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The 2nd Century Chronicle

From the Pastor’s Desk
Over the past several months, in coordination with Firman Gingerich and the elders, I have been exploring the idea of creating
a visitor’s task force, a group that would review how we welcome and engage visitors at East Union Mennonite Church. The
purpose for creating this task force was to intentionally focus on how we invite and integrate visitors into our various ministries and worship services. The purpose is to both affirm what we already do well and consider areas for additional focus and
follow-up.
Jackie Bailey, Joe Schmidt, and Kara Yoder have all willingly agreed to participate in this review. The task force’s main focus
will be to gather information from a variety of sources and churches. One way we hope to gather this information is through a
survey of people currently attending East Union, with special attention paid to those who have recently begun attending or
have come from other denominations or faith-traditions. Members of the task force will also be speaking to other area
churches and gathering materials used at those churches as potential resources for our own church’s purposes.
Special attention will be paid to our social media and online presence. We hope to continue to improve how we maintain our
East Union website, Facebook page, and other social media sites in order to offer the most up-to-date information about
current ministries at East Union, for both our members and potential visitors. Better communication, whether through signage, pamphlets, newsletters, email blasts, etc. will enhance not only the experience for visitors but hopefully for our members, too.
The visitor’s task force will plan to meet several times over the next six to seven months with the hope of developing a list of
best practices for East Union. In collaboration with the elders and church council, the visitor’s task force will implement some
of the suggestions that are gathered over this period of time. Following a 6 to 12-month implementation the task force will
reflect on these practices and give feedback to the congregation. The hope will be to identify what works and what doesn’t
and determine if any additional changes need to be made. After this entire process has been completed, we will establish an
annual or bi-annual review of visitor engagement.
Reflecting on how we respond to visitors at East Union will help us to better prepare for meeting the needs of both visitors
and regular attenders. We also hope to understand how the transition from visitor to member takes shape at East Union.
Focusing on this task will also encourage us to consider how we do outreach at East Union. What are the ways we connect
with the community already? Are there ways we can have a greater impact? Ultimately, how do we draw people into a deeper relationship with God?
In Matthew 25:34-36, Jesus challenged his audience to consider how they encounter the stranger, especially those in need:
34

“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the
kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you
clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’
We may not always get it right, but paying attention to how we treat the stranger should be an essential component of the
ministry at East Union.
Peace and Blessings, Pastor Joel Beachy
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Wrong is

Mennonite Women Meeting - June 7
“For creative success,
the most important
audience is the
audience of One.”

Congratulations!
These people have reached a
milestone either in life or in marriage!
June 6 - Joyce Schrock
June 7 - David Troyer
June 16 - Kathy Yoder
June 27 - Julie Meyers
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Scriptures:
1 Corinthians 10:31; 15:58
Ephesians 6:7
Colossians 3:17
Devotional Leader:
Charlene Rhodes
Project: Relief Kits

Salad Luncheon

wrong even
if everyone is
doing it.
Right is right
even if no
one is
doing it.

Who’s in the Pew Next to You?
This month we are getting to know Kara Yoder and
Ethan Yoder, 8 year old son of Greg & Sarah
Hi, I am Kara Yoder! I was born and
raised in Kalona, Iowa and grew up
going to church at Lower Deer Creek
Mennonite Church up until a few
years ago. I have two older brothers
who have blessed our family with little
ones! I am an aunt to 5 nieces and
nephews. I work as a nurse at the University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics
and I am currently in school for my
Master’s degree in nursing. I will graduate in October.
“What is your favorite childhood memory?”
My family took an RV out west for a summer vacation. We spent
two weeks traveling and seeing the beautiful scenery, unique
animals to that part of the country, and visiting national parks.

My name is Ethan Yoder and I live in Iowa City with my
parents Greg and Sarah and my sister Norah. Sometimes I am
shy but I am happy when I am around my friends and family.
I enjoy going to basketball and baseball games and I also like
to be outside whenever I can.

“If you spend 15 minutes with any person, past or present, who
would it be and why?” Theo Yoder - Josh’s brother - I always
felt like I never got to properly say goodbye to him before he
passed away.

“What is your favorite thing about East Union?”
I like Sunday School and that you sometimes get to get candy
when you say a verse for Bible Memory.

