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At the end of March, I had the privilege to attend the first-ever Mennonite Church USA church-planting conference, 

SENT 2016 in Metairie, LA. Christine and I also were delighted to attend the Annual Leaders Retreat this past week-

end. The event was hosted by the Central Plains Mennonite Conference at the Saint Benedict Center in Schuyler, 

Nebraska. Both conferences provided ample opportunity to connect with other pastors and church leaders from 

around the conference and the denomination. Each gathering offered renewal and refreshment to enhance the 

ministry of lay leaders and pastors. 
 

In an article I recently submitted to Shana Boshart for the Central Plains Conference’s newsletter, I explained in 
brief why I chose to attend a church-planting conference despite being a part of a ‘traditional’ church setting with 
long established roots. I believe that churches like East Union are at a crossroad. Throughout our history, we have 
grown or maintained our church membership in large part through the sustained growth of families. Members’ 
children returned to the family farm to continue the family line of work. Today, we do not have the same numbers 
of young people returning home. Iowa City provides a major incentive to return to the area, but even so, many 
young people are choosing to remain in the locale of their college or university. Some are forced to move to where 
jobs in their field of study are available, usually an urban center. This is a reflection on the reality that faces most 
churches across the nation, especially in rural locations. 
 

For me, one of the takeaways from the SENT 2016 conference was to intentionally raise leaders within our    
churches. When our young people leave our church community for the first time, we send them out not just as 
church goers, but church planters, too, wherever they may land. We need to continue to reimagine how we engage 
in ministry where we are planted. Although, East Union is well established, many of the principles of a church plant 
apply to us. What are the needs of the community? How do we engage our neighbors? How we engage with the 
community around us will determine what kind of impact we have now and into the future. The Fractals, Duolos, 
and Shekinah classes exemplify the engagement of young people at East Union. I’m grateful for their involvement 
and renewed enthusiasm for the church community. I have also been impressed with how active our other Sunday 
school classes and members are, and how eager everyone seems to be to do outreach and financially support the 
ministries of East Union.  
 

The Annual Leaders Retreat provided a welcome respite from the normal, daily routine of life. Christine and I     
enjoyed traveling with Nathan and Erin Ramer from Wellman Mennonite Church. We met many of the pastors from 
the ‘south cluster’ including the pastors from Sugar Creek, Wayland Mennonite, and Eicher. Worship services were 
unique and engaging. Pastors simply worshiped without being preoccupied about the next element in the service. 
Conversations around coffee, meals, and snacks took place throughout the weekend. Through these interactions it 
became evident to me that churches from around the conferences have wonderful leaders committed to following 
and leading people to Christ. God is working in churches throughout Central Plains Mennonite Conference and 
Mennonite Church USA, and I am grateful for God’s continued faithfulness to this community of believers.  
 

 Peace and Blessings,   Pastor Joel Beachy 

From the Pastor’s Desk  
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Mennonite Women Meeting - May 3 

A handful of 

patience is 

worth more 

than a bushel 

of brains. 
“The Holy Spirit    

inspires creativity for 

the common good.” 
        

Scripture:  

1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
 

Devotional Leader:  

Karen Harvey 
 

Project: Cash for MCC/

seeds & gardening supplies 

Sack Lunch 

Men’s Churrasco - * May 14 
 

Congregational Meeting - May 18 

6:30 - 8:00 pm 
 

Dave Boshart will be present to answer 
questions or concerns from the               

congregation regarding the covenant.  

What:  BBQ for Men of all ages.  

Where:  Nelson & Mary Miller’s home, 2509 560th St., Kalona 

When:  4:30 pm 
 

Please RSVP  by next Sunday , May 8th on the Sign up Sheet located     

on the bulletin board by the library in the foyer (or on the Facebook 

event page) 
 

     * A rain date has been set for May 21st 

Churrasco:  noun. a South       

American method of  

grilling meat on a wood 

or charcoal fire 

May 25  - Come for a light meal at 6 pm and 

stay to work on the list of items compiled by 

the Trustees and Janitors that need done. 

Thank you in advance for your participation!  
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Hi, I am Shirley Yoder! This is my home 

church where I was born, raised and joined 

the church at the age of 13.  I attended a one 

room school until 7th grade then I was 

bussed to Washington Township to com-

plete my last 2 years of grade school. I 

attended IMS and graduated in 1969.  Gay-

lord and I were married in 1971 and will 

celebrate our 45th anniversary this Decem-

ber.  We have 2 sons, Christopher who lives 

in Fort Dodge, and Jeremy, who is married 

to Alyssa, and they live in Urbandale, Des 

Moines with our 3 beautiful and talented 

grandchildren!  :)  Maxwell will be 14 in August, Macy 11 in July, 

and Mia will be 2 next month. 

