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Grateful for our Goodly Heritage
30 years ago: 1987
April 5 - Don’t forget to sign up on
the foyer bulletin board if you plan to
eat breakfast here on Easter Sunday
morning. The breakfast is sponsored
by the MYF. There is no charge, but
contributions will be accepted for
their Purdue ‘87 Fund.

60 years ago: 1957
April 21 - H. Dwight Swartzendrubers
are moving to Kalona in preparation to
their going to Pakistan, where they will
be engaged in relief work under Church
World Service

50 years ago: 1967
April 16 - The offering for next Sunday
will be for Pleasantview Home. Our goal
is $3000. Can we meet this?
April 23 - A. Lloyd will be conducting
Communion Services in the Kalona
Church this evening.
April 30 - Next Sunday is the beginning
of Family Week. We are planning a special program for dedication of babies.
The Bible says that children are a
“heritage of the Lord.” Let us bring
them to Him in dedication to His service.

40 years ago: 1977
April 3 - Being received into our
church family today are Wanda, Mrs.
Kenneth Yoder, and Joyce, Mrs. Norman Schrock, and Harold Blosser.

April 19 - Attention Everyone! Following the service this morning, everyone gather outside on the eastside
of the church building for a congregational photo will be taken.

20 years ago: 1997
April 6 - A special thank you to all
of you who shared your Easter Lilies
with us - especially Edna Logan, Ruby
Gingerich, and Carolyn Detweiler
April 27 - Congratulations to Denise
Hochstedler who is graduating from
Eastern Mennonite University today
with a Bachelor of Science degree in
Nursing.

10 years ago: 2007
April 29 - Congratulations and best
wishes to Ben, Monica and Eli Miller
on the birth of a daughter and sister,
Abigail Sue, born on Monday, April
23. Abigail was 8 lbs, 1 oz and was 20
1/2 inches long.
April 29 - Congratulations to Kara
Stoltzfus who is graduating from EMU
today with a BA in elementary education K-6.

April 17 - John and Mary Knepp will be
celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary with an open house at our fellowship hall this afternoon from 2-4. We
extend our congratulations and welcome all the family to our services this
morning.
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They cut the branches
from the trees
And strew them in the way,
Because they knew
their Lord & King
Would come along that day.
They sang Hosanna to the King,
And praised His Holy name;
Now even in this modern day,
We, too, should do the same.
The Christ who came that
palm-strewn way
To enter in the gate,
Will enter in your heart today,
So do not make Him wait.
That palm-strewn
path of long ago
Is still a victory sign,
That Christ still comes
along the way
Into your heart and mine.

Raymond Omar

Ivy Yoder French Toast
Breakfast will benefit
Kalona Public Library
2017 will mark the seventh year for the annual French toast benefit that honors the life of Ivy Jane
Yoder, daughter of Trent and Tammy Yoder. When 18 month old Ivy died suddenly from a bacterial
infection in 2010, a non-profit group, Empowering Haiti decided to name the baby rooms of an upcoming medical clinic after her. The Yoders organized their first benefit to collect money for the construction of the clinic. It was so successful that after having a benefit each April (Ivy’s birth month) for
three years, they had collected far more than their goal and so decided to begin donating funds to
other causes. In recent years donations have been sent to Heifer International, El Comedor in Peru,
and Iglesia Zoar in Mexico.
After supporting so many international causes, the Yoders have decided that this year’s donations will
stay in their own community and be used to purchase materials for the children’s section of the Kalona Public Library. Funds will be used toward a new educational toy lending program as well as several computer stations that will be available for children to play games in the library that promote early
childhood literacy. If funds are in abundance, some may also be used toward a small castle-shaped
desk to house the computer stations and/or new children’s books.
The Ivy Yoder benefit will be Saturday, April 8 from 6:30-10:30am at Kalona Mennonite Church. It
will feature French toast, scrambled eggs, sausage, and homemade rolls.
If you cannot attend, but would like to contribute, donations can be sent to East Union Mennonite
Church with checks payable to East Union (Please write “Ivy Yoder Benefit” in the memo).
If you would like to contribute, but cannot attend, donations can be put in Trent and Tammy’s mailbox with checks payable to East Union (Please indicate “Ivy Yoder Benefit” in the memo)
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Who’s in the Pew Next to You?
This month we are getting to know Renae Miller and
Lucas Beachy, 5 year old son of Joel & Christine

“What do you like
best about East
Union?”
I like that there are
lots of kids.