“What do you do in your spare time?”
Oh I have lots of hobbies! I enjoy working in my garden, canning, quilting and working on wood projects with my dad. I also
recently got two chickens and I enjoy doing my “chicken chores”
which includes collecting two eggs every morning. My newest
hobby is honey bees! I built my bee boxes over the winter and
recently got my first hive of honey bees. I have the full bee suit
and all! Bees are truly a fascinating species and I love learning
about them.

“What do you want to be when you grow up?” I want to be a
farmer or a mechanic because I would get to work with big machines.
“What is your favorite thing to do with your family?” I like to
go camping. I like sleeping in a big tent.

“What is you favorite family tradition?”
Corn Fest! It’s a new tradition that started a couple years ago.
Josh and I get together with a bunch of friends for Sunday lunch
and prepare a couple hundred ears of corn and eat nothing but
corn on the cob. It has become a competition to see how many
ears of corn you can eat with the record being 28 ears of corn in
one sitting. I won’t tell you who holds that record though…

“Where do you go to school and what is your favorite subject?”
I go to Weber Elementary in Iowa City. I am just finishing 2nd
grade and my favorite subjects are math and science.

“Who has inspired you the most during your lifetime and
why?” My mom. She has been a strong role model in my life and
I have found myself striving to be like her. She has been a best
friend to me and has always been someone I can trust and gives
excellent advice.

“Where is the farthest place you’ve ever been and what did you
like most about it?”
We drove to Yosemite National Park in California on a family
vacation. We got to sleep in cabins and we got to see lots of cool
places on our trip.

“What is the funniest thing you did as a child that your family
still talks about today?” I was a junior bridesmaid in my brother’s wedding and we all went to get fitted for our dresses and the
lady measured my waist and said, “Oh, your hips are off the
charts!” I was mortified and incredibly embarrassed thinking my
hips were too big for the measurement charts. Later my mom
clarified that I was actually too small for their charts...Boy, what
a relief that was! My family got a kick out of my innocent interpretation of that lady’s comment and it has become a standing
joke in my family now that maybe your hips are off the charts!

“What is your favorite restaurant? What do you order most
there” I like Jimmy Johns. I love the sandwich that has turkey,
lettuce, mayo and cheese.

“What is one of your greatest talents?”
I like to play baseball, ride my bike, shoot baskets and put legos
together.

“What is your favorite color?”
Blue, green, black and yellow
“What are the 3 words that best describe you?”
Nice, happy, funny.
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Men’s Churrasco
May 2016
On Saturday, May 14th, a group of about 50 men of all ages from
East Union came together at the home of Nelson and Mary Miller for an
evening of food, fellowship & fun. Everyone who attended the ‘First
Annual Festival of Meats’ enjoyed brats, chicken wings, ribs and steaks.
All of the meat was prepared by grill-master Ben Miller. Additional sides
and service were provided by Ben’s wife Monica and other women from East
Union. A special thanks to Nelson and Mary for spear-heading this
wonderful event!
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Come Experience the
Thrill of Visiting
Ancient Egypt!

Vacation Bible School 2016
June 10 & 11 from 9 am - 4 pm
Program during service - June 12

Join Joseph as he swats away
scorpions in a dark prison
cell...stroll through the golden
splendor of Pharaoh’s
palace...experience exotic sights
and smells in an Egyptian bazaar...be carried away by music
wafting through enticing desert
air. What a week of fun - and lasting Bible learning!

Open to kids age 4 thru grade 6

From opening to closing and
everything in between, kids are
transported to ancient Egypt
where they’ll meet Bible-times
heroes, visit the Egyptian marketplace and spend time exploring
firsthand the unique culture of
Joseph’s world.

Invite a friend and RSVP by signing
up on East Union’s website:
eastunionmennonite.org and click on
“Vacation Bible School” under the
Ministries tab. Hope to see you there!
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Grateful for our Goodly Heritage
June 27 - We welcome B. Charles
and Grace Hostetter and their two
sons to our services this morning.
They have recently returned from a
six year term in Nigeria where B.
Charles served as principal and teacher at a church leadership training
school.

60 years ago: 1956
June 10 - Wednesday evening 7:45 the young people will meet in the
basement. We will discuss “The
Infilling of the Holy Spirit” from Youth
and Non-resistance.

