the retelling of Noah and the flood. The multicolored
rainbow represents the ongoing covenant that God promised Noah and his descendants to not flood the entire
earth. Although this was expressed and understood by Noah, the covenant itself is radically inclusive. God
promises not just Noah but all peoples thereafter. God also includes all animals and all of creation. We are challenged to understand this covenantal relationship to include all the earth and its inhabitants.
As we continue through the Lenten season, I want to invite you to consider how East Union is in covenant with
God. What does that mean for our church and community? How do we live out faithfulness to God’s invitation?
We know and understand that unlike the covenants that were established in the Old Testament, Jesus’ death
and resurrection put in a place a new way of relating to God and each other. No longer are there barriers. At
Easter, we will consider how there can be “Nothing between us,” meaning no barrier or wall can separate us
any more. The Leader worship team suggest that “In his death and resurrection, Jesus has become the between
so that there are no more betweens. This nothing between is for all.”
East Union has been called to covenant with God, and we have faithfully done so for 134 years. How can we
experience Jesus’ covenantal grace this Lenten and Easter season in a way that refreshes and enlivens us as a
church community?
John 20:1-2 (NRSV)
20 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the
stone had been removed from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one
whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they
have laid him.”

In John 20, we see that Mary Magdalene raced away dispirited that the stone had been rolled away and the
body of her Lord was missing. We, too, sometimes mistakenly weep at the good news of Christ. We have become so accustomed to something separating us from God and from one another. But in Christ, there is good
news that a final covenant has been established. Jesus has removed anything separating us. Let us live into this
reality this year at East Union. May it be so.
Peace and Blessings, Pastor Joel Beachy
1.“LeaderOnline » Contents Winter 2017-18” accessed February 23, 2018, http://www.leaderonline.org/CurrentIssue/.

2. Ibid.

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage
30 years ago: 1988
March 6 - Add to your calendar the
date of April 11 - 12, when the Arolsen High School Chamber Choir,
Arolsen, West Germany, will be our
guests.

60 years ago: 1958
March 2 - Guest speaker for next Sunday at both churches will be Bro. Leonard Garbor of California. The message
will be especially in line with Spring Missionary Day. The order of the Kalona
service will be reversed.
March 30 - A son, Jerre Lemar, was
born to Mr. and Mrs. Lowell Erb on
March 27.

March 20 - There are designated
mailboxes for the pastor, treasurer
and secretary for you to use. These
are located on the east side by the
double doors.
March 27 - John and Leola Hershberger stopped for a brief visit with
Norman and Virginia Derstine while
on their way home from Arizona.
Norman and Virginia send their
Christian greetings and best regards
to the East Union congregation.

20 years ago: 1998
50 years ago: 1968
March 17 - Dorcas girls will meet at
the Eldon Rhodes home on March 18, 7
p.m. Bring size 7 kitting needles. Yarn
will be furnished.
March 31 - Communication Services
are planned for next Sunday afternoon
at 3 o’clock for shut-ins. Present plans
are to conduct this service at the home
of A. Lloyds.

March 1 - On Monday, March 23, at
7 pm three will be a bridal shower for
Rachel Rempel. She is registered at
Yotty’s, Target, and Younkers. Her
decorating colors are Hunger Green,
Burgundy, and Navy.
We have $2400 committed for new
computers for the offices. If we can
get another $1000 pledged we can get
them ordered. If anyone is interested
in giving to this project please contact
Dennis or Paulette.

40 years ago: 1978
March 12 - Lodging will be needed for
approximately 15 persons, four ladies
and eleven men, for Thursday, Friday,
and Saturday night. The directors of the
Mennonite Board of Congregational
Ministries, will be meeting at our church
on Friday and Saturday. If you can host
one or more persons, contact Darlene
Logan and let her know.

10 years ago: 2008
March 2 - Hey Kids! If you collected
your coins for canoes and kayaks at
Crooked Creek Christian Camp with
the devotional calendar in January,
send your donation to the camp by
the end of March. So far we can pay
for 2.5 canoes with a goal of 9.
Thanks for your help!
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Christ be with me,
Christ be within me,
Christ behind me,
Christ before me.
Christ beside me,
Christ to win me,
Christ to comfort me,
Christ above me.
Christ in quiet,
Christ in danger,
Christ in the hearts
of all that love me,
Christ in mouth of
friend and stranger.

Mennonite Women Meeting - March 6
Scripture: John 13:1-17

Give

Devotional Leader: Verna Zook
Project: Crooked Creek Scholarships
Sack Lunch

March 7

You can’t
change the
past, but you
can ruin the
present by
worrying over
the future.

Shape Note Singing from the Sacred Harp
Friday, March 17 7:00 pm

Meal served from
6-6:30 with
activity beginning
at 6:45.

