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From the Pastor’s Desk
February is known as Black History Month. This year we will have opportunities to reflect on that history,
especially through the mission’s bulletin board in the south hallway of the church. Although our congregation
does not have African-American members, and our community is predominantly white, there are always
opportunities to learn and grow in our understanding of cultures that are different than our own. For example,
many of us may not know how Black History Month came into existence. According to the website infoplease:
Americans have recognized black history annually since 1926, first as "Negro History Week" and later
as "Black History Month” . . .
We owe the celebration of Black History Month, and more importantly, the study of black history, to
Dr. Carter G. Woodson. Born to parents who were former slaves, he spent his childhood working in
the Kentucky coal mines and enrolled in high school at age twenty. He graduated within two years
and later went on to earn a Ph.D. from Harvard. The scholar was disturbed to find in his studies that
history books largely ignored the black American population-and when blacks did figure into the picture, it was generally in ways that reflected the inferior social position they were assigned at the time.
Woodson chose the second week of February for Negro History Week because it marks the birthdays
of two men who greatly influenced the black American population, Frederick Douglass and Abraham
Lincoln. However, February has much more than Douglass and Lincoln to show for its significance in
black American history. For example:
February 23, 1868:
February 3, 1870:
February 25, 1870:
February 12, 1909:

February 1, 1960:

W. E. B. DuBois, important civil rights leader and co-founder of the
NAACP, was born.
The 15th Amendment was passed, granting blacks the right to vote.
The first black U.S. senator, Hiram R. Revels (1822-1901), took his oath of
office.
The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)
was founded by a group of concerned black and white citizens in New York
City.
In what would become a civil-rights movement milestone, a group of black
Greensboro, N.C., college students began a sit-in at a segregated Wool
worth's lunch counter.1

This past week I participated in the Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary’s (AMBS) Pastor’s Week that
focused on cultural diversity and diversity oriented congregations. We listened to A. Brian Leander, PhD talk
about the importance of diversity in the context of the church. You may have heard the quote from Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. that 11:00 a.m. on Sunday morning is, “one of the most segregated hours if not the most
segregated hour in Christian America.” 2The tragedy of this reality is that this is not how the early church began. In the book of Acts, especially, we see that the church reached out to people from many backgrounds and
languages. One example is when the Holy Spirit came to the apostles in Acts 2:5-6,
(continued on page 2)
_____________________________
1

Elissa Haney, “The History of Black History Month (Famous people, Women, Facts, Leaders, Events),” accessed January 27, 2017, http://
www.infoplease.com/spot/bhmintro1.html.
2
Jason Tripp, The Most Segregated Hour in America - Martin Luther King Jr., accessed January 27, 2017, https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v+1q881g1L_d8.

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage
February 13 - The new clocks that
have been purchased for the church
are given as a memorial by Mrs. Milo
Miller. We appreciate the gift for the
church.

30 years ago: 1987

60 years ago: 1957
February 24 - Wednesday evening,
Allen Shink from India will be our
guest speaker.
February 24 - A bulletin has been
received from the Amazon Valley
Indian Mission of the tragic death of
Bro. Howard Hammer. The bulletin
states “The workers in Brazil have
been laboring under a heavy stress
and strain which does exact its toll
from the physical and mental system.”
Let us remember the remaining
workers in our prayers.

50 years ago: 1967
February 5 - Dale Hershberger left
Thursday night for Los Angeles where
he will begin his I-W assignment in a
hospital. His address will be given at a
later date.
February 12 - MYF will have a Valentine Pizza Party, Wednesday, 7:15
pm at IMS. Girls bring pizza mix and
boys bring hamburger.

40 years ago: 1977
February 6 - We extend congratulations to David and Mary (Chris) Fisher Charles. They were married yesterday. They will be residing in
Frytown.

February 1 - Torchbearers and Fathers meet at the church Tuesday
evening, February 3, 7 - 8:30 pm. The
First Responders from Kalona will be
giving a presentation.
February 8 - Make Purdue 87 a family affair. The Mennonite Church General Assembly and Convention will be
on the Purdue University campus in
West Lafayette, IN, July 7-12. The
MYF Convention is at the same place
and time. Making this a part of your
family summer plans is a good way to
grow. The theme of the convention is,
“In Christ We Grow.”
February 15 - Congratulations to
Marv and Paulette Hershberger on
the birth of Jonathan Paul, who was
born on Thursday, Feb. 12. A rosebud
has been placed in the front of the
auditorium.

20 years ago: 1997
February 9 - Celebrate Mary
Boller’s 90th birthday at the Red
Room at Pleasantview from 2-4 pm.
Everyone is welcome.