50 years ago: 1966
June 5 - Mr. and Mrs. J. John J. Miller
will be honored at the Farmers
Savings Bank Community Room,
Sunday, June 12, 2-4 pm. They have
observed their Silver Wedding
Anniversary June 1.
May 29 - IMS School graduates this
year are: Arnold Boller, Lynn
Bontrager, Elaine Guengerich, John
Hostetler, Dick Yoder and Janice
Zook. We offer you our sincere
congratulations and wish you God’s
rich blessings in your further
education or other undertakings.

40 years ago: 1976
June 6 - Anyone interested in a 7
lesson study series on “Biblical Interpretation in the Life of the Church”
to be used on Wednesday evening
Bible Study is asked to sign their
name on the sign-up sheet on our
bulletin board. We will need to know
how many study guides should be
ordered.

30 years ago: 1986
June 1 - We wish to express our
congratulations to Chris and Barb on
this special occasion and welcome
their extended family to our service
this morning. You are invited to
attend the open house in honor of
Chris and Barb Yoder on the
occasion of their 70th wedding anniversary this afternoon, 2 - 3:30 at the
church. Your presence is a sufficient
gift.

Bulletin Cover from
June 26, 1966

20 years ago: 1996
June 2 - Congratulations to Derek
Bontrager, Melissa Dickel, Jenni
Harvey, Jodi Hochstedler, Hilde
Klungsoyr, Joe Miller, Randy Miller,
Sara Rhodes, Aaron Schrock, Shawna
Yoder, Tim Yoder and Kathy Zook as
they graduate from IMS tomorrow
night.
June 30 - Congratulations and best
wishes to Kim Boller and Andy
Blauvelt who were married here last
week.

Days
Gone
By...

10 years ago: 2006
June 4 - You are invited to the
Dedication and Open House of
“Celebration Hall” at IMS. The
program will begin at 3:00 pm
followed by a reception and tour of
the facility.
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Photos taken from 1989
East Union Church Directory
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JUNE 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
2

1
Craig Clemons
Aaron Schrock

5

Morning

Worship 9:30am

6

Karen Harvey
Tina Hershberger
Cheryl Monemi
Ed & Jane
Miller ‘71

Joyce Schrock
Tina Dachtler
Micah Miller
Phil & Judy
Yoder ‘65
Clayton & Leola
White ‘98
Landon & Emily
Slabaugh ‘15

12 Morning

13
Errol Bontrager

Worship 9:30am

20

Randy & Kristen
Rempel ‘95

15

16

25

21

22

23

24

Shantell Krabill
Josh & Kara
Yoder ‘14

Andy & Kim
Blauvelt ‘96

Mariah
Swartzentruber
Rachel Yoder
Brett Miller
Brad Knepp
Lynnford Knepp

Shane Miller
Marvin & Betsy
Slabaugh ‘89
Chris & Sandi
Rhodes ‘05

27

28

29

30

Julie Meyers
Marv & Paulette
Hershberger ‘81

Amy Graber
Norah Yoder
Jim & Deb
Miller ‘74

Kyle Troyer
Larry & Carolyn
Detweiller ‘73

Jill & Bill
Hartsock ‘07

Worship 9:30am
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Coletta Bontrager
Matt & Renae
Miller ‘94
Ralph & Cindy
Fisher ‘88
Jonathan & Amy
Hershberger ‘11

18

Church Council
Mtg 7 pm

26Morning

11

17

Betsy Slabaugh

Tori Schrock

Errol & Coletta
Bontrager ‘83
Jeff & Bev
Swartzentruber
‘88
Luke & Rachel
Yoder ‘11

Vacation Bible School 9 am - 4 pm

Kathy Yoder
Bob Derksen
Julie & Tom
Meyers ‘13

Phil Yoder
Warren Yoder
Bob & Deb
Derksen ‘81
Marv & Grace
Rempel ‘70
Wilma & Carroll
Copeland ‘98

Steve Groenewold
Charlotte Winborn
Loren Hochstedler
Tom & Jackie
Bailey ‘71

Laura Stoltzfus

David Troyer
Will Kolck
Patrea Hamm
Dennis & Sally
Miller ‘75

14

Sat

3 MCC Sale 4 MCC Sale

10

Vera Yoder

19 Morning

LaVerda Knepp
Doyle & Janet
Geyer ‘84

Fri

7
8
9
Mennonite
Shahriar & Cheryl
Women
Monemi ‘85

Worship 9:30am

VBS Program

Thu

