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From the Pastor’s Desk  
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Parables are one of the most wonderful gifts that have been given to us in the New Testament. The stories that 
Jesus used to teach were both insightful and mystifying. The disciples asked Jesus why he taught the people us-
ing parables, and Jesus responded this way in Matthew 13:13, 
 

“13 The reason I speak to them in parables is that ‘seeing they do not perceive, and hearing they do not 
listen, nor do they understand.’”  

 
There is a real sense that parables act both as a bridge and a barrier to our understanding of what Jesus taught. 
Instead of easy answers, Jesus asks the listener or reader to wrestle with the story, consider it from several    
angles, mull it over, and sit with it over time. Parables provide an excellent starting point for conversation about 
what the kingdom of God looks like and how it is becoming reality in the here and now. 
 
This summer we have embarked on a twelve-week journey to explore some of the parables that Jesus shared 
with his disciples and the people he taught. Each week we are attempting to listen to these parables with fresh 
ears. How is Jesus speaking into our context and our present reality through these ancient stories? 
 
One of the reasons I appreciate Jesus’ use of stories as a teaching method is that stories are relatable. They open 
our minds to see the world in new ways. Like stories read to us by family or teachers, the parables capture our 
imaginations and sometimes speak to who we dream to become. Parables, like other stories, allow us to identify 
with various characters within the story. We can imagine the dilemmas and struggles that each character must 
undertake. We can also see in these stories the real and sometimes frustrating complexities of life. 
 
Instead of simply saying, “Hear the words of the Lord and obey them,” in Matthew 13:1-9, Jesus told a story of 
the sower. A person who scatters seed on various types of soil. By relating a story about a farmer scattering 
seed, Jesus creates a picture that is immediately recognizable to people’s everyday lives. The listener would un-
derstand the difficulty of sowing seed in places where the ground is formidable. At the same time, this story of 
the sower is not explicit in its meaning. The first-time reader or listener must process what Jesus is suggesting 
through this metaphor. Am I the sower, the seed, or the soil? Sometimes how we hear these stories can change 
based on our developmental stage of life. Do we hear Jesus’ parables the same way as a child, teenager, young 
adult, adult, or older adult? 
 
My hope for East Union is that we may engage these parables anew, with fresh ears and eyes. Let us allow these 
stories to speak into our lives again.  
 
Peace and Blessings,   Pastor Joel Beachy 
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30 years ago: 1987 

July 12 - Junior MYF will meet at the 

church today at 2:15 pm to go swim-

ming at Iowa City. Bring 75 cents to 

cover the swimming fee and $1 for a 

picnic in the park. We will return to 

the church around 8 p.m. Please let 

the leaders know if you need a ride to 

Iowa City by this morning.   

July 26 - All ladies of the church are 

invited to a miscellaneous bridal 

shower for Karleen Kauffman on  

Saturday morning, August 1, at 9:30 

a.m. in the fellowship hall. 
 

20 years ago: 1997 

July 6 - Congratulations and best 

wishes to Greg Hochstetler who 

graduated June 28th, from the Univer-

sity of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics’ 

Program in Radiologic Technology. 

 

10 years ago: 2007 

July 1 - Congratulations and best 

wishes to Jill Miller and Bill Hartsock 

who were married here yesterday.  

July 8 - Interested persons from our 

congregation are invited to a meal at 

East Union fellowship hall Sunday 

noon, July 15, to meet four adults 

from Riobamba, Ecuador. They are 

visiting churches in this area, hoping 

to dialogue with members of our 

church about Anabaptist thought and 

life as they begin a Mennonite congre-

gation in their hometown. 

July 22 - Congratulations and best 

wishes to Charles (Chuck) Yoder and 

Janet Hanson who were married  

yesterday at the home of Bruce and 

Karen in Kalona.  

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage 

60 years ago: 1957 

July 1 - New to this world: David Lynn 

born to Jay and Emma Rhodes on June 

26. Julia born to Lowell and Lola Erb 

June 27.  

July 28 - The marriage of Darlene   

Miller and Dale Logan will take place 

Saturday evening, August 3, at 6:30 

o’clock. You are invited to attend. 
 

50 years ago:  1967 

July 2 - Plan to attend the July 4 picnic 

at the church. The pot-luck supper will 

be served at 5:30 pm. Bring your copy 

of the “Church and Sunday School 

Hymnal,” the evening will be spent sing-

ing from it.  

July 16 - Welcome Kerstine Matsson, 

ICYE student from Sweden who will be 

living in our community and worshipping 

with us during the coming year.  

 

40 years ago: 1977 

July 24 - The MYF will meet Wednes-

day evening at 6 p.m. at the church for a 

bike ride. We will leave the church at 

6:30 p.m. sharp and return to the 

church later in the evening for pizza. 

July 31 - Mr. and Mrs. Marlan Logan are 

the parents of a son, Dirk William, born 

July 22. Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Miller are 

parents of a son, Randall Lee, born July 

24. 

