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From the Pastor’s Desk
Several exciting developments are going to take place in the coming months. We hope to begin a
men’s Bible study in February on the book of Mark. This is to help continue our biblical literacy, as
well as meet one of the goals of our conference covenant together, which includes reading the Bible
whenever we gather. So far, we have six men signed up!
In February, we also will plan to have a churchwide town hall meeting. This will provide us with an
opportunity to have conversations in a round-table format. Our topic for this first town hall meeting
should be low stakes and low anxiety. We want to talk about what aspects of church life together at
East Union is going well and what our dreams are for the future. Then, throughout the year we will
plan to have several other town hall meetings to continue our conversation or talk about other ways
that we do community together. A future town hall meeting that we anticipate later in the year will
be to give opportunity for various committees to talk about their hopes and dreams for the coming
church year. The congregation will then have the chance to speak into those visions for the year by
affirming and making suggestions, again from a round-table format.
The group that met to read, Fresh Wind, Fresh Fire is continuing to be challenged by the author’s
experience of a revitalized community at Brooklyn Tabernacle through the power of prayer. We are
continuing to discuss how we can integrate prayer to maintain a greater attentiveness to what the
Holy Spirit is doing and calling us to do at East Union. A small group may begin meeting to pray
together over the next month or so. A broader invitation to the rest of the congregation may develop
from this, so pay attention for more details to come.
Speaking of a fresh wind and a fresh fire, the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day community
celebration at Bethel AME on Monday, January 15 was a phenomenal, transformative experience for
many of the East Union choir members. I, myself, was deeply move by Bethel AME’s invitation for us
to participate in this service, and we are looking forward to future relationship-building opportunities
with this predominantly African American church community in Iowa City. One of the ways we hope
to connect with the community is through a pulpit exchange. We are currently looking at the possibility of making an exchange during the spring, after Easter.
I would also like to acknowledge the many ways that I see the Holy Spirit being an active part of the
life of East Union. The last several weeks during service we have had some moments of profound
sharing and prayer together. The healing service saw upwards of 20 people coming forward for
personal healing and healing on the behalf of others. These moments are occasions for individuals
and the church community to recommit ourselves to faithfully following Christ in all that we say and
do. My prayer is that we continue to seek God in all aspects of our lives and that we can faithfully and
confidently proclaim when we experience “God moments” in our personal lives and in the life of the
church. May it be so.
Peace and Blessings, Pastor Joel Beachy

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage
30 years ago: 1988
February 21 - Walter and Alta
Marner will have their 55th Anniversary on February 22. Their daughter,
Anita, and her family and their son,
K.F. and his family are spending this
weekend here helping their parents
and grandparents celebrate the
occasion.

60 years ago: 1958
February 2 - The John Hershberger
family is attending at Pleasant Valley and
assisting in the work there.
February 9 - Cradle Roll: Tod Eash
born Feb. 1 to Mr. and Mrs. Wallace
Fisher; Eugenia Jo born Feb 2 to Mr. and
Mrs. Leo Hershberger; Lamar Gene
born Feb 7 to Mr. and Mrs. Ervin Miller.
February 16 - Catherine Kay was born
Feb 10 to Mr. and Mrs. Simon Mullet.

50 years ago: 1968
February 11 - Mr. and Mrs. Dale
Logan are the parents of a daughter,
Karla Renee, born February 8.
February 18 - Mr. and Mrs. John
Kauffman are the parents of a daughter,
Marina Dawn, born Saturday, February
17.

February 28 - MYF will meet tonight
at 6:00 pm at the church for our Pizza
Kick-off.

February 5 - Next Sunday morning we
plan to have Dennis Good give us a
short informative report concerning the
possibility of having a Provident Book
Store in Iowa City. The evening
program will be for further presentation
and discussion.
February 12 - We extend congratulations to Dave and Doris Plank. Their
first grandson, Christopher James, was
born Wednesday, Feb 1.

How can I show I need Him?
Should I send a heart, with lace?
How can I thank Him enough
For His sacrifice, love and grace?

20 years ago: 1998
February 8 - Everyone’s Invited: It’s
time for the annual “Battle for the
Padded Bench.” Come cheer on both
of East Union’s church league teams
as they compete (have fun!) against
each other at 8:00 p.m. at IMS. And
help celebrate Doyle Geyer’s 40th
birthday with cake and ice cream
following.
February 22 - Congratulations and
best wishes to Ryan and LaVerda
Knepp on the birth of a daughter,
Xena Marie. She weighed 7 lbs., 11 oz.
and was born on February 13.