 

I grew up with 3 brothers on a farm, so I was usually doing 

whatever they were doing if they allowed me to tag along. Our 

vacations were spent camping and one in particular was extra 

special!  The summer I was 12 we headed out with the pop-up 

camper for a vacation that lasted 6 weeks!  We drove through 

approximately 15 different states before arriving back home safe 

and sound!  Many memories were made during that time!  My 

brothers teaching me how to drive a stick on country roads is a 

fond memory of mine, and I am forever grateful! 
 

A few years back I started collecting turtles from the different 

places we have traveled too. My favorite is a wooden turtle from 

a trip to San Salvador with a friend, that was carved and signed 

while we watched.  Many of my turtles are hand sculpted from 

native materials. 
 

Spending time with grandchildren is my first choice, but I also 

love to volunteer in my spare time.  For the past 10 years I have 

volunteered on Wednesday afternoon at the Crowded Closet, 

and I also deliver mail on Fridays at Pleasantview.  During the 

summer months I also push wheelchairs every Tuesday at PV, 

which is a great way to connect with the residents.  I also enjoy 

walking, which I have done for years, then coming home to curl 

up with a good book! 
 

Some of my church family will remember that Gaylord and I 

were foster parents for 16 years when our boys were younger.  

During that time we took in 28 different children ranging from 6 

weeks old to 15 years.  Our shortest stay was a one night emer-

gency placement, and the longest stay was 2 ½ years.  Whether 

the child was placed back with their birth parents, or adopted, 

the feeling of loss was great and would take days to get over.  A 

few of the children were adopted to families in the area and we 

still see them occasionally. 
 

Spending 15 more minutes with my Dad would be a gift from 

God.  Dad died very suddenly at the young age of 66, so I think 

of  him often and would love to share so many things with him.  

I remember  hearing Dad’s laugh and how much fun we would 

have playing games together.  To hear that laugh again would be 

priceless! 
 

 

My name is Jenna Boller. My 

parents are Jeff and Carol Boller. I 

have three siblings named Justin, 

Jacob, and Julia. I am the second 

oldest in my family and I am 18 

years old. I am getting ready to 

graduate from Iowa Mennonite 

School. My favorite sport to play 

is soccer. I enjoy hanging out with 

my friends and jamming out to 

music in my car. 

 

“What is your favorite thing about East Union?”    

I love the people and the support they have always given me 

since I was born. I also really love our sanctuary and the red    

carpet. 

 

“What are the 3 words that best describe you?”   

Bubbly, kind, and punctual. 

 

“What is your favorite childhood memory?”  Playing with my 

brothers. We played a lot of baseball/whiffle ball outside (Jacob 

and me vs. Justin). We never ran out of activities or games to play 

whether it was indoors or outdoors. Our favorite game to play 

inside was “The Farming Game” and we would combine my Bar-

bies and Polly Pockets with their farm machinery and farm the 

land of our basement (the carpet), I ran the feed mill every time. 

My Barbie or Polly Pocket would usually marry Justin’s main guy. 

 

“If you could spend 15 minutes with any person, past or pre-

sent, who would it be and why?”   I would definitely choose to 

spend time with Carrie Underwood. She is my favorite singer and 

I would see if I could get backstage tickets to some of her concerts.  

 

“If you could visit one place in the world, where would it be 

and why?”  I would like to visit Australia. I find it interesting 

that Australia is considered a country and a continent. I would 

visit some of the popular attractions and enjoy listening to the 

Australian accents all around me. 

 

“What do you like to do in your spare time?”   

Spare time??? No, I enjoy reading books, watching my favorite TV 

shows, watching movies, and hanging out with my friends and 

family.  

 

“What is one thing most people wouldn’t know about you?” 

Most people probably wouldn’t know that I am a USSF Level 8 

Certified Soccer Referee. I have been refereeing soccer since I was 

in the 7th grade. 

 

“What are your future plans?” Next year I will be attending 

Hesston College in Hesston, Kansas. I will be playing soccer on 

the Hesston Women’s Soccer team. I am really looking forward to 

next year and all the years after. 

 Who’s in the Pew Next to You? 
This month we are getting to know Shirley Yoder and  

Jenna Boller, 18 year old daughter of Jeff & Carol 
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May 30 - Mr. and Mrs. Chris A. 

Yoder will observe their 60th      

wedding anniversary with an open 

house in the fellowship room this 

afternoon, 2-5 o’clock. All friends and 

relatives are invited to attend. 