 

We have truly                  

been set free 

For Christ has                       

redeemed us; 

We can walk in                   

His holy power 

And know His                    

saving love. 
 

May we stand fast                

in this freedom, 

Not to be again ensnared 

By the heavy yoke              

we once had borne 

When spiritually                 

we were dead. 
 

But thanks be to God, 

Who has given us                

the liberty 

Who has resurrected us 

To walk in His victory. 
 

Galatians 5:1 
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On June 9 & 10 there were 35 students who were Digging for 
Treasure in Jesus’ parables at East Union’s Vacation Bible School! 
Students learned why Jesus used parables to teach and they also 
explored some of the parables through lessons, a few visits from 
our friends Wilmer and Barbie, and through crafts and activities. 

  

In addition to our 6 teachers who taught Preschool through 6th 
grade, we had many other volunteers that helped Bible School run 
smoothly! Each day students had two recesses, two crafts, music 
time, lunch, snacks, and an organized active response to the les-
sons. Volunteers were rewarded for their hard work by receiving 
breakfast each day, as well as special afternoon treats! 

  

Our mission for Bible School was to raise money to send to MCC 
for Relief Kits. The Bible School children were able to raise 
$488.02 in just two days - which is enough to fill over 12 Relief Kits! 
In a special offering during the Sunday program we were able to 
raise an additional $653.90 (an additional 16 Relief Kits)! In addi-
tion to the amount raised, Church Council has approved the dona-
tion of any unused budgeted money for Bible School - which will 
result in an additional donation. Thank you so much to the students 
who brought money to Bible School, all who contributed to the spe-
cial offering during the Bible School program, and to the many vol-
unteers who chose to provide in-kind donations to Bible School by 
not submitting their receipts!  

  

Thank you again to all who helped! 

      ~ Catrina Miiller, Bible School Committee 

East Union  Vacation Bible 

School - 2017 
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Central Plains Mennonite Conference  

Sioux Falls, SD       June 2017 
 

Excerpts from the conference by Nyle Kauffman, Allison Troyer, Nelson Miller & Janet Geyer 

Attending conferences always a rich experience because of meeting old friends making new 

friends singing and worshiping together and accomplishing some of the church business. This 

meeting was Again full of those type of experiences. 
 

A year ago the delegates were asked to consider and approve a covenant of spiritual practices for 

central plains conference. At our table Discussion Group this year we were asked to report on how 

are churches were doing to accomplish the spiritual practices listed. The spiritual practices are as 

follows: 
 

1. worship.  

2. prayer fasting and generous giving.  

3. Bible study in congregations and Conference gatherings.  

4. Accept and offer Hospitality. 

5. Bible study with neighbors and strangers.  

6. Peace making, loving kindness and forgiveness. 
 

So how would you say we're doing on these spiritual practices. I believe our study of Parables this 

summer would fit into scripture study. I'm sure that many of us pray but I'm not aware that we 

have any organized activities to promote this. Some churches are having regular times of prayer 

and fasting. Others have Bible study scheduled. One suggestion that has been made is that the 

first Tuesday of every month we should fast and pray for the max villatoro family. Max was taken 

from his family on the first Tuesday of the month.Some congregations are doing this. 
 

I encouraging us as a congregation or as individuals t think about what can we do to promote 

these spiritual practices at East Union? I'm sure all the delegates and Joel would be interested in 

feedback on this subject. 
 

Thank you and prayers for us as we go forward that we may be a witness in this community.                               

 ~Nyle 
 

 
 

Three years of going to Conference and each year a different experience. Each year is a 

learning experience. Stretching my mind around what I am hearing, seeing and feeling. Hearing 

sermons and stories of what other churches and communities are doing. It makes me very hopeful 

for the growth of the church and the continuing growth of God’s works.  
 

Getting to know new people and hearing their stories around the tables. Renewing old acquaint-

ances. Learning that we are doing the work of the church in our communities. And not just there 

but in the broader world - Columbia, Ecuador, Venezuela, and the Congo. Being able to talk to 

people that have been there learning from their experiences, and maybe being a little envious.  
 

Three years of learning and growing for me has been good. If you are asked to represent East    

Union in this way, I’m convinced it will be a good experience for you.   ~Nelson 
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 This was my first time attending the annual meeting & my first time being a  

delegate. If I can do it, anyone can! I wasn't sure what to expect, but I sort of compare it to going 

to camp as a kid. In the beginning, the introvert in me was anxious to go home! I got into the  

routine, learned a lot, & met God in worship & deeper conversations as the weekend went on. I 

was sad when it was over on Sunday morning (especially as #118 echoed through the chapel), but 

yet very anxious to get home to my family.  

The mornings began with worship with Meghan Good, then the 1st delegate session usually    

included reporting from different groups in the conference. The afternoon was filled with 2 dele-

gate sessions & a workshop. I was concerned that the table discussions would be over my head, 

but I had a really talkative table group with good discussions that I won't soon forget. We talked 

a lot about the covenant of spiritual practices that was adopted at last year's annual meeting. I 

didn't understand the covenant (or put much effort into understanding it) before, but now I'm 

very interested in practicing some of the disciplines with others at East Union.  