Join us the EU foyer as we
make a joyful noise unto the
Lord! This a cappella, 4-part
early American sacred music
is sure to stir your soul!

CHOW

All are welcome!
No experience necessary!

Sunday,
March 11

Iowa Mennonite School
Friday, March 30th at 7 pm

East Union Mennonite Church Contact Information
5615 Gable Ave. SW
PO Box 760
Kalona, Iowa 52247
Phone: 319-656-2590
Email: eucares@kctc.net
Website:
eastunionmennonite.org

Pastor:
Joel Beachy - 319.591.0187
Elders:
Larry Detweiler - 319.828.4461
Wanda Yoder - 319.430-6406
Will Miller - 319.461.4115
Karen Harvey - 319.656.3009
Office Manager:
Crystal Wade - 319.541.8894
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*Published monthly by and for the
friends of East Union Mennonite
Church.
Articles for the March edition of the
Second Century Chronicle are due
by Sunday, March 18. All contributions are encouraged & welcome!

East Union’s Last Supper Artist

By Christine Maust Beachy

For many years, Cindy Dickel has shared her gifts as an artist with the East Union family. Her love for creating
art began as a child. She recalls that she was always drawing, sometimes spending hours drawing this or
that. In high school, Cindy began painting with mostly watercolors. Her first experience with oils did not come
until after graduation at John Herron Art Institute in Indianapolis where she attended on an art scholarship.
With oils, she found her artistic match.
In 1981, Cindy was commissioned to paint her version of The Last Supper for East Union. The painting presented new challenges since it was the largest painting she had ever painted, at that time. Cindy remarks that it was
still small compared to da Vinci’s original which is 15 x 29 feet long. Cindy’s interpretation of The Last Supper
by Leonardo da Vinci includes modernizing the styles of some disciples with shorter haircuts. The aspect that
remained unchanged, however, are the positions of each disciple since their demeanor and the way their bodies
were positioned had meaning by the original artist. If you go from left to right, Bartholomew, James Minor, and
Andrew form a group of three. All are aghast, Andrew to the point of holding his hands up in a “stop” gesture. Judas, Peter, and John form the next group of three. Judas, is clutching a small bag. Peter is not happy,
and if you look to one of his hands, he is clutching a knife behind Judas' back. It is thought that da Vinci put the
knife in Peter's hand since Peter later defends Jesus with this knife. John is looking away from Christ and seems
to be listening to Peter. Christ is the calm in the middle of the storm. Thomas, James Major, and Philip are
next. These three, by their gestures, are clearly seeking clarifications. Matthew, Thaddeus, and Simon comprise
the last group of three figures. It appears that Matthew and Thaddeus are looking to Simon for explanations.

Cindy’s art is filled with meaning and brings her joy and satisfaction. Cindy finds that art touches the soul in
many ways. In the three instances when Cindy has painted Christ’s face, she began each time in prayer. Each
time, Cindy feels she was led to create what she did.
Cindy’s painting continues. Though her last two paintings were both commissioned, she looks forward to
painting with abandonment, just for the joy of it. She looks forward to experimenting with different mediums in
the future.
On March 29, the East Union family will gather on Maundy Thursday in the fellowship hall, a space where we
celebrate breaking bread together. Cindy’s Last Supper painting, which graces the west wall, reminds us of
Christ’s final communion with the disciples, and recalls an act of worship by our own Last Supper artist almost
40 years ago.
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MARCH 2018

Sun

Mon

4

Morning
Worship 9:30am

5

Tyler Erb

Ryan Knepp

11 Morning
Worship 9:30am

12

Tue

6

Wed

7
Mennonite
Women

Quilting & Knotting
6-9 pm

13

14

Worship 9:30am

19

20

21

Rich Droll

Sat

2

3

Marlan & Ortun
Logan ‘69

Elise Hartsock

Jen & Kerry
Saner-Harvey ‘07

9

10

Kendra Bailey
Idonea SanerHarvey

Anna Yoder

15

16

17

Christine Maust
Beachy

Samuel Yoder
Elijah Yoder

Judy Showalter
Dave & Lisa
Yoder ‘84

22

23

24

CHOW

Jacob Boller

Fri

1

8

Bruce Harvey
Shirley Yoder
Danny Hershberger
Carrie Miller

18 Morning

Thu

Tommy Rhodes

Carmen Fernau

Ortun Logan
Ralph Fisher
Grace Miller
Jennifer SanerHarvey

25

Morning
Worship 9:30am

26

27

28

29

Clayton
Hershberger

Jerre Erb

Emily Miller
Carol Boller
Chris Tones

Jonathon Miller
Drew Blauvelt

6

30

31