10 years ago: 2008
40 years ago: 1978

What can I give to Jesus
On this special Valentine’s Day?
How can I tell Him I’ll love Him,
And follow Him, come what may?

February 3 - Alta Marner’s 96th
birthday will be Feb 10. The family is
requesting that we send cards to her
at Wellman.
February 17 - Church Council has
approved using a calling service for
announcements, cancellations, etc.
Please fill out the gold form in your
mailboxes today and place them in
the secretary’s box as soon as
possible.
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What Valentine can I give Him,
My adoration to impart?
I’ll give to Him what He wants most;
I’ll yield to Him my heart.

CHOW Event on Wednesday, January 10th
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Mennonite Women Meeting - February 6
Scripture: Matthew 14:22-23,
Mark 1:35-38

Retreat

Devotional Leader: Joel Beachy
Project: Kalona Food Pantry
Enchiladas (full meal provided)

The Will of
God never
takes you to
where the
Grace of God
will not
protect you.

February 14
Meal served from
6-6:30 with
service beginning
at 6:45.

February 4

CHOW
Tuesday, February 20
Annual Business Meeting
Sunday, February 25
Townhall Meeting during
Sunday school hour
East Union Mennonite Church Contact Information
5615 Gable Ave. SW
PO Box 760
Kalona, Iowa 52247
Phone: 319-656-2590
Email: eucares@kctc.net
Website:
eastunionmennonite.org

Pastor:
Joel Beachy - 319.591.0187
Elders:
Larry Detweiler - 319.828.4461
Wanda Yoder - 319.430-6406
Will Miller - 319.461.4115
Karen Harvey - 319.656.3009
Office Manager:
Crystal Wade - 319.541.8894
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*Published monthly by and for the
friends of East Union Mennonite
Church.
Articles for the March edition of the
Second Century Chronicle are due
by Sunday, February 18. All contributions are encouraged & welcome!

East Union has chosen to support Iglesia Zoar and pastor Jose Gutierrez in Mexico. Following is a report from Jose about their activies over the past year and their goals for
next year. I felt like saying “wow” and “praise the Lord” while reading this report. It feels
good to be a part of t his project and work. Thanks for all the support offered and continuing to pray for Jose and the work of Iglesia Zoar. ~Nyle Kauffman
Reynosa, Tamaulipas January 7, 2018
Dear brothers and friends, we thank God for each and every one of you who have confidence to trust in this ministry and in the work that God has left us in the Community de Flores de Mayo in Zoar, with each and every one
of the children and families that live here.
I want to tell you all that has happened in our community in the year, 2017, our achievements, as well as, the
projects for this 2018.
1. We began the year after passing dangerous situations because the local cartel had threatened our security.
After praying and fasting to God we were able to return and in January we are ready with new meetings and
all the activities functioning like normal.
2. Due to the threat of kidnapping and death, some bad people destroyed and robbed our chicken houses, but
this year we made a bigger chicken home and we managed to acquire more chickens, achieving a production
of 25 eggs per week in the church alone.
3. We managed to rescue the literacy classes, and we managed to have a significant amount of superior students compared to the year before in 2016, as well as new members in classes and services.
4. We managed to continue and rescue the programs of nutrition with the kids starting in January with no children and stopping in December with more than forty little ones who are taking advance of the food and vitamins.
5. We managed to restart the permaculture workshops in the community, having great acceptance with the
inhabitants and the brothers and sisters.
6. We had the opportunity to plan vegetables as well as fruit of the season, such as papaya, melon, oregano,
tomato, onion, potato, garlic, cilantro, and carrots among others.
7. We planted orange, moringa, lemon, and papaya trees among others. We bought four sheep that are on the
church grounds to teach the brothers and sisters how to care for animals.
8. Thanks to donations we have acquired approximately two acres of land that we are working to clear and prepare the land for the start of planting in February of this year.
9. We have started the showing of Christian films and of family values in the church for the families of the community in order to help each family grow spiritually and morally.
10. We have started the installation of drop or gravity irrigation on all the property of Iglesia Zoar.
11. We have started the community food program with families each Sunday after the services in Flores de Mayo
having great acceptance and fruits with the brothers and sisters. Other possible programs and services such
as visits to families, personal assistance, aid to the families, rebuilding some homes, installing plumbing in
homes and the church.
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Things we’ve learned:

1. We learned to use lunar calendars.
2. We learned to make and use bio-fertilizers and insecticides.
3. We learned not to plant in December, the col climates damaged some of the plants like beans, mucama, corn, and
some vegetables that we had planted.

Projects:
1. In a few days, we will begin to plant a part of the 2 hectares.

