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The 2nd Century Chronicle

For the Pastor’s Desk
Mission Statement:
East Union Mennonite Church is a community of love and worship where the Scriptures and the Spirit guide all to faithful living, all are welcome to grow in the way of Jesus, and we share God’s love
with others in word and service, so that we are a light of hope here and around the world.
Motto: Growing in the way of Jesus, sharing God’s love, word, and hope.
The new church year began on September 1, and there are some great things getting started, including the
women’s Bible study that is meeting at 3:00 p.m. at the church on Sunday afternoons. Another thing I am
really excited about is an elder retreat we will have in a week. This year the elders, church council, and I will
be completing a retreat at Crooked Creek Christian Camp on October 6-7. Part of this time will be an opportunity to do group and relationship building activities, but the largest portion of our time will be spent reflecting on the church’s mission statement and motto.
The question that I hope we at East Union continue to answer is how are we embodying or living out the
mission statement of East Union. For a mission statement or motto to be effective, two important things must
be in place. First, congregants should know what these statements are and be able to restate them. This is not
a test or a “gotcha” situation. In fact, I would not be able to repeat either verbatim without reading them. If I
am not able to repeat these two statements, then my assumption is that there are others in the congregation
who would find it difficult to repeat either statement word-for-word. Secondly, it is important for our congregation to reflect periodically on what the mission statement/motto is in order to assess whether or not we are
living this out. In considering a mission statement, churches may discover that the statement does not reflect
what they are doing. This does not mean that the mission statement is ineffective or needs to be changed, but
it may indicate the need to adjust practices and activities to better reflect the statement. We may even discover ways that we are already living out the statement that we had not considered before. Conversely, we
may discover that some of our practices at East Union are very important to us, but do not reflect the mission
statement. We may choose to incorporate those practices or activities into our statement.
One of my hopes for East Union is for each and every attending member to be able to articulate what is that
we “do” at East Union and express “why” it is important to us. If someone were to walk up to you today and
ask you why you attend East Union and what East Union is about, would you be able to give an answer? If not,
that is okay. We don’t often practice those types of conversations, and our reasons can change throughout
various stages of our lives. However, my hope is that we continue to explore what it means to be a part of
God’s kingdom at East Union Mennonite Church. I hope that we will continue to learn and grow as a
community of believers, and that we may gain confidence and be excited to share how God is working in our
individual lives and the life of the congregation.
I Peter 3:15 (NRSV)
15
But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who
asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect . . .
Peace and Blessings,
Pastor Joel Beachy

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage
30 years ago: 1987
October 4 - Thank you for the prayers and cards received after the death
of a fraternity brother, Kirk Burrach.
Doug Moberly

60 years ago: 1957
October 6 - The Canning Committee
thanks all who donated and helped can
172 quarts of apples and 47 quarts of
tomato juice last Tuesday.
October 20 - A son, Darrel Gene, was
born to Melvin and Veva Herschberger
on October 11.

50 years ago: 1967
October 8 - John Hershberger and
Eddie Miller are with two carloads of
MDS men from this area who went to
Texas to help with flood clean-up.
October 15 - Mr. and Mrs. Rollin
Brenneman are the parents of a son,
Paul Laverne, born October 7.
October 15 - Mr. and Mrs. Edward
Yoder are the parents of a daughter,
Julie Ann, born October 13.

40 years ago: 1977
October 9 - We extend congratulations to Randy and Jody Miller and Don
and Verna Zook. Randys have a son,
Derrick Brian, born October 1. Dons
have a daughter, Kathleen Renee, born
October 2.
October 23 - Lonnie has not lost his
tongue, he just isn’t talking much these
days. He gave up all four wisdom teeth
on Friday.

20 years ago: 1997
October 12 - If you take cassette
tapes out of the library, remember to
check them out and to return them in
a few days or a week so others can
listen to them also.

10 years ago: 2007
October 7 - Marion and Rosemary
Detweiler of Williamsburg will celebrate their 60th wedding anniversary
with an open house from 2:30 to 5:00
p.m. at the City Hall in Parnell.
October 7 - Wanted! Women who
love chocolate, who love coffee, who
need to laugh, who need to talk, who
want all of the above! Please join us
Tuesday, October 16th at East Union
at 7:00 for an enjoyable evening,
hopefully the first of many.
October 21 - The East Union MYF
and Jr. MYF will be hosting a Fall Fun
Festival, a Trick or Treat option, for
families with children on Wednesday,
October 31 from 6-7:45 pm during
CHOW at the church. The Fall Fun
Festival will begin with supper and
have fun carnival type activities for the
children starting at 6:30. There will
also be karaoke and fun treats and
prizes. Bring your children and join
the fun.
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God has given me a place on earth
to be here for a while.
I hope that as I’m passing through
I can make somebody smile.
I want to make life easier
for all the ones I meet.
I ask God for His blessings
to the stranger on the street.
I hope I’ll never fail a friend
if I can help somehow.
I want to be as generous
as my resources will allow.
And when my life on earth is done,
it will be my final plea.
Let someone, somewhere think or say,

“You made a difference to me.”
~ Helen Bush

* If you would like to donate towards the
Villatoro family fund challenge, you may
mail a check to: Central Plains Mennonite
Conference, P.O. Box 101, Freeman, SD
57029, designated for the Villatoro Family
Fund.