 

30 years ago: 1986 

May 11 - The following persons from 

the Worship Committee will be   

attending the Festival of Worship at 

Goshen College May 15-18: Harold 

Blosser, Charlene Rhodes, and Julie 

Beachy. 

 

20 years ago: 1996 

May 5 - Be a part of the Chicago 

Fresh Air Program’s 100th year! Invite 

a child to stay with your family Satur-

day, June 29 to Saturday, July 13. 

Forms are under mailboxes. Contact 

Jane Widmer Yoder for more infor-

mation. Open your home to a child 

from the city and brighten their   

summer. 

 

10 years ago: 2006 

May 14 - Congratulations to Nolan 

and Lori Gerber who had a son,   

Micah James, born on May 9 weighing 

8 lbs, 2 oz., and was 21 1/2 inches 

long. Grandparents are James & Ruth 

Boller; Great Grandparents are    

Martin & Leona Boller 

May 14 - Congratulations to Melissa 

(Dickel) Fleming and Aaron Fleming 

who had a little girl born May 11. Her 

name is Abigail Eleanor and she 

weighed in at 9 lbs and 6 oz. She was 

22 inches long. 

May 21 - Congratulations to Lydia 

Short and Laura Stoltzfus as they 

graduate from IMS today. 

 

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage 

  Days  
      Gone  
            By... 

Photos taken from 1989  

East Union Church Directory 

60 years ago: 1956 

May 27 - Remember the Youth Con-

ference at Wellman. The meeting 

begins at 2:30 this afternoon. A panel 

discussion on “Improving Your MYF” 

is planned. Tonight at 7:30 Bro.  

Kauffman will again bring the sermon 

on “Youth Serving the Church.” 
 

50 years ago:  1966 

May 8 - Printed envelopes for the 

Kalona Church Fund may be found at 

the back of the room. Make your 

contribution and return the envelope 

during the month of May 

May 29 - IMS School graduates this 

year are: Arnold Boller, Lynn       

Bontrager, Elaine Guengerich, John 

Hostetler, Dick Yoder and Janice 

Zook. We offer you our sincere   

congratulations and wish you God’s 

rich blessings in your further        

education or other undertakings.  
 

40 years ago: 1976 

May 16 - Parents and children     

involved in dedication services last 

Sunday were Dr. and Mrs. Nyle  

Kauffman and James Alvin, Mr. and 

Mrs. Keith Dickel and Brian David, 

Mr. and Mrs. James Boller and Lori 

Ann, Mr. and Mrs. Dean Rhodes and 

Matthew Dean, and Mr. and Mrs. 

Gaylord Yoder and Jeremy Lee. 

 

 

Bulletin Cover from 

May 19, 1996 
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Bible School:  Come experience ancient Egypt and help our students learn about     

Joseph’s Journey from Prison to Palace June 10 & 11. Teachers, cooks, drama, craft  

leaders, music leader, childcare, and playground helpers are needed! Contact Emily  

Miller, Catrina Miiller or Rachel Yoder if you have questions! 

 

Summer Primary/Junior Sunday School:  Teachers are needed to teach Sunday 

School during the summer months. We are trying something new and exciting this year! 

Mixed again group classes will be formed for the summer months to include students 

kindergarten - 8th grade. Early childhood classes will stay as they are. Please consider 

teaching individually, as a couple or even signing up as an adult Sunday School class and 

share the responsibility. Contact Sarah Yoder or Jon Miiller to schedule a time to teach. 
 

3/4 year olds: Ryleigh, Eloise, Grant, Jalise, and Tripp 

4/5 year olds: Beckett, Claire, Raeghan, Lucas and Maddie 

Group 1: Colton, Ava, Isaac, Ethan, Bryce, Micah, Cade, Julia and Evelyn 

Group 2: Chance, Seth, Sam, Behla, Ella, Eden, Norah, Grace, Drew 

Group 3: Adrianne, Audrey, Kale, Henry, Will, Collin, Ian, Sarena, Greta 

Help Needed for  

VBS & Sunday School 
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We have started collecting coins for this year’s MCC Relief Sale.  The 
wagon will be pulled during offering time each Sunday through May 29th.  
The money collected this year will be for Lebanon -    access to water in 
vulnerable Lebanese communities.  The project will improve the portable 
water system in the village of Yater, Lebanon.  The system will allow 
access to cleaner water for 3,100    Syrian refugee and Lebanese      
families.  The project will be rehabilitating and improving the number of 
wells in the community as well as, improving the pipes running the water 
to each area.  The project will also provide WASH training to 1,800   
community members by raising awareness of improved health and sani-
tation practices.   
 