“What is your favorite thing
about East Union?”
The
people! It is comforting to
know that my EU family will
support me and encourage
me through life’s ups and
downs.

“If you could spend 15 minutes with any person, past
or present, who would it be and why?” Jesus, because
I have a lot of questions I would like to ask him.

“What do you
want to be when
you grow up?”
A chef! Lucas enjoys helping to
cook. Scrambled
eggs are his specialty.

“If you could visit one place in the world, where
would it be and why?” That is a hard question because
I have so many places I would like to visit! I would love
to visit England in the summer. I love English accents
and the pictures of the countryside look so beautiful! It
would be fun to visit some of the castles as well.

“What is your favorite thing to do with your family?” Going on trips, like to Hawaii. Some of the
best parts of the trip were eating starfruit, visiting
the aquarium, and seeing the ocean. Lucas also
loves playing with his brother, Isaac.

“What do you like to do in your spare time?”
I really like to read, but I also like to spend time with
friends and family. I enjoy being outdoors and especially enjoy traveling and experiencing new
things. Matt and I have a lot of fun taking the kids to
national parks and on other trips in the summer. We
usually camp and have some great memories from our
travels!

“Where do you go to school and what is your
favorite subject?” Kalona Elementary; P.E. is his
favorite time of the day. Lucas’ teacher says he is a
“Papa Bear” in the classroom, always looking out
for his classmates and taking care of others.

“What are the 3 words that
best describe you?”
Thoughtful, smiling, and kind

“What is the silliest thing you’ve ever done?”
Ate mud.

“What is your favorite tradition?“
For Valentine’s Day our family has a favorite meal at
home in the evening with candles and fancy dishes. We write valentine cards to each other and give
each other fun gifts of candy or chocolates. This is a
tradition that we have continued from my childhood.

“What is your favorite restaurant? What do you
order most there?”
McDonalds; French fries. Mostly his favorite thing
is any dish that has shrimp.

“What is one of your greatest talents?”
Cooking and making people laugh.

“What is the funniest thing you did as a child that your
family still talks about today?“ When we were at a
restaurant, I stuffed a bunch of cherry tomatoes in my
mouth so my cheeks looked really big. Everyone at the
table started laughing, and I started laughing and then I
couldn’t stop laughing to get them out of my mouth - I
almost choked on them.

“What are the words that best describe you?”
Hungry, funny, sleepy, and sometimes angry
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Serve & Learn trip to McAllen Texas, Reynosa Mexico and
Community of Iglesia Zoar February 2017
Excerpts from the trip by Joel Beachy, Doug Stoltzfus, Loren Hochstedler & Janet Geyer

