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From the Pastor’s Desk  

J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 8  

I’m amazed at how quickly the first two years of ministry have passed, but I am eager to get started on the year 
to come! The transition to the new year is a great moment for us to reflect on all that has happened at East  
Union in 2017. This also offers an opportunity to dream and anticipate what we hope God will continue to do in 
the life of the church in 2018.  
 

Some of the highlights for me this past year have included the following: January prayer walk, trip to Iglesia Zoar 
in northern Mexico, Ash Wednesday service, Maundy Thursday service, IMS’ Good Friday service, Easter Morn-
ing and the living cross, IMS interterm trip to Meridian, Mississippi, Summer 2nd Hour, MCC Relief Sale, Prayer 
Room dedication, Mennonite Church USA 2017 convention, Land for Land fundraiser, Camp East Union, Pastor 
Jose, Raquel, and Emma’s visit, new projector and A/V updates, Elder’s retreat at Crooked Creek, four weddings, 
three sermons from lay people in the congregation (Amazing gifts to the church!), Chris Rhodes’ interviews, 
women’s Bible study, Churchwide quilting and knotting, Taize prayer service, celebrations of life, Senior Saints 
Day, combined Sunday school class, communion, footwashing, and so much more. I am so excited to be a part 
of a church community that deeply reflects the love of Christ to one another. I see East Union as a place where 
all may come to worship and grow in their relationship to God, but I also feel like East Union is a church commu-
nity that inspires each of us to serve our brothers and sisters near at hand or far away.  
 

Many of the same opportunities will be offered to serve, fellowship, and worship together at East Union in the 
coming year. None of these activities by themselves has the capacity to offer us salvation, only Christ offers us 
that. However, by participating in the life of the church we continually hope to be informed by God’s spirit and 
transformed to live the kingdom of God in the here and now. Part of what East Union is about is best under-
stood in our shared mission statement that says: 
 

East Union Mennonite Church is a community of love and worship where: 
the Scriptures and the Spirit guide all to faithful living,  
all are welcome to grow in the way of Jesus, 
and we share God’s love with others in word and service, 
so that we are a light of hope here and around the world. 

 

In 2018, how can we live out this mission more fully together? How can we encourage others to catch this vision 
and participate in this mission? I hope that we can continue to explore what it means to be a faithful, church 
community in this context of rural, southeastern Iowa and at this time. One of the hopes we have comes in  
Jesus promise to us in the book of John, that we can do even greater works than these. 
 

John 14:12-14 (NRSV) 
12 Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do 
greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I will do whatever you ask in my name, 
so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. 
 

May East Union be a place where all may encounter God, all may be inspired, and all can participate in doing 
even greater works in 2018 than in the previous year. May it be so. 
 

Peace and Blessings,  
Pastor Joel Beachy 
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January 22 - We extend our con-

gratulations to Sheldon and Letha 

Yoder on the birth of their son, Tim-

othy Jon. 

 

30 years ago: 1988 

January 10 - Karen Harvey is a stu-

dent at Goshen Biblical Seminary at 

Elkhart, Indiana, from January 4-22.   

January 17 - We welcome Twanna 

McGavok to our worship service this 

morning. Twanna is a University of 

Iowa student from Chicago and at-

tends the Gospel Tabernacle in Cedar 

Rapids.  

 

20 years ago: 1998 

January 4 - Jodi Hochstedler will be 

leaving January 7 for SST in Costa 

Rica for the coming semester. 

January 11 - Dale and Linda Miller 

left on Friday to work with Habitat 

for Humanity in Texas.   

January 18 - Congratulations to Kar-

la and Kelly Doerksen on the birth of 

Jacob Lee who was born Thursday, 

January 15.  

January 25 - Jacob Elias, Professor at 

AMBS will present a course on three 

weekends on 1 & 2 Thessalonians. 

Seminary credit is available. Brochures 

are under the mailboxes.  

 

10 years ago: 2008 

January 6 - To the children of East 

Union: Please help yourselves to the 

copper spirals on the Christmas tree 

in the lobby. Enjoy them for years to 

come. Worship Committee  

 

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage 

60 years ago: 1958 

January 26 - Jesus was deeply con-

cerned over three classes of people --- 

the least, the lost, and the last.   
 

50 years ago:  1968 

January 7 - Congratulations to James 

and Ruth (Stoltzfus) Boller. They were 

married December 30.  

January 28 - Tom Yoder, Dean 

Rhodes, and Kathy Brenneman from this 

congregation are among ten seniors 

from IMS serving on a public relations 

team in Nebraska this weekend.  

  

40 years ago: 1977 

January 8 - As this bulletin is being 

prepared we are keenly aware of the 

uncertainty of our plans being carried 

out. If God wills it so, we will be here 

together to worship on this Sunday 

morning, January 8. James 4:15 is a good 

verse for us to remember as we enter 

this new year.  

