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From the Pastor’s Desk
Easter is upon us, and although the weather has not cooperated, spring, too will soon be on full display. We are at the time of year where we can palpably see the work of God’s creation renewing. The
daylight is getting a little longer each day. The cold is still cold, but every once in a while you get a
sense that there is a warmer breeze on its way. Even the sun seems a little different as spring comes
in earnest.
As someone who has often struggled with the gray of winter weather, I look forward with eagerness
to the springtime and summer. It is fitting, then, that we celebrate this last bit of darkness at the end
of Lent, during Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, as we anticipate the bright new morning of Easter.
The darkness, quite literally, will be pushed away as a new day dawns and a new light emerges. For
followers of God, we have a hope in the resurrection promise that Jesus Christ, not only rises from the
dead, but he banishes the darkness, too. Christ is the light that helps us to see with a fresh perspective in the midst of a world that too often only feels like it is in perpetual cloudy days.
In I Peter 2:9, it says,
“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you
may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.”
How do we embrace this idea of being a people who can attest to being pulled out of darkness? Do
we feel it? At East Union, are we fully living into the light? During a recent conversation I was a part of
on the topics of discipleship, someone stated that we who have been “churched” for so long sometimes do not have the experiential language to proclaim Christ’s goodness. We have either become
inoculated to this amazing gift, or we simply haven’t truly experienced it ourselves.
One of the ways that I think East Union, and each of those of us who attend, can attest to Christ’s light
is by telling the stories and experiences that we have that may glimpse hope. For example, we see
Christ’s light in the midst of darkness in northern Mexico through the ministry of Iglesia Zoar and the
amazing faithfulness of Jose, Raquel, and Emma. Despite their circumstances, which include major
health concerns for Raquel, they continue to work, lead, buildup, pray for, and participate in the ministry of Christ in that place. People who are inundated with pressures from drug cartels and abject
poverty have found hope in Christ from a couple who point them in Christ’s direction. If that is not
light in the darkness, I don’t know what is.
May we at East Union continue to seek moments of hope, mercy, and peace that provide glimpses of
what we may call the light of Christ. May we experience this fully as a congregation and as individual
people. And as we come to know this light and love of Christ, may we be able to offer what we have
seen and heard and experienced to others. May it be so.
Peace and blessings, Joel Beachy

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage
30 years ago: 1988
April 10 - Sonya Blosser will be singing with the Bel Canto Choir from
Hesston College on Friday, April 15,
7:30 pm, at the Lower Deer Creek
Mennonite Church.

60 years ago: 1958
April 6 - The Kalona Church Building
offering was sufficient to pay the
balance. Let us praise God for His direction in this program.
April 13 - Pleasant Valley (Sandtown)
will observe their 10th anniversary next
Sunday with a potluck at noon and program at 2 o’clock. J. John J. Miller will
preach the sermon. Everyone is invited,
especially former workers.
April 27 - The Men’s Fellowship
Dinner will be served at 6:30 Monday
evening, at the East Union Church.

50 years ago: 1968
April 7 - April 28 Atlee Beechy will be
our guest speaker. We feel very fortunate that Bro. Beechy can be here at
this time when we are using the Sunday
School lessons on peace.
April 21 - Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Moberly are the parents of a son,
Douglas Scott, born April 15.

April 17 - A Coffee/Tea/Cookie
Fellowship will be held this afternoon
from 2:00-3:00 p.m. in the Red Room
at Pleasantview Home, for our
members who are residents of Pleasantview and the East Union congregation. Everyone is invited to come.

20 years ago: 1998
April 12 - Attention youth and young
adults! Jars of Clay, a leading alternative Christian rock band, will appear
in concert on Sunday, May 17, 7 pm,
at Iowa State University’s Stephens
Auditorium, Ames. Tickets are available at tall TicketMaster Outlets.
April 26 - Jennifer Harvey and Jodi
Hochstedler will be entering the
Ministry Inquiry Program this sum.
The Ministry Inquiry Program, (MIP),
is an opportunity for students to
discern their interests in ministry
options and the leading of the Holy
Spirit. Persons enrolled in MIP go to
minister in a congregation during the
summer and are required to follow
certain guidelines and experience
various ministry responsibilities.

April 2 - We extend congratulations to
Sandy Graber on the birth of Travis
Michael. He was born March 28 at
University Hospital.
April 30 - Billy Graham will be on
Channel 2, Monday 7 p.m.