I went to a workshop on Friday about immigration & the church, led by MCC representatives. 

They asked to see our IDs as we walked into the room, which sparked discussion later on. Satur-

day I went to Meghan Good's workshop on worship & how she coordinates different aspects of the 

worship services at her church.  

Attending the annual meeting obviously made me more aware of what is happening in our      

conference & I have a greater respect for the work that the Mennonite church is doing in the  

Central Plains states & in the various partnerships around the world. I enjoyed reconnecting 

with some people from college and just having a chance to spend more time talking with people 

from our church & the Kalona area.   ~Allison  

 

 

 To spin off of what has already been shared, attending Central Plains Conference 

Annual Meeting is an exciting and meaningful time. The worship sessions each morning that 

started our day were great! Meghan Good, Teaching Pastor of Trinity Mennonite Church in  

Phoenix Arizona, really shared the scriptures in enlightening ways and had some excellent 

demonstrations and stories that resonated with me.  I encourage you to listen to her three       

sermons on Central Plains website.  Why not! They are only 15 minutes each and they really 

make you stop and think.   
 

And she wasn't afraid to push the envelop and make some squirm. I attended one of her work-

shops titled "Millennials" where she talked about the exciting opportunities and the distinct  

challenges facing Anabaptist churches who seek to connect with Millennials (those born between 

1981-2000).  Ask me sometime why we need to stop playing the "Mennonite Game" and why the 

first to sacrifice our time honored traditions should be the mature believers.  
 

I really enjoyed the time of talking with others; some friends from past and many new friends. I 

kind of like sitting down with people for lunch that I don't know and getting to meet them.  And 

at the delegate tables we are assigned so we are with people of all ages, male and female, leaders 

and laypersons and all different congregations so during our times of discussion it is so beneficial 

to hear the perspectives of others.  
 

Thanks for giving me the opportunity to attend as East Union's Mission and Service              

Communicator. The Annual Meeting is open to all, whether you are sent by your church or you 

just want to go for the great worship, fellowship, workshops etc. Next year it is in Nebraska so 

start planning.   ~ Janet  
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Mennonite Women Meeting - July 11 
Friendship is    

a hug just   

when it is 

needed. 

Mentoring 

Others 

Scripture:  Deuteronomy 31:1-15 
 

Devotional Leader: Kim Blauvelt 
 

Project: Cash for  

      Mennonite Women USA 
 

Sack Lunch  
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       JULY  2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  1 

Jeff Yoder 

Donavon Yoder 

Jon & Kristi 

  Miiller ‘07 

Dick & Jane 

  Yoder-Short ‘79 

2 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 

Parable Activities 
 

Jane Miller 

3 

 

 

 

 4    

 
 

5 

 

Marvin Rempel 

6 

Halid Saner- 

  Harvey 

Charlotte Miiller 

7 

Owen Higdon 

Kyle & Allison 

  Troyer ‘12 

8 

Paulette  

  Hershberger 

Kenna Schrock 

9  Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 

Round Table  

Activity 
 

Emma Jean   

  Schrock 

Olivia Dachtler 

10 

 

 

Alvin Miller 

Eve Yoder 

11 

Mennonite                                                 

               Women 

 

Church Council 

Meeting 7 pm 

12 

 

 

Evelyn Gerber 

13 

 

 

 

 14 
Cindy Dickel 

Luke Yoder 

Macy Yoder 

 

MarriageCare 

Kid Sit 

15 

 

 

Sandy Schlabaugh 

Randy & Jill 

  Miller ‘06 

16 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 

Convention 

Sharing/Potluck 

Brunch 
 

Renae Miller 

Lynford & Ami 

  Knepp ‘94 

17 

 

 

Joel & Christine 

  Beachy ‘04 

Chad & Annika 

  Miller ‘93 

 

18 

 

Carey Miller 

19 

 

 

20 

 

Greg Yoder 

Tripp Carolan 

21 

Julie Boller 

Carolyn Detweiler 

Sandi Rhodes 

Chuck & Jan 

  Yoder ‘07 

Jill & Thushan 

 Hemachandra ‘12 

22 

 

Lucas Beachy 

Dirk Logan 

LilaKate Milani 

Joe & Carrie 

  Schmidt ‘00 

23 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 

Outdoor Activities 
 

Deb Miller 

Ava Miller 

Herb & Kathy 

  Miller ‘83 

Kara & Dominic 

  Porter ‘11 

24 

 

Judy Yoder 

Ed Hershberger 

Randy Miller 

 

 

25 

 

 

26 

 

 

 

27 
 

Dale Rhodes 

28 

 

Gaylord Yoder 

29 

 

Jacob & Hannah 

  Geyer ‘12 

30 

Parable Activities 
 

Justin Boller 

Harold Blosser 

31 

 

Allison Troyer 

Matt Miller 

     