January 22 - Parents and children tak-

ing part in the dedication service today 

are: Gene and Judy Bontrager and 

Derek Benjamin, Marlan and Ortun Lo-

gan and Dirk William, Nelson and Mary 

Nelson and Randall Lee, Dale and Char-

lene Rhodes and Sara Suzanne, Gerald 

and Kathy Yoder and Shawna Lynette, 

and Tom and Dori Yoder and Anneke 

Ruth.  

I do not know what still 

awaits,  

or what the morrow brings; 

But with the glad salute     

of faith,  

I hail its open wings! 

 

For this I know -  

that in my Lord  

shall all my needs be met; 

And I can trust the        

heart of Him  

who has not failed me yet. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjp8NuE36_YAhUD64MKHeOXDPcQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsail-with.us%2Ffather-time-new-year&psig=AOvVaw10BdZHhJJPQj2CxOCU0FSN&ust=1514654752617411
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East Union Christmas Program - 2017 

For unto us a 

child is born, unto 

us a Son is given. 
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Mennonite Women Meeting - January 2 
Some minds are 

like concrete. 

Thoroughly 

mixed up and 

permanently 

set. 

Engage 

Scripture:  Matthew 14:13-21 
 

Devotional Leader: Grace Rempel 
 

Project: Cash for Food for Hunger 
 

Soup will be provided. Please bring 

  Relish, sandwiches and desserts 

5615 Gable Ave. SW 

PO Box 760 

Kalona, Iowa 52247 

 

Phone: 319-656-2590 

Email: eucares@kctc.net 

Website: 

eastunionmennonite.org 

Pastor:   

Joel Beachy - 319.591.0187 

Elders: 

Larry Detweiler - 319.828.4461 

Wanda Yoder - 319.430-6406 

Will Miller - 319.461.4115 

Karen Harvey - 319.656.3009 

Office Manager: 

Crystal Wade - 319.541.8894 

East Union Mennonite Church Contact Information 

*Published monthly by and for the 

friends of East Union Mennonite 

Church. 

Articles for the March edition of the 

Second Century Chronicle are due 

by Sunday, October 22. All   contri-

butions are encouraged & welcome! 

Fundraiser Meal for Emily Miller 

Sunday, January 7 

East Union will be hosting a fundraiser meal for Emily  

Miller, daughter of Dennis & Sally, to help support her as 

she continues to undergo chemo. Due to her recent move, 

Emily has not accrued sick or vacation leave, which is an 

issue as she received ongoing chemo treatment. All funds 

will go directly to ongoing living expenses.  

CHOW -  Wednesday, January 10 

Prayer Walk 

 

Sunday, January 7  

immediately following 

fundraiser meal. 
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    JANUARY  2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 

 

 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

Joel & Catrina 

  Miiller 

2 

Mennonite                                                 

Women 
 

Dorothy Helmuth 

Clayton White 

3 
Emily Yoder 

Linda Tones 

Victor & Megan 

  Gingerich  ‘09 

 

Quilting & Knotting 

6-9 pm 

4 

 

 

Iva Showalter 

Nick Santoro 

5 

 

 

 

6 

 

 

Sarena Gerber 

7  Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 

 

Jacob Geyer 

 

Fundraiser Meal 

& 

Prayer Walk  

8 

 

 

9 
 

 

 

10 

 

Lori Hochstetler 

Jerre & Tammi 

  Erb ‘81 

 

CHOW 
 

11 

 

Blake 

 Hemachandra 

 12 
 

 

13 

 

Tim Yoder 

14 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 
 

 

Joe Fernau 

Warren & Emily 

  Yoder ‘17 

 

15 

 

 

 

 

Etta Graber 

16 

 

 

Elizabeth Rhodes 

17 

 

 

Annie Yoder 

 

 

18 

 

 

Dale Troyer 

19 

 

 

 

20 

 

 

Lauri Droll 

21 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 

 

Letha Yoder 

Pam Stoltzfus 

Tim Litwiller 

22 

 

 

23 

 

Dennis Miller 

Matt Rhodes 

Allie Guengerich 

 

Church Council 

Meeting 7 pm 

24 
 

 

Lois Gugel 

Derek & Nici 

  Bontrager ‘04 

 

 

 

25 

 

 

Nita Miller 

26 

 

 

Angela Beary 

Dale Miller 

Will Dehogues 

27 

 

 

Nora Dickel 

Barb Schlabach 

28  Morning  

Worship 9:30am 

 
 

29 

 

Michael Santoro 

Tucker Rhodes 

30 

 

Gladys Schlabaugh 

Frank Hochstetler 

Stacey Milani 
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