A little over a month and a half ago, a small group from East Union Mennonite and West Union Mennonite flew down to McAllen, Texas to meet with
Jim Brenneman. Our hope was to learn more about the ministry of Jose,
Raquel, and their daughter Emma, at the Iglesia Zoar. Janet Geyer coordinated the trip, and Doug Stoltzfus, Loren Hochstedler, Bruce Hochstedler, and I
flew from Des Moines to McAllen, Texas on Wednesday, February 8. We
arrived late Wednesday evening in time to catch a taxi and check into our
hotel.
Later, on April 23, our group will share our experiences during the Sunday
morning service and at J-POG that same evening. However, we are also
writing a brief account of our trip to pique people’s interest. On Thursday
morning, we picked up our rental car and navigated to Jim and Dianne Brenneman’s home. There, Jim explained all
that was going to take place during the week and helped us to better understand what we would encounter in our
cross-border daytrips. Jim was optimistic about our ability to cross as violence was down at the time. Jim and Diane
fed our group and further encouraged us to purchase shoes, clothes, and blankets for our journey to Zoar, as there
are many needs within the community. After lunch, our group located a thrift store and purchased a trunk load of
items to take across the following day.
Later in the afternoon, we went to the Sacred Heart Catholic Church to volunteer in their community center. Each
day the church there receives tens of refugees from the nearby detention facility. At the peak, the church served up
to 200 refugees a day or more. This organization had a good working-relationship with U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE). When refugees cross the border, they are usually taken to a detainment center where they
are processed by ICE and released. These people do not have anything but the clothes on their back. Many only
know that they need to reach family in another part of the country, but they have no means to get to the bus or
train station. The church picks up these refugees, transports them to their church grounds, collects their information
(so they can communicate with family members), gives them food, shower, and a set of clean used clothes, and then
transports them to the nearest bus station. For some of these people, this will be the first hot meal, shower, and
clean set of clothes they have had in days or maybe even weeks. Our role was to help each family pick up toiletries
and undergarments. Once they had washed their hands they could sit down for a warm meal of tacos and soup.
While they ate, we also ran back and forth attempting to find fitting clothes. This proved especially difficult for some
of our group as the people coming only spoke Spanish.
One of the most heartbreaking moments for me was when I had to stop a two-year-old boy who wanted to play in
the play area. The rules were firm that everyone had to bathe before they could use any of the facilities, and he and
his father had not showered, yet. This was to help minimize the transmission of illnesses from family to family. The
young child cried inconsolably, and his father was almost in tears as well. I felt deeply moved by how determined
and strong the people were as they came. One of the highlights for us was to clap and cheer as the people entered
the facility and to say “Bienvenidos” or “Welcome” as they arrived. This simple act brought smiles and tears to many
faces. It was moving to see a small portion of their humanity restored, at least for a moment.
In the evening, Janet, Loren, Bruce, and I grabbed supper, and then crashed when we got back to the hotel room. It
was a long, but very satisfying day.
Written by Joel Beachy
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Our group attended Iglesia Buenas Nuevas, a Mennonite church in
San Juan, TX on Sunday morning. Pastor Abraham Ulises ArenasGoosen gave a very interesting sermon about Love (in Spanish). Through
an interpreter, it was a very unique and meaningful worship time.
Jim and Dianne Brenneman helped us find a wonderful BBQ restaurant for our lunch. Then at 4:00 pm we returned to Iglesia Buenas Nuevas to meet up with Pastor Jose, his wife Raquel, Pastor Abraham, Steve
Johnson (the fund manager from Johnson Family Trust who have been
generously funding Jose’s ministry), an interpreter, the Brennemans and
several elders from the Buenos Nuevas Church.
Jose and Raquel shared some of their experiences and goals in helping the people of Iglesia
Zoar church community. One of the goals is to be able to purchase some land close to the community. A land purchase could be helpful in having a place for the people to grow food as well as a
place to build a church building. Presently they are squatting on government land and their
building is overcrowded for their meetings and ministry. The group affirmed Pastor Jose and
Raquel in their work and encouraged the pursuit of a land purchase.
Jose and Raquel shared they are planning to come to Iowa in late September of this year to
meet with our congregation and share about his ministry in some other churches and group in
our area.
Monday was our day to return our rental car, relax and soak in a little Texas sunshine, then
returned to Iowa, flying into Des Moines and arriving home about 2:00 am.
How happy the people of Iglesia Zoar were, even through they have very little, made an impression on me. The love they showed for each other has made me look at my values and caused
me to step out of my comfort zone to show love to other.
By Loren Hochstedler