2. We will be building larger chicken houses and acquiring more roosters and hens for better production.
3. We are starting the execution of our farming project on the two acres, mimicking a self-sustaining farm with the
participation of the families from Flores de Mayo
4. We will start the construction work of a house that Rachel and I want, if God allows us to go living in this place.
5. We will start the construction of a corral for animals such as sheep and goats.
6. We started the work for the expansion of the local church building as people who are currently attending the programs and meetings are going over the building’s capacity.
7. We will start the construction of a soccer field to promote sports in the community and get the young people away
from drugs and the local cartel.

8. We will start the construction of an area for the children’s play ground.
9. We will start the construction of a small building for the health and medication attention for families.
10. We will begin the construction of a building for the purpose of education; for the teaching of literacy classes as
well as permaculture workshops.

Many thanks for all of your support, for each dollar, for each check sent, for each prayer, y’all are here with us each
day that we are here. God bless you and multiply all your blessings.

Pastor Jose Gutierrez
Ministerios Zoar
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February is Food Pantry month at East Union
Mennonite Women and the Shekinah Sunday School class are once again organizing a food drive to help stock the Kalona Food Pantry at the United Christian Baptist Church. Remember to bring your donations starting next Sunday,
February 4th! Let’s pack the back of the sanctuary!
What to Bring: canned fruit/vegetables, canned soup, canned protein (meat, peanut
butter, beans), cereals, pasta, rice, boxed meals, dish soup, bar soup, personal hygiene
items (tissue, toothbrush/paste, deodorant), calendars, cake mix, cookies, Jell-O, pudding, and donations for fresh produce & meat

Circle of Grace Curriculum
for Children and Youth
coming in April
Circle of Grace is a Christian safe environment curriculum that helps to form and educate children and youth about the value of positive relationships with God and others. The Circle of Grace curriculum teaches children and youth how to identify and maintain appropriate physical, emotional, spiritual, and sexual boundaries; recognize when boundary violations are about to occur; and demonstrate how
to take action when boundaries are threatened or violated. A generous donation has made Circle of Grace available to
any Mennonite congregation free of charge.
The basic philosophy of the Circle of Grace curriculum is that God has created each of us as unique and special. Genesis
1:27 tells us that we are created in God’s image and that God saw this as “very good.” In that goodness, we are meant to
respect ourselves and everyone else as persons created and loved by God. Children are taught to recognize God’s love
by helping them understand that each of us lives and moves in a Circle of Grace.
The Circle of Grace activities will be offered to primary, junior youth, and MYF classes during Sunday school for one
month each year. The Circle of Grace curriculum will not replace the Sunday school curriculum currently in use. Sunday
school teachers and helpers will lead the Circle of Grace curriculum with students in their regular Sunday school groups.
The Nurture Committee has selected the four Sundays in April following Easter to implement the curriculum for the first
time this year.
As a church family, we share responsibility to keep our kids safe. We hope that this curriculum helps our children understand how very special they are and how relationships in life are called to be sacred. Understanding this can help them
protect the special people they are and be respectful of others.
A parent meeting is planned for Sunday, March 4 to answer questions and provide information.
Becky Yoder and Christine Maust Beachy, Nurture Committee
7

8

FEBRUARY 2018

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

Fri
2

Marianna Miller
Joe Martinez
Bev Swartzentruber
Mike & Beth
Carolan ‘10

4

Morning
Worship 9:30am

Communion

11 Morning
Worship 9:30am

IMS Touring
Choir
Byron Miller

5
Madalyn Carolan
Adina Miller
David & Chris
Charles ‘77

12
Kara Yoder
Doyle Geyer
Jonathon
Hershberger
Linda & Chris
Tones ‘05

6
Mennonite
Women

7

8

Catrina Miiller
LaMar Miller

Ken Hochstedler

14

9

10

Tim & Denise
Litwiller ‘02

IMS Chili Supper

15

Bea Knepp

3
Herb Miller

Quilting & Knotting
6-9 pm

13

Sat

16

17

James Miller
Jeremy Yoder
Jeff Boller
Jeff Swartzentruber
Jace Rempel
Linnea Slabaugh

CHOW

18 Morning
Worship 9:30am

19

20

21

Annual Business
Meeting
6:30 pm
Vince Rhodes
Aiden Kolck

Church Council
Meeting

25

26

27

Townhall Meeting

Fiona Graber
Dale & Linda
Miller ‘59

Dave Yoder
Emma George

Morning
Worship 9:30am

28

9

22

23

Tina Erb

Loretta Kauffman
Ed & Anna
Yoder ‘56

24