3

Excerpts from a letter from Kenneth Hochstedler about his enjoyable summer with Food For All, offering some thoughts, observations and questions.
1st Question: Why did you start Food For All?
Amy Spencer responded that she recognized food insecurity was present in the Kalona Community.
She asked the Lord to help her find a way to meet some of the need in a respectful way.
2nd Question: What happened this summer with the program?
Amy indicated this was the 4th Summer of Food For All. She feels there was a start of creative community e.g. Children were getting along and playing together better , etc,
I observed Amy’s leadership to be attentive and unobtrusive. Undivided attention to each person or
situation, whether a smile with a word of welcome or listening to a concern. Several times I told her
how wonderful she is with all, especially children. She simply responded, "because I love them.”
In addition to many others, I enjoyed a group of men who came for the lunch and to volunteer. I
learned they were part of the local Retrograde (a common railroad term meaning to reverse or turn
around) Ministries. They live together in a house in Kalona. Michael Evans, the facilitator, related he
attended college in hopes of becoming a missionary. However, along the way he took an internship
with Teen Challenge and liked the work. He indicated the program is for men who struggle with addiction. The men loved the food , socialized and at times helped to prepare the table or cleaned up after.
IMS students who came one day with a staff member; helped in the kitchen, socialized , and of course
ate lunch. Local area churches including East Union supported in many ways including volunteering in
person, donating food, or preparing dishes.
The lunch was free. Donations were welcome in a box on the table. 2, 1OO meals with many carryouts.
The average attendance was 49.
Personally I loved the atmosphere, the people and the summer—like food . Included were melons ,
strawberries, tomatoes, lettuce to go with sliced meat or peanut butter sandwiches and milk and pastries for dessert. Oh, I scream for ice cream a week.
I looked forward to coming; it afforded a noon break, lunch, being with people and to volunteer: at
times. I felt a part of the program and plan to continue.

East Union Mennonite Church Contact Information
5615 Gable Ave. SW
PO Box 760
Kalona, Iowa 52247
Phone: 319-656-2590
Email: eucares@kctc.net
Website:
eastunionmennonite.org

Pastor:
Joel Beachy - 319.591.0187
Elders:
Larry Detweiler - 319.828.4461
Wanda Yoder - 319.430-6406
Will Miller - 319.461.4115
Karen Harvey - 319.656.3009
Office Manager:
Crystal Wade - 319.541.8894
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*Published monthly by and for the
friends of East Union Mennonite
Church.
Articles for the November edition
of the Second Century Chronicle
are due by Sunday, October 22. All
contributions are encouraged &
welcome!

Senior Saints
Day 2017
On Monday, September 18, a group of 35 gathered to share a meal and reflect
on the goodly heritage passed on to them at East Union Mennonite Church.
Joel Beachy gathered reflective comments from the ministers who have served
East Union in the past number of years, plus contacted family members of
those deceased, for their memories or used L Glen Guengerich's book, Our
Goodly Heritage as a resource. The senior saints listened, heard, remembered
and laughed at the antidotes shared.
New stories surfaced and questions stirred memories of one's own journey at
East Union. A meal of mashed potatoes, beef and gravy, plus summer produce
was served, with ice cream and homemade apple pie for dessert. Lauralee
Kauffman and Grace Rempel prepared the meal. Becky Yoder and Joel Beachy
planned the program.
A recreation of the book cover from L Glen Guengerich's book, Our Goodly
Heritage, served as the welcoming visual. Prior to the program, a variety of
old hymns were sung, with Grace Rempel providing accompaniment. The event
concluded with the hymn 606!
By: Wanda Yoder
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Mennonite Women Meeting - October 3

Sunday, October 8
Guest Host Noon or Night

temptation

Devotional Leader: Becky Yoder
Project: Cash for MCC Health Care

Sack lunch

CHOW - October 11
Meal begins at 6pm with
program for all ages
beginning at 7pm.
Meal: Stewards Class

Sunday, October 22
Youth/Advocate lunch

Sunday, October 29
All Saints
Remembrance Day
6

may knock
once, but

Scripture: John 21:15-19

Do

Opportunity

bangs on your
front door
forever.

All are welcome to come
and hear from Carey
Miller, Betsy Slabaugh,
and Christine Maust
Beachy as they share
about the Crowded Closet

Camp East
Union 2017
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OCTOBER 2017

Sun
1

Mon
2

Keith Dickel
Bobbie Hershberger Jerry & Lou
Miller ‘76
Eloise Miiller
Carey & Joani
Miller ‘11

Tue
3
Mennonite
Women

Wed

Thu

4

5

LeMar & Kenlyn
Miller ‘96

Edward Miller
Hannah Erb

Fri

Sat

6

7

Trent & Tammy
Yoder ‘01

Sheldon Yoder
Clayton & Tina
Hershberger ‘78

14

Braden Hartsock
Choir practice 7 pm

8 Morning
Worship 9:30am
Behla Schmidt
Sam Yoder
Ruby Fernau

9

10

Evelyn Charles

11

12

13

Lori Gerber
Elspeth Charles

James & Tina
Erb ‘91

Julie Yoder

CHOW
Choir practice

15

16

David Charles

Beckett Miiller
Doug & Pam
Stoltzfus ‘76

Morning
Worship 9:30am

22 Morning
Worship 9:30am

23
Kara Groenewold

17

18

19

Sally Miller
Tiffany Fisher

Lauralee Kauffman

Linda Miller
Greg & Lisa
Schmidt ‘96

Mark Atkinson

Brad Hershberger

25

26

27

28

Emma Brenneman

Ervin Miller
Audrey Miller

Dorothea Moberly
Derek Bontrager

Ryan & LaVerda
Knepp ‘95

Church Council
Mtg 7 pm

24
Don & Verna
Zook ‘70
Joe & Carmen
Fernau ‘09

Central Plains
Webinar 7:30 pm

29 Morning
Worship 9:30am

Denny Yoder
Tom Miller &
Rebecca Beachy
Miller ‘05

30

31

Jenna Boller
Laura Miller
Wally & Marilyn
Fisher ‘93

Bryce Bailey

20

21

Choir practice 7 pm

Choir practice 7 pm
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