We woke up Saturday morning to what ended up being our
warmest day. Doug spent the morning with Jim and Diane Brenneman while the rest of the group attended the Texas MCC Sale. We
enjoyed visiting with Iowa snowbirds as we sampled baked goods for
our breakfast. After the sale we went to purchase hygiene supplies
including bar soap, shampoo, toothpaste and toothbrushes to take
across the border in the afternoon.
We crossed the border at about 2:00 that afternoon. We parked
our cars and jumped in Jose’s truck and Raquel’s car and headed back
to Zoar. We began our afternoon visiting a farm near the church. The
farmer had a dozen or so goats, 2 turkeys, 3 pigs and some chickens.
The goats looked pretty good but the pigs didn’t. We then went to the church where people were
gathering for a late afternoon service. Some walk to church while others catch a ride with Jose.
He drives along the canal dike tooting his horn. The ones who want a ride jump in the back of
his pickup. At the church Jose asked a representative from each family to come to the front.
Most were children. Jim gave each a plastic bag. We then distributed the supplies we took in.
Joel gave a meditation followed by a short sermon from Jose. Most in attendance were mothers
with their children. There were a few older women and a few men with children. I would guess
about 45 or 50 in all. The church was full with a few outside the entrance. They sang with great
enthusiasm, clapping and singing loudly. We all loaded up in the two vehicles and as we stopped
to drop people off we were invited to see their homes. We saw 10 feet by 10 feet huts made of
pallet lumber and thin plywood from crates. That home slept five. One house was twice that size
but slept 11. They were very grateful for what they had. We will share more about these homes
later. We then headed back to the border so we could cross before dark.
By Doug Stoltzfus
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Friday morning, after reading our daily prayer notes from our
East Union family, some of us went to a bird sanctuary on the
grounds of Quinta Mazatlán, a historic adobe mansion. Bruce, a
bird enthusiastic, came prepared with binoculars and bird book.
We identified several birds located only in this area of Texas so
quite fun.
We planned to cross over into Mexico at 2:00 as long as José
gave us the OK that things were quiet and safe. Reynosa and the
community where Iglesia Zoar is located can be very violent. The
area is controlled by a drug cartel. There is no formal police force
in the city any longer. José and Raquel tell that many people
have moved out of the city because of the potential for violence at
any time. Because of limited safe water and bathroom facilities,
we were advised to bring water bottles but not too much!
We drove towards the Hildago International bridge and once José texted to say to come
across, we drove over and into Reynosa. We immediately parked in a location selected by José
and rode to Iglesia Zoar in José’s truck and Raquel’s minivan. This was safer since the community and cartel recognize their vehicles as non-threatening.
The drive is slow and bumpy as the dirt roads are not maintained and in times of rain almost impassable. But we enjoyed our rides getting to catch up with José and Raquel as they
pointed out items and people of interest.
When we arrived at the church, it looked much like the pictures we have seen but so good
to get to see it in person. We and they were all excited for this opportunity. José shared his
dreams for the church and then toured us to the backyard where he is raising chickens, edible
cactus and fruit trees. He shared about the damage that had occurred when rain caused flooding
because the church building is located in a valley between a canal and railroad track.
In the church we organized the gifts of clothing and shoes to share with the community. It had
been planned to meet the church members on Saturday but José decided to have anyone come
this day. When he drives his truck into the community this lets people know he is at the church
and just like that, at 3:30 on a Friday afternoon over 40 people showed up. Amazing! Everyone
was so welcoming to us with their smiles and hugs. Joel and Bruce, who speak Spanish, were
able to help with translation as José introduced us and shared words. Raquel led music and the
enthusiasm was contagious. It was obvious how important the church, José and Rachel are in
the lives of these people
And what fun to get to pass out new shirts and shoes to the children. The children patiently waited as we sized up feet with shoes and shirts with torsos. The hugs and smiles were
such a blessing for us. And knowing we got to return the next day made parting easier.
As we returned to Texas, crossing the border was intimidating and an experience. The
cameras, guns, straight face questions, mirrors, s curve turns etc indicate the lack of welcome
many experience when trying to enter the US.
This was another big and emotionally challenging day which made for good sleeping for
all of us.
By Janet Geyer

“Do not neglect to do good
and to share what you
have, for such sacrifices
are pleasing to God.”
Hebrews 13:16
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MarriageCare
Breakfast
April 2 8am

Wednesday, April 5
Meal served from 6-6:30 with
cleanup beginning promptly at 6:30

CHOW - Spring Clean up

Mennonite Women Meeting - April 4
Waiting
for God

Our friends are

Scripture: Exodus 12:12-18;
34:29-35

lenses through

Devotional Leader: Linda Miller

better see

Project: Crooked Creek Scholarships

ourselves.

which we can

Sack Lunch

Shape Note Singing from the Sacred Harp
Friday, April 7

7:00 pm

Join us the EU foyer as we
make a joyful noise unto the
Lord! This a cappella, 4-part
early American sacred music
is sure to stir your soul!
All are welcome!
No experience necessary!

April 13 at 6:30 pm

Townhall
Meeting
Wednesday,
April 19 6:47 pm

Iowa Mennonite School 7pm
9

APRIL 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

Colton Litwiller
Chance Litwiller

2 Morning
Worship 9:30am

3

MarriageCare
Breakfast 8 am

9 Morning
Worship 9:30am

4
5
Mennonite Annie Troyer
Women
CHOW

6

11

13

Ryleigh Bontrager

10

12

Bruce & Karen
Harvey ‘71

16 Morning
Worship 9:30am

17

Maundy Thursday
Service 6:30 pm

18

Chris Charles
Jill Moberly

23 Morning
Worship 9:30am
Eric Yoder
Abigail Miller

24

19

20

7

8

Sacred Harp
7 pm

Oliver Nixon
Steve Dachtler

14

15

Lisa Schmidt

Community
Service at
IMS 7 pm

21

Townhall Meeting
6:47 pm

26

James Boller

27

Gerald Yoder

Kerry SanerHarvey

30
10

22
Women’s
Fellowship
Brunch 10 am

April Schrock

25

Greg Schmidt
Doug Moberly

28

29