10 years ago: 2007
February 18 - Bridal Shower February 28 at 6:30 in the Fellowship Hall.
Ladies of the church are invited to
help Jennifer Harvey celebrate preparations for her marriage to Kerry
Saner. Gift registry can be found at
Yotty’s or Target.
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Now there were devout
Jews from every nation under
heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 And at this sound the
crowd gathered and was
bewildered, because each
one heard them speaking in
the native language of each.
The church did not stop there, though.
The saving message of Christ was
extended to all Gentiles and women,
too, including Cornelius the Roman
centurion, the Ethiopian eunuch, the
disabled, Lydia in Macedonia, and many
other people and places (Cyprus,
Antioch, Pisidia, Iconium, Lystra, Derbe,
Ephesus, Corinth, Rome, etc.). The
message of Christ’s hope, peace, and
love for the world is for everyone, not
just people like ourselves. If we consider
diversity in this context, we realize that
political correctness is not the goal.
Creating spaces where people can
encounter God and develop a relationship with Christ, as well as going to
where the people are, is what we must
be about. When we do this, we will say
the wrong thing or use poor terminology. We may do the wrong thing, but our
intention has to be more than about
reaching out to people who look like or
sound like us. Our hope should be for us
at East Union and those we encounter
to continually grow and change to look,
sound, and act more like Christ. May we
reflect on our own diversity at East
Union and how we can participate in
creating the church that will reflect the
reality of heaven, where every knee may
bow and tongue confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord. May it be so.
Peace and Blessings,
Pastor Joel Beachy

Who’s in the Pew Next to You?
This month we are getting to know Chris Rhodes and
Seth Groenewold, 7 year old son of Steve & Kara

Hi, I’m Chris Rhodes. I live
with my wife, Sandi and my
stepson, Michael. My 3 children
Becca, Vince and Tommy are all
grown and out of the house. My
other stepson Nick attends
college in Michigan. We also
have a cat named Augustine
who is very familiar with Marv
Slabaugh! I am 46 years old and
work for Rempel Construction.
I also help my father, Dale, during the planting and harvesting
seasons.

them to a new location. In the summer I spend a lot of time
mowing. I planted 400 trees in 2010 so I have spent a lot of
time taking care of them. In the fall and winter I spend a lot of
time working up firewood to burn in our fireplace.
“ What is one thing most people wouldn’t know about you? “
I’m a huge fan of the TV show ‘Survivor’. It is the one show
that I always watch. My wife and kids say that I should apply
to be on it but I’ve never gotten around to it. Maybe someday….

“What is your favorite thing about East Union?“ I am an East
Union “lifer”. I have many good memories of growing up at
East Union as I was in a class of 10 boys and 2 girls. I think
that we tried the patience of more than a few Sunday School
teachers! As an adult, I enjoy the family atmosphere where
we celebrate the good times and help each other during the
difficult times.
“If you could spend 15 minutes with any person, past or
present, who would it be and why?” I would love to talk to
my Grandpa Yoder who died when I was only 7 years old. I
have been fortunate to be able to get to know all 3 of my other
grandparents as an adult but I never got to know him in that
way. I feel like we would have a lot to talk about since he was
known to be a very handy person who could fix almost anything.

Hi, my name is Seth Groenewold and I am 7 years old and in
first grade at Kalona Elementary. My parents are Kara and
Steve. I have one sister named Ella and one brother named
Cade and three dogs and three cats. The cats' names are Big
Whiskers, Foster and Biscuit. And the dogs' names are Lola,
Shiloh and Charlotte.
“What do you like best about East Union?” I like doing all
the fun activities at church and getting to make stuff to take
home.

“If you could visit one place in the world, where would it be
and why?” I would visit La Ceiba, Honduras where I spent 2
years doing voluntary service. I met lots of interesting people
during that time and made some good friends. So it would be
good to see them and also enjoy some of the beautiful mountains, rivers and beaches.

“Who is your hero and why?” My heroes are my mom and
dad and my dog because Mommy and Daddy are nice to me
and Lola always barks when the doorbell rings to keep us safe.
“What do you want to be when you grow up?” I want to be a
scientist so I can use all the science work supplies to make stuff
and study stuff.

“If you have a ‘collection’ (ie coin, stamp, etc), please share
what it is and a memory associated with one piece.”
I love to hike and the past several years I have gone with a
group from East Union to Colorado over Labor Day to hike a
14er. A 14er is a mountain that has a peak 14,000 ft. or higher.
There are 53 such mountains in Colorado and I have climbed
(“collected”) 6 of them. My favorite memory of those trips is
making it through “The Sawtooth”, a famous treacherous
stretch between Mt. Evans and Mt. Bierstadt.