So special He is
my Savior, my King,
Ruler, creator,
His praises I sing.
The wondrous amazement
of all that He’s done,
My heavenly Father
sent down His own Son.
How blessed we are
to have such a chance,
No longer condemned
to one circumstance.
But Jesus came down
His life He did give,
That all who believe
through Him now may live.
Though His death there alone
did not pay our way,
For He is alive
and the stone rolled away.
Thank You dear Jesus
for saving my soul,
Through your birth, death, & resurrection

I am made whole!
~Angela Ciero

10 years ago: 2008
40 years ago: 1978

My Resurrected Lord

April 6 - Peter Graber, Director of
Development for Mennonite Mission
Network, will be sharing here on
Sunday, April 20 during the morning
worship service. He will also be
sharing during the Sunday School
hour if your class wants to take part
in that.
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Mennonite Women Meeting - April 3

everyone, but
probably

Scripture: Luke 7:36-50

Receive

God loves

Devotional Leader: Heidi Gingerich
Project: Toiletries for Shelter House
Soup and sandwiches provided

prefers “fruits
of the spirit”
over “religious
nuts.”

Sunday, April 22

Wednesday, April 11

Youth/Advocate

CHOW

Lunch

Saturday, March 28 - Ivy Yoder Benefit
The Ivy Yoder French Toast Breakfast will be Saturday, April 28 from 7:00 - 11:00 AM at the Kalona Mennonite
Church. Proceeds will go to Mennonite Disaster Service to help rebuild homes damaged by Hurricane Harvey.
If you cannot attend, but would like to contribute, donations can be sent to East Union Mennonite Church with
checks payable to East Union (Please write “Ivy Yoder Benefit” in the memo).

East Union Mennonite Church Contact Information
Pastor:
Joel Beachy - 319.591.0187
Elders:
Larry Detweiler - 319.828.4461
Wanda Yoder - 319.430-6406
Will Miller - 319.461.4115
Karen Harvey - 319.656.3009
Office Manager:
Crystal Wade - 319.541.8894

5615 Gable Ave. SW
PO Box 760
Kalona, Iowa 52247
Phone: 319-656-2590
Email: eucares@kctc.net
Website:
eastunionmennonite.org
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*Published monthly by and for the
friends of East Union Mennonite
Church.
Articles for the May edition of the
Second Century Chronicle are due
by Sunday, April 22. All contributions are encouraged & welcome!

Women’s Banquet - 2018
What does it mean and what does it take to take
a leap of faith? At all stages of our life, we are
called to transformation. At all stages in life, we
can leap!
The East Union 2018 Women's Banquet will
provide a time of good food, fellowship and
inspiration, Saturday, April 14 at 10 AM. Bring you
mothers, daughters, sisters and friends.
Tickets available the first two Sundays in April, and
by contacting: Lisa Yoder at 319-430-0251 or
Joani Miller at 515-509-1724. Reservations will be
taken until Monday April 9th.

East Union’s MarriageCare Program
Have you heard announcements about MarriageCare activities in the past and wondered what this is
or thought you were interested. We would love to have you join!
The mission of “MarriageCare” Mentoring is to lovingly invest in the fellowship, support, and encouragement of lifelong marriages by walking alongside couples of East Union who are less experienced
than their mentors.
Couples married less than 20 years are invited into a mentoring relationship with experienced married
couples in order to enhance their marriage relationship.
Opportunities to build relationships with each other are offered as a large group and as paired couples
for the purpose of sharing life happenings.
In fact, the Spring lunch is coming up on April 15 following church! Food and child care are provided.
If you are interested, please join us to see what MarriageCare is about.
For more information talk to one of the MarriageCare Team members: Janet and Doyle Geyer, Phil
and Judy Yoder, Lori and Nolan Gerber or Pastor Joel.
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APRIL 2018

Sun
1 Morning
Worship 9:30am

Mon
2

Tue
3

Wed
4

Mennonite
Women

Thu
5

Fri
6

Morning
Worship 9:30am

9

Oliver Nixon
Steve Dachtler

10

Guest/Host
Night or Noon

11

Bruce & Karen
Harvey ‘71

12

13

Worship 9:30am

14
“Taking a Leap
of Faith”
Women’s
Banquet 10 am

CHOW

Guest/Host
Night or Noon

15 Morning

7

Annie Troyer

Quilting & Knotting
6-9 pm

Colton Litwiller
Chance Litwiller

8

Sat

Lisa Schmidt

16

Marriage Care
Lunch

17

18

19

Chris Charles
Jill Moberly

20

21

April Schrock

Greg Schmidt
Doug Moberly

22 Morning
Worship 9:30am

23

24

James Boller

29

Morning
Worship 9:30am

26

Gerald Yoder

Youth/Advocate
Eric Yoder
Lunch

Abigail Miller

25

Church Council
Meeting 7pm

30

6

27
Kerry SanerHarvey

28
Ivy Jane Yoder
French Toast
Breakfast
Kalona
Mennonite
7 - 11 am