Last year our church raised $681.91 for My Coins Count.  If you are inter-
ested in matching the total or up to a certain amount, please contact  
Rebecca Beachy Miller or Bruce Harvey. Remember My Coins Count! 

The Pleasantview Board has been preparing a strategic plan for Pleasantview’s future. With the help of a consultant, the Board has 
been doing their due diligence in seeking community feedback about Pleasantview, its operations, and how Pleasantview should  
position itself for the future. The findings indicate that facility upgrades are needed with memory care and assisted living apartments 
at the top of the list. Memory and nursing care would benefit greatly if located on the ground floor with enclosed courtyard access for 
the memory care residents. The survey also included determining financial support and the feasibility for a building campaign. There 
is strong encouragement to move ahead. For this effort Pleasantview is seeking a director of advancement to help in fundraising, 
marketing, and public relations. Perhaps you know someone in our congregation with fundraising experience who is acquainted with 
Kalona and Pleasantview. 
 

New breakfast procedures have had excellent reviews from residents. Breakfast is available for a 2-hour time so that residents may 
rise at whatever time they want and have a breakfast of choice prepared for them in the dining hall after they arrive. 
 

New furniture was purchased through JK Creative Woods with funds from the 2014 Benefit Sale monies. The new dressers and   
bedside stands have been placed in nursing rooms throughout the building. 
 

Renovations are being done in the 1100 sq. ft. duplexes in the Village in order to add a half bath in the master bedroom. This change 
addresses the responses received in the strategic planning surveys that persons moving to Pleasantview want two bathrooms in two-
bedroom houses. 
 

The daycare on Pleasantview’s campus is losing its teacher in June and will need to close unless another owner/teacher is willing to 
continue this service for Pleasantview. If you know a childcare provider who might be interested in picking up this opportunity,       
encourage them to contact Pleasantview or pass along his/her name. 
  

Please feel free to contact David Heusinkveld for information whenever you have a question about Pleasantview. 
 
     Submitted by Iowa Mennonite Benevolent Association Representative, Vera Yoder 
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      MAY  2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1   Morning  

Worship 9:30am 

 

Dorothy Rhodes 

Nelson & Mary 

   Miller ‘70 

Nolan & Lori 

    Gerber ‘98 

2 
 

 

Seth Groenewold 

Sadie Fernau 

3 
 

Mennonite 

Women 

4 
 

 

Ian Schmidt 

5 
 

 
Jackie Bailey 

6 

 

 

Verna Zook 

Mary Helen Miller 

7 
 

Christian 

  Swartzentruber 

Ed & Bobbie 

  Hershberger ‘77 

 

8  Morning  

Worship 9:30am 

 

 

9 

 
 

Micah Gerber 

10 
 

Kristen Rempel 

Cameron Gingerich 

Keith & Cindy 

   Dickel ‘69 

11 

 

Anya Slabaugh 

Deb Derksen 

 

 

 

 

12 
 

Rebecca  

  Beachy Miller 

Austin 

  Hemachandra 

Jaxon Carolan 

Cruz Carolan 

13 

 

 

 

14 

 

Men’s  

Churrasco 

4:30 pm 
 

Chris Rhodes 

15 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 

 

Trent Yoder 

Isaac Miller 

16 

 
 

 

 

17 

 

 

Jane Yoder-Short 

 

Church Council 

Meeting 7 pm 

18 
Edwin L. Yoder 

Marilyn Fisher 

Paul & Laura  

  Miller ‘68 

 

Congregational 

Mtg 6:30 - 8 pm 

 19 

 
 

Adam Yoder 

 

20 
 

 

Sarah Yoder 

21 
 

Kim Blauvelt 

Jim & Annie 

  Yoder ‘88 

 

(Rain date for 

Men’s Churrasco) 

22 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 

 

 
Will & Emily  

  Miller ‘99 

 

 

23 
 

 

Chase Gingerich 

 

 

24 
 

 

Adam & Katie  

  Yoder ‘11 

Jon & Carrie 

  Miller ‘14 

 

25 
 

Daniel D. Miller 

Marv Hershberger 

Alexis Rhodes 

 

Church Work Night 

6pm meal 

26 
 

 

Neil & Karenza 

  Yoder ‘07 

27 
 

 

Becky Yoder 

 

 

28 

 

Chris Yoder 

Annika Miller 

Shantell &  

  Theodore Krabill  

29Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 

 

 

Carrie Schmidt 

 

 

30 

 

 

 

31 

 

 

Marlan Logan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Congratulations on your         

milestone of turning 90              

on the 25th, Daniel Miller! 