“What is your favorite thing to do with your family?”
I like to play games with my family. Some of my favorite
games are Clue and Guess Who and Hungry, Hungry Hippos.
“What is one of your greatest talents?” My greatest talent is
being creative. I like to build things out of carboard boxes like
forts, a house for our elf on the shelf and spaceships.

“ What do you like to do in your spare time?”
I actually enjoy yard work. I always try to plant some flowers
in the spring. It’s usually dividing existing plants and moving

“What is your favorite restaurant?” My favorite place to eat is
Pagliai's Pizza, and I always order cheese pizza.
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East Union Pantry Month - February 2017
Mennonite Women and the Shekinah Sunday School class are once again organizing a food drive to help stock
the Kalona Food Pantry at the United Christian Baptist Church. Remember to bring your donations starting next
Sunday, February 5th! Let’s pack the back of the sanctuary!
What to Bring: canned fruit/vegetables, canned soup, canned protein (meat, peanut butter, beans), cereals, pasta, rice,
boxed meals, dish soup, bar soup, personal hygiene items (tissue, toothbrush/paste, deodorant), calendars, cake mix, cookies,
Jell-O, pudding
What NOT to Bring: expired or within 6 months, opened or dented, re-packaged, medication (aspirin, vitamins), home made
items, baby good, diapers, mega size containers, toilet paper, bread, laundry soup

Jr. MYF Soup-er Bowl
Fundraiser - Feb. 5

CHOW
Wednesday, February 1
Meal begins at 6pm with
an activity for all ages
beginning at 7pm.

Please join the Jr. MYF for a lunch of soup and
salad following Sunday School. The funds raised
will be used for a group summer activity
along with other expenses that will occur until
the new school year.

Meal: Dunamis Class
Activity: Stewards Class
& MYF

Mennonite Women Meeting - Feb 7
Scripture:
Exodus 13:21-22; 16:1-18, 35

Pillar of
Presence

Phone: 319-656-2590
Email: eucares@kctc.net
Website:
eastunionmennonite.org

Project: Food Pantry

goodness.

*Published monthly by and for the
friends of East Union Mennonite
Church.
Articles for the March edition of the
Second Century Chronicle are due
by February 19. All contributions
are encouraged & welcome!
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price, and there
is no measuring

East Union Mennonite Church Contact Information
Pastor:
Joel Beachy - 319.591.0187
Elders:
Larry Detweiler - 319.828.4461
Wanda Yoder - 319.430-6406
Jeff Swartzentruber - 319.656.4542
Karen Harvey - 319.656.3009
Office Manager:
Crystal Wade - 319.541.8894

are beyond

Devotional Leader:
Carolyn Detweiler

Soup Lunch

5615 Gable Ave. SW
PO Box 760
Kalona, Iowa 52247

Faithful friends

of their

Thank you! Proverbs 22:9 A generous man will be blessed, for he shares his
food with the poor.” On behalf of ‘Take Away Hunger’ and those suffering from
malnutrition and starvation we say THANK YOU! You packaged 10,152 meals
at CHOW. We do not always know where the food is going when it is assembled,
however the last that was sent went to Haiti. Your enthusiasm and generosity
is a highlight for us and always encourages us. Without groups like yours we
are unable to send food to help meet those who desperately need them. God’s
blessings to you!
~ Ellis & Marcia Miller
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February 2017

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

Marianna Miller
Joe Martinez
Bev Swartzentruber
Mike & Beth
Carolan ‘10

Kristi Miiller

Herb Miller

8

9

10

11

Ken Hochstedler

Tim & Denis
Litwiller ‘02

Jon Miiller

Byron Miller
Karenza Yoder

15

16

17

18

24

25

4

CHOW
5 Morning
Worship 9:30am

6

Mennonite
Women

Madalyn Carolan
Adina Miller
David & Chris
Charles ‘77

12

Morning
Worship 9:30am
Kara Yoder
Doyle Geyer
Jonathon
Hershberger
Linda & Chris
Tones ‘05

19 Morning
Worship 9:30am

7

Catrina Miiller
LaMar Miller

13

14

Bea Knepp
Linnea Slabaugh
Lincoln Schrock

20

21

James Miller
Jeff Boller
Jeff Swartzentruber
Jace Rempel

22

23

Annual Business
Meeting 6:50 pm

Youth/Advocate
Lunch

Church Council
Meeting to follow
Business Meeting

Garrett Gingerich
Vince Rhodes
Aiden Kolck

Tina Erb

26 Morning
Worship 9:30am
Fiona Graber
Dale & Linda
Miller ‘59

27

Jeremy Yoder

28

Dave Yoder
Emma George

7

Loretta Kauffman
Neil Yoder
Ed & Anna
Yoder ‘